
10 October 2013 

Ms. Nancy Lewis 

YOKOHAMA TIRE CORPORATION 
CORPORATE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 4550 
FULLERTON, CA 92834-4550 
PHONE: (714) 870-3800 (800) 423-4544 

Associate Administrator for Enforcement 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
NVS 215 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE. 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Notification ofNoncompliance - Information Report 

Dear Ms. Lewis, 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R., Ch. V, Part 573, Yokohama Tire Corporation 
(YTC) submits the following "Defect and Noncompliance Information Report" to advise 
NHTSA of a noncompliance with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 
119; New Pneumatic Tires for Motor Vehicles With a GVWR of More Than 4,536 
Kilograms (10,000 pounds) and Motorcycles. Specifically, a quantity of7.50R16 LRF 
(12 Ply) RY215 tires were manufactured with an incomplete Tire Identification Number 
(TIN) because the "DOT" prefix in its molding is missing. Additionally, the tires are void 
of the required load/ inflation markings and do not indicate the material and actual 
number of structural plies. YTC received 1,489 of these affected tires from the 
Yokohama Rubber Company LTD and sold 1,192 into the marketplace before this non
compliance was discovered. 

As required by 49 C.F.R., Ch. V, Part 573, YTC reports the following: 

Section 573.6 (c) (1) Name of Manufacturer- The Yokohama Rubber Company LTD, 
Tokyo, Japan, Mie Factory, 1038 Takabuku, Misono-cho, Ise-shi, Mie Prefecture. 

Section 573.6 (c) (2) (iii) Items Containing the Noncompliance- Certain 7.50 R 16 LR F 
RY215 [Part number: 21505, article number: E3304, tires built between 1 January 2006 
and 1 August 2011.] 1,192 tires were received and distributed by YTC into the US 
marketplace. 

Section 573.6 (c) (3) Total Number of Items Containing the Noncompliance- 1,489 tires 
were manufactured with the noncompliant TIN and sidewall markings and received by 
YTC for sales in the US market. 1,192 tires were sold and shipped to customers by YTC 
into the United States marketplace. 297 tires were captured and held by YTC upon 
finding the noncompliance. 
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Section 573.6 (c) (4) Percentage of Tires Estimated to Actually Contain the 
Noncompliance - All 1,192 tires sold in the market place contain the noncompliance; 
therefore the percentage is 100%. 

Section 573.6 (c) (5) Description of the Noncompliance - Yokohama Tire Corporation 
received 1,489 7.50 R 16 LR F (12 ply) RY215 tires, article number E3304, as part of its 
normal purchases from The Yokohama Rubber Company. YTC has captured and held 
297 ofthe affected tires although 1,192 were sold and distributed in the U. S. marketplace. 
These tires were intended for distribution in the middle-east market but were sent to the 
US in error. These tires are missing the "DOT" prefix to the required TIN along with 
missing the required sidewall load/inflation information. In addition, the disclosure of 
materials and the number of actual structural plies is not included as part of the mandated 
sidewall branding. The absence of this information renders these tires non-compliant with 
FMVSS No.119. 

Section 573.6 (c) (7) Basis for Determination ofNoncompliance - ~he sidewall marking 
deficiency was found during routine mold audits in Japan. YTC conducted its own 
investigation when advised of the tires' anomaly and verified that the absence of the 
information mandated by FMVSS No. 119 indicates the non-compliance to the safety 
standard. 

Section 573.6 (c) (8) Remedy Program- Upon detecting this noncompliance to the 
FMVSS No.l19 requirements, Yokohama has decided to initiate a voluntary recall of all 
the subject affected tires beginning on 1 November 2013.Consumers and dealers will be 
contacted by first class mail and provided with an explanation of the issue along with 
instructions for obtaining replacement tires without charge, including mounting and 
balancing expenses. 

Section 573.6 (c) (10) Disposition of Recalled Tires - In accordance with the provisions 
of 49 CFR§ 573.6 (c) (9) (i-iii) YTC will make its dealers aware of their requirements 
that became effective in connection with the disposition of recalled tires. A dealer 
advisement is enclosed pursuant to 49 CFR§ 573.6 (c) (10). The disposal of collected 
recalled tires returned to YTC will comply with applicable state and local law governing 
tire disposal and to the extent possible, will be directed. to reuse or another alternative 
beneficial non-vehicular use. 

Sincerely, 

~T~v--
Corporate Quality Assurance 
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