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QENERAL MOTORS NORTHAMERICA 
Strucrure & Sefct,. Integration 

October 27.2006 

'% Mr. Daniel C. Smith 
Associate Administrator for Enforcement 
National HighwayTraffic Safety Administration 
400 Seventh Street, S.W.. Room 5321, MC: NVS-200 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

The following information is submitted pursuant to the requirements of 49 CFR 573.6 as it applies to a 
determination by General Motors of a safety defect involving certain GM vehicles. The affected vehicles 
were originally built with cloth seats. After the original leaselrental agreement on the vehicles had expired 
and the vehicles were returned to General Motors, the vehicle seats were reupholsteredwith aftermarket 
leather seat cover kits and the vehicles were then sold. 

573.6(cX11:Chevrolet, GMC, Hummer, Pontiac and Buick Brands of General Motors Corporation 

573.6(~1(2)(3)(4]:This information is shown on the attached sheet. 

573.6(&)(5);General Motors has decided that a defect that relates to motor vehicle safety exists in certain 
;ehrcles originally built with cloth seats that were equipped with an automatic airbag Passenger Sensing 
System and later reupholstered with aftermarket leather seat cover kits. Recently, testing on these 
vehicles indicated that the aftermarket front passenger leather seat cover kits can cause the airbag 
Passenger Sensing System to malfunction. If the Passenger Sensing System malfunctions, the front 
airbag on the passenger side may be disabled when it should be enabled, or enabled when it should be 

h disabled. 

The airbag status indicator displays the OnJOff status of the front passenger airbag. Whenever the front 
passenger seat is occupied, the driver should always check the airbag indicator to see if the airbag is on 
or off as explained in the owner manual. If it is not correct for the situation, the passenger should be 
moved to a differentseat. 

573.6(~)[61: On March 9,2006, Product Engineering learned about the installation of the aftermarket 
leather seat cover kits on vehicles with the Passenger Sensing System that were returned to GM after 
lease or rental service during a meeting with the GM Remarketing team about the possible use of 
unrelated aftermarket seat products. The installation of the aftermarket leather seat cover kits on GM 
vehicles with the Passenger Sensing System was immediately halted. Product Development investigated 
the issue from April, 2006 through August, 2006which included obtaining a sample of affectedvehicles for 
testing. 

The issue was presented to the Field Performance Evaluation Review Committee (FPERC) and on 
October 20, 2006, the Executive Field Action Decision Committee (EFADC) decided to conduct a safety 
recall. 

573.6@)[8): Because a replacement leather seat cover that is compatible with the Passenger Sensing 
System is not available, General Motors will repurchasethe vehicles. 

Pursuant to 577.1 1(e), GM does not plan to provide notice about reimbursement to owners becausethere 
were no repairs and all vehicles are to be repurchased. 
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573.6(~)(91:General Motors will send copies of the dealer bulletin and owner letter when available. The 
dealer bulletin is scheduled forrelease on October 30,2006and the owner letter mail dates are November 
6,2006 and November 13,2006. as& 

GavP. Kent &2e 
director 
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Ctleumlel 
Chevro'et 
Chevroiel 
Chovrolet 
Che'/'olet 
Chevrolu! 
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GMC 
GMC 
GEAC 

Glu  
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A-Truck 
Z-Car 
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S ff 
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VEHiCLES POTENTIALLY AFFEC I ED BY MAKE,  MODEL, AND MODEL YEAR 
PLl.JS-t&t.dS'VE DAf E g  O f M Q f  ACTLi HE 

8NCLUSlVE 
tncnEL VU~JBEP, MAI\IU~ASTUPINC; DAXS CESCRIPTL'JE INTO. TO 
YE.4P Itu~/_OLVED IFRObl! l TO) - -- PROPERLY IDENT. V D I  

2005 1 3212005 02l2005 Lacrosse 
2006 1 0812005 0812005 Lacrosse 
2005 24 2 0612004 0512005 Rendezvous 
20C6 : 9 C6R005 08/2005 Renoezvo JS 

2004 2 0912003 01/2004 Siiveraao 
2005 5 06!2005 0612005 Tahoe 
2006 7 0 7/2905 0712905 HHR 
2006 I OW2005 08/2005 Malibu 
2001; 415 1)8/2004 OE12005 TlailBIazer 
2006 52 0712005 1 112a05 T railalaze r 

2005 1 12/2004 1212304 Montana 
2006 4 0412005 08/20 05 G6 

2005 37 0812004 0612005 Envoy 
2006 9 0712005 08/2005 Envoy 
2005 1 W2005 0512005 Slerra 
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