
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PART 573 Defect and  Noncompliance Report 
(Equipment) 

On or about November 25, 2013,Carflex Auto Co., LTD. ("Carflex") determined that 
a defect which relates to motor vehicle safety exists in an unknown number of items 
of replacement vehicle equipment (brake hoses) supplied by Carflex as fabricating 
manufacturer identified below and distributed by Omix Ada, Inc., ("Omix")under 
Omix's  Omix-Ada®  and Rugged Ridge® brands.  Carflex hereby furnishes 
notification to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in accordance with 
49 CFR Part 573 Defect and Noncompliance Reports. 

Date this report was prepared: November 28, 2013 

Manufacturer's identification code for this recall (if applicable): CBRK,1-13 
' ' 

 
1 (a.). Full corporate name  of the fabricating manufacturer/brand 
name/trademark owner of the recalled  item of equipment. The fabricating 
manufacturer of these brake lines isCarflex Auto Co., Ltd. (See address @ part Ili).Omix is the 
owner of the Omix-Ada® and Rugged Ridge® brands used in distributing these brake lines. 
Omix principal offices are located at 460Horizon Dr., Suite 400, Suwannee, GA   30024. 

 
 

l(b.) Identify the corporate official, by name and  title, whom  the agency  should 
contact with respect to this  recali.Carflex contact:  Mr. Nicholas Cheung, 12f. 
Tower, B, World Trade Cener,6 Hong Kong Rd., Qindago, China 266071 (ph.:  86- 
532-81976021).  Omix contact: Mr. Alain Eboli, Engineering Manager c/o Robert R. 
Gillanders Atty., Colvos Law; PLLC 

 
 

Telephone Number:  Carflex contact: (ph.:  86-532-81976021). Omix contact: 
770/614-6101  (Ext. 258) (Omix direct dial), 253/229-0708  (Colvos Law, direct dial), E-mail: 
Rgi llanders@Colvos-Law.com 
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I.  Identify  the Recalled Items of Equipment 

Generic  name of the item: Front and rear braided stainless steel replacement  brake hoses. 
 

 

Make, Model & Part  Numbers: Omix -Ada®/ Rugged Ridge®,  brake hoses Part: 55-77 
CJ with Brake Front Pair #16734.01, 72-73 CJ with Drum Brakes Front Pair #16734.02, 74-75 
CJ with Drum Brakes Front Pair# 16734.03,  76-78 CJ with Drum Brake Front Pair # 16734.04, 
76-81 CJ with Disc Brakes Front Pair #16734.05,  82-86 CJ with Disc Brakes Front Pair 
#16734.06, 87-95 Wrangler Front Pair #16734.07,  97-06 Wrangler Front Pair #16734.08, 55-66 
CJ Rear Single #16735.01, 67-73 CJ Rear Single #16735.02,  74-75 CJ Rear Single #16735.03, 
76-86 CJ Rear Single #16735.04, 87-95 Wrangler Rear Single #16735.05, 97-06 Wrangler Rear 
Single #16735.06,  92-01  Cherokee 4WD Kit #16735.09,  93-98 Grand Cherokee  with Rear Drum 
Kit #16735.1 0, and 93-98 Grand Cherokee with Rear Disc Kit #16735.11. 

 

 

NOTICE!: This Voluntary  Recall does not involve Jeep® vehicles other  than those 
identified where the aftermarket brake  hoses identified above are installed. This 
Voluntary  Recalldoes not involve replacement  brake  hoses furnisned by Chrylser 
Group, LLC. 

 
I 

Function:  Extended length replacement brake hoses for certain Jeep® vehicles 
modified for off road use. 

 
Other  information which characterizes/distinguishes the items of equipment to 
be recalled: The recalled brake hoses were sold by Carflex and distributed  by Omix -Ada® to 
wholesale customers  between between approximately  May 4, 2012 and November  22, 2013 and 
were available to retail end users during this period.    The recalledbrake hoses can be identified 
by the construction  and non-standard  length.   The recalled brake hoses are between 12 and 36 
inches in length, constructed  of a whiteplastic  inner hose and a stainless  steel  braided outer cover 
with circular crimps attaching the hose to aluminum end fittings.  The end fittings are shaped 
ei. ther an inverted flare fitting or banjo. 

 

 

II. Identifying the Recall Population 
l<""urnish the total number of items o quipment recalled potentially  containing 
the defect or noncompliance. <-.,   • 

Approximate Number  of Items:  4301 
 

 

Total Number  Potentially Affected by the Recall:   Approximately 4301  individual 
brake hoses used as aftermarket  replacement  equipment on 1955-1986 Jeep® CJ's, 1987-2006 
Jeep® Wranglers, 1992-2001  Jeep® Cherokee, and 1993-1998 Jeep® Grand Cherokee 
vehicles. 
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Furnish the approximate percentage of the total number of items of equipment 
estimated to actually contain the defect or noncompliance: Unknown but thought to 
be less than 100% based on nature of defects and expected use. 

 

 

III. Description of Defect 
The manufacturer/supplier of this item of replacement equipment is: Cartlex Auto 
Co., Ltd., 12F, Tower B, World Trade Center, 6 Hong Kong Rd. Qingdao, China 266071 

 
 

Name and title of the chief executive officer or knowledgeable representative of 
the supplier: Nicholas Cheung, VP Export Sales(+86-532-81976063). 

 

 

IV. Chronology in Determining the Defect/Noncompliance 
Through warranty returns received on or about September 13, 2012, Omix identified two (2) part 
#16734.07 brake hoses with apparent leakage around the crimp to end fitting attachment.    Om ix 
thereafter requested the fabricating manufacturer (Cartlex) evaluate the returned parts and 
confirm existing inventory was consistent with design specifications  includin g SA E J140 I. Omix 
received a new inventory of brake hoses on or about October 1 , 2013.    Omix elected to have 
samples of the new ·inventory independently tested.   Independent testing pe'rformed on October 
29, 2013 indicated remaining concerns including performance inconsistent with SAE 11401.   On 
or about November 11 , 2013 Omix initiated random testing of Cartlex  brake hose applicationsof 
similardesign.   Omix has advised Cartlex of concerns regarding the durability of these parts 
including the possibility of leaking and rupture during expected use, inconsistent with intended 
specifications, including SAE J 1401.   Cartlex is advised Omix has recently undertaken further 
analysis of returns indicating at least three additional brake hoses of similar design suspected of 
leaking in and around the end fittings for unknown reasons.   Cartlex  is currently unaware of any 
accidents or injuries related to these brake hoses.   The potential for leaking fluid and possible 
rupture of affected brake hoses during their expected instailed life may compromise  brake 
performance and increase the risk of accident. 

 

 

VI. Proposed Recall Schedule 
Cartlex anticipates the close cooperation of distributor Omix in affecting 577 notifications and 
repair/replaQ_ementof affected brake hoses through this campaign.    Omix is an independent 
wholesale distributor of the affected brakejnoses.   Cartlex has no available information regarding 
U.S. customers of these brake tfoses.   Cartlex intends to rely upon Omix to notify its immediate 
wholesalers and to develop and provide addresses for mailing 577 notices to retail customers/end  
users of these brake hoses.Cartlex anticipates that notices to wholesale customers will begin and 
be completed within 7 days ofNHSA approving this campaign.    Part 577 notices 
to end use customers are expected to be sent within 7 days of receiving addresses information. 
Cartlex anticipates, however that completing notifications of known end use customers may take 
as long as 60 days. 
 

In addition to required mailed notifications, Cartlex proposes to cooperate with Omix in 
providing further notification of this campaign by posting a !WARNING  identifying the recall 
and involved brake hoses with a link to the approved 577 notice on Omix's  website, the websites 
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of cooperating wholesalers and on the Internet forum sites where Omix products are frequently 
discussed. End use customers of these parts are generallyknown to be off road Jeep® enthusiasts, 
who frequently shop on-line and participate in several on-line forums.    Carflex anticipates 
posting of recall information on Omix's and Wholesalers websites and Internet forum sites 
beginning within 5   days ofNHTSA approving this campaign and should be completed within 
thirty days. 
 

Carflex is cooperating with Omix in providing supplies ofreplacement brake hoses which should 
be available within 30 days of announcing this campaign.  Replacement of recalled brake lines 
on customer vehicles is anticipated to begin or about the time this campaign is approved. 
Carflex currently does not anticipate any problems in accomplishing this schedule or the recall 
remedy. 
 

VII. Recall Communications 
Carflex iscurrently aware of no prior written communications regarding this defect or recall 
campaign sent to more than one customer.   Carflex, in cooperation with the U.S. di !ributor 
OMIX will prepare the proposed recall notifications and submit for NHTSA review per Section 
577 and 579. 
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