B1/07/2085 B7:45

313

PAGE Bl1/86

GM

MATION Redacted PURSUANT TO THE FREEDOM ‘_(’)F:,:

INFOR ‘ : RN
| INFORMATION ACT (FOIA), 5 U.S|C . 552(B){6) = =
i T e e B
Attorney No. 28788 l - oo
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS =~ i
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - LAW DiVISION -~ -
MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as )
Special Administrator of the Estate of ) f
JOHN ROBERTS $R., deceased, )
Plaintiff, )
)
v. ) No.
)
LEONARD W. JOHNSON, IV )
Defendant. ) ;
—— j
GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION )
and GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX, ) |
Respondents in Discovery, )
COMPLAINT AT LAW

NOW COMES the plaintiff, MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special

Administrator of
attorneys, TIMQ

LEONARD W.

1.

the city of Doltor;

2.

referred to as “R(

Illinois.

That on D¢

That on De

the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR,, deceaéed, by and through his

THY R. TYLER & ASSOCIATES, P.C. and complains of the defendant
PHINSON, IV as follows: :

ecember 14, 2004, plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS was and is a resident of

, county qf Cook, state of Illinois.
rcember 14, 2004, plaintiff decedent, JOHl\f ROBERTS SR, (hereinafter

DBERTS”) was a resident of the city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of



Rosa.Howell
FOIA B6
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3, That ont December 14, 2004, upon informétion and Iévelief, defendant LEONARD
W. JOHNSON, IV (hereinafter referred to as ”]OI—INSON”?) was and is a resident of thé
city of Harvey, pounty of Cook, state of Mlinois. |

4. That on December 14, 2004 the defendant ]OI-]NSOI!E\T owned or possessed or
controlled a 1992 Ford Crown Victoria that he was dnvmgm a easternly direction along
Sibley Boulevarfl near Greenwood Avenue in the city of D;;lton, county of Cook, state
of Illinois.
5. That at aforesaid time and place the plaintiff decedg‘;'nt ROBERTS was the driver
of a 1997 GMC Jimmy, and was waiting at a red light in thi; left-turn lane headed
eastbound on Sibley Boulevard at the intersection of Sibleygs Boulevard and Greenwood
Avenue, in thé city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of ingis.

6. That at afpresaid time, place and intersection, defen%iant JOHNSON operated the
aforementioned motor vehicle in a negligent and careless n’c§1anner, and caused said
motor vehicle to plow into the rear-end ‘of decedent JOHN 5ELQOBERTS’5 motor vehicle,

7. That as a result of the impact, ROBERTS's motor vehicle biirst into flames and
was launched inﬂo the air and rolled over several times until it landed on the hood of a
westbound car. |
8. That the defendant JOHNSON owed 2 duty to use d?rdi.nary care and caution for

the safety of the plaintiff decedent ROBERTS and the motot vehicle in which the
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decedent was traveling,

9.

That at the aforesaid time and place the plaintiff de'd;:edent ROBERTS was

exercising reasgnable care for his own safety and the safety of others,

10.

That at said time, place, and intersection, defendant JOHNSON breached his

aforementioned duty and was guilty of one or more of the:following careless and

negligent acts o omissions:

a)

b)

d)

g
h)

Carelessly and negligently operated a motor *g:xfehicle at an excessive rate of
speed; '

carelessly and negligently operated said motpr vehicle without keeping a
proper and sufficient lookout for other motot vehicles in and about the
arga and more particularly, for decedent’s vehicle;

cajelessly and negligently failed to decrease the speed of said motor
vehicle so as to avoid colliding into the rear end of the decedent's motor
vehicle, contraty to and in violation of the provisions of Chapter 95 1,
Segtion 11-60 (a) of the Revised Statutes of the State of Minois;

carelessly and negligently failed to keep said motor vehicle under proper
control and failed to stop, slow down or othefwise alter the speed,

mavement or direction of said vehicle when danger of collision with the
dededent’s motor vehicle was imminent;

carplessly and negligently failed to sound horn prior to impact;

In violation of Illinois Revised Statute Chaptei' 96 ¥4 Section

11-0003.1 failed to exercise due care to avoid colliding with the rear
end of the decedent's motor vehicle; 3

carelessly and negligently failed to make timé:}iy application of the brakes;

Waf otherwise careless and negligent.

3
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1. Thatasa
negligent acts d
suffered severe
12, Thatasa
aforementioned
totaled.
13, That plai
his children: JOI
ROBERTS, MAIl

severe pecuniary

further direct and proximate result of one
ntiff decedent left surviving as his heirs hie:;i

v loss,

, M PAGE B4/B6
13 . L '

direct and proximate result of one or moré of the foregoing careless and

T omissions by the defendant JOHNSON plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS

pain, injuries and expired on December 14.',,l 2004.

or more of defendant’s

careless and negligent acts or omissions, the decedent’s vehicle was

wife MAZIE ROBERTS, and

1N ROBERTS, JR,, MILTON ROBERTS, MﬁLVIN ROBERTS, MARILYN

COM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS. all of whom have suffered

and loss of society and companionship as a direct result of the

wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS,

14.  Further, g
Corporation and
determination of

named as additig

laintiff names as Respondents in discoverj{, General Motors

Grossinger Autoplex, who's information is essential to the

who, in addition to the defendant named imerein, should properly be

nal defendants in this cause of action purshant to 735 ILCS 5/2-402

which states in part:

The plaind
or her pl

defendant;

determing
action.

if in any civil action may designate as res
rading those individuals or other engis
5, believed by the plaintiff to have i
tion of who should properly be named ag

pondents in discovery in his
es, gther than the named
nformation essential to the

additional defendants in the
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WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Ind?rividually and as Special
Administrator pf the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR, deceased prays for judgement
against defendant LEONARD W. JOHNSON IV and an av:srard in a fair and reasonable
sum in excess qf FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.(§O), plus the cost of this action.

COUNTII
SURVIVAL ACT

1-14. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through fourteen

(14) of Count I as paragraphs one (1) through fourteén (14}g of this Count II with the

same force and pffect as though fully set forth hetein.

15, ThatJOHN ROBERTS SR. survived for a period of time.

16, That during the aforesaid time, JOHN ROBERTS SR‘ suffered sevérg painasa

direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or on;issions of the def?enda.nt,
WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as S%pecial

Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased prays for jud%ement

against defendafit LEONARD W. JOHNSON IV and an award in a fair and |easonable

sum in excess of[FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS (s;so,ooo.oci)), plus the cost of this action.

Z:ﬁz yayas
76&7 Yler /

B5/p6
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Timothy R, Tyler

GM

TIMOTHY R. TYLER & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

120 West Madigon Street
Suite 505
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(312) 920-1745
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System - Summary Page 1 of 2

GM Vehicle Inquiry System

Summary

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information - Dealer Information -

Help
VIN : 1GKDT13W6\-
WVEHICLE INFORMATION
Merchandising Model : | TT10506 -1997 JIMMY 4WD (4-DOOR) | Warranty Start Date : 03/01/1997
BARS Order Type: 70 - RETAIL - STOCK
Delivering Dealer : GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
6900 MCCORMICK BLVD
LINCOLNWOOD, IL  60712-2775 Site Code : 26038
(847) 675-8300 Business Associate Code : | 119166
Service Contract: | No | Branded Title : [ No Warranty Block : No | PDI Status: Paid "
REQUIRED FIELD ACTIONS
Type | Number Description Posted Date Status
RC 03020 | DRIVER'S SAFETY BELT BUCKLE N/A Closed

SERVICE INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Vehicle Has No Current Record Of Outstanding Service Information

ON STAR AND XM SATELLITE RADIO INFORMATION

Vehicle Has No Associated On Star or XM Radio Information.

APPLICABLE WARRANTIES
Effective Effective End
Description Date Odometer End Date Odometer
36/36000 BUMPER TO BUMPER 03/01/1997 10 miles | 03/01/2000 36010 miles
72/100000 SHEET METAL COVERAGE RUST . .
THROUGH 03/01/1997 10 miles | 03/01/2003 100010 miles
96/80000 FEDERAL EMISSION CATALYTIC CONV. 03/01/1997 10 miles | 03/01/2005 80010 miles
AND PCM
36/36000 FEDERAL EMISSION 03/01/1997 10 miles { 03/01/2000 36010 miles
CLAIM HISTORY

R.O . Odometer
R.O Date Number Type Labor Operation Reading
02/26/2004 | 085044 # [ V1011 -03020 -REPLACE DRIVERS SAFETY BELT BUCKLE 193467 miles
01/11/1999 | 200666 0 | E9740 - GEAR ASSEMBLY, POWER STEERING - REPLACE 58088 miles

http://gmvis.gm.com/gmvis/main/Summary 4/22/2005



GM Vehicle Inquiry System - Summary Page 2 of 2

117231998 | 336719 | o |R2L10- SWITCH, ELECTRIC GRID REAR WINDOW DEFOGGER | = 55575 miles
09/28/1998 | 329643 | 0 |1J6372 - SENSOR, OXYGEN (ENGINE CONTROL) - REPLACE 52645 miles
091281998 | 320643 | 0 |X7000- TRANSMISSION/TRANSAXLE ASSEMBLY - REPLACE | 52645 miles
09/28/1998 | 329643 | 0 |Z7902 - 2-DAY COURTESY TRANSPORTATION ' 52645 miles
0941998 | 194525 | 0 |30 O DR IRAIN CONTROL - TRANSMISSION | 50867 miles
09/14/1998 | 194525 | 0 |J4100 - GENERATOR ASSEMBLY - REPLACE 50862 miles
09/18/1996 | 245558 | 1 |Z7000 - PRE-DELIVERY INSPECTION - BASE TIME 7 miles
CHECK HISTORY INFORMATION
Vehicle Has No Associated Check History Information.

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

http://gmvis.gm.com/gmvis/main/Summary 4/22/2005



GM Vehicle Inquiry System - Claim History

GM Vehicle Inquiry System
Claim History

Page 1 of 3

Home_- Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information - Dealer Information -

Help
VIN: 1GKDT13W6V-
CLAIM HISTORY
Repair Order Date : | 02/26/2004 | RePalr Order 085044 | Odometer Reading : 193467 miles
R
Serviced | MIKE HAGGERTY PONTIAC-BUICK-GMC | Selling Source : 16 - PONTIAC
By: TRUCK, INC. .
9301 SOUTH CICERO AVE Site Code : 10037
OAK LAWN, IL 60453-2517
(708) 423-5000 Business Associate Code : | 116068
R —
Cycle | Cycle Auth | Person | Line |
D’;te lgbr Case | Type Labor Operation Part Code | Code | Total Comments
V1011 -03020 -
REPLACE DRIVERS 88958024 -
03/02/2004 | 461 01 # SAFETY BELT BELT KIT N/A N/A 1$93.60 Y
BUCKLE
Repair Order .
Repair Order Date : } 01/11/1999 Number : 200666 | Odometer Reading : 58088 miles
Serviced | THOMAS PONTIAC-GMC Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
By: 901 EAST 162ND STREET
SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473-2493 Site Code : 14042
708) 333-
(708) 333-7500 Business Associate Code: | 116091
R -
Cycle Cycle " Auth | Person | Line
Date Nbr Case | Type Labor Operation Part Code | Code | Total Comments
E9740 - GEAR
01/21/1999§ 926 | 01 0 | ASSEMBLY, POWER | 26071294 E N/A |$580.96 N
STEERING - REPLACE
E9740 - GEAR
01/21/1999{ 926 | 01 0 | ASSEMBLY, POWER | 26071294 E N/A | 558096 N
STEERING - REPLACE
. Repair Order . .
Repair Order Date : | 11/23/1998 Number : 336719 Odometer Reading : 55575 miles
D N
Serviced | GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
By: 6900 MCCORMICK BLVD
LINCOLNWOOD, IL 60712-2775 Site Code : 26038
(847) 675-8300 - -
Business Associate Code: | 119166
¥ M T 4 I )

http://gmvis.gm.com/gmvis/main/ClaimHistory?languageSelected=EN& VIN=1GKDT13...

4/22/2005



GM Vehicle Inquiry System - Claim History Page 2 of 3
1 Cycl . Auth | Person | Line
(]3));: 13;: Case | Type Labor Operation Part Code | Code | Total Comments
R2110 - SWITCH,
ELECTRIC GRID REAR | 15989591 -
11/30/1998 | 911 01 0 WINDOW DEFOGGER - | SWITCH As NA | NA |$8935 N
REPLACE
R2110 - SWITCH,
ELECTRIC GRID REAR | 15989591 -
11/30/1998 | 911 01 0 WINDOW DEFOGGER - | SWITCH As N/A | NA ]8$8935 N
REPLACE
Repair Order Date : | 09/28/1998 Il::l:; li)re:).rder 329643 | Odometer Reading : 52645 miles
Serviced | GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
By: 6900 MCCORMICK BLVD
LINCOLNWOOD, IL 60712-2775 Site Code : 26038
(847) 675-8300 Business Associate Code: | 119166
Cycle Cycle . Auth | Person Line
Date Nbr Case | Type Labor Operation Part Code | Code Total Commen
K7000 - 24207583
10/29/1998 | 902 | 01 0 | TRANSMISSION/TRANSAXLE |- TRANS | EM | N/A }$2157.65 N
ASSEMBLY - REPLACE REM
J6372 - SENSOR, OXYGEN 25312200
10/22/1998 | 900 | 01 0 | (ENGINE CONTROL) - - M N/A | $180.60 N
REPLACE SENSOR
J6372 - SENSOR, OXYGEN 25312200
10/22/1998 | 900 | 01 0 | (ENGINE CONTROL) - - M N/A | $180.60 N
REPLACE SENSOR
Z7902 - 2-DAY COURTESY
10/15/1998 | 898 | 03 0 TRANSPORTATION N/A N/A | N/A }$60.00 N
727902 - 2-DAY COURTESY
10/15/1998 1 898 | 03 0 TRANSPORTATION N/A N/A | NA |$60.00 N
Repair Order . .
Repair Order Date : | 09/14/1998 Number 194525 Odometer Reading : 50862 miles
Serviced | THOMAS PONTIAC-GMC Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
By: 901 EAST 162ND STREET
SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473-2493 Site Code : 14042
(708) 333-7500 .
Business Associate Code: | 116091
Cycle Cycle . Auth | Person | Line
Date Nbr Case | Type Labor Operation Part Code | Code Total Comments
J6355 - MODULE,
POWERTRAIN
09/24/1998 | 892 | o1 0 | CONTROL - N/A N/A | NA |$73.70 N
TRANSMISSION
REPROGRAMMING
http://gmvis.gm.com/gmvis/main/ClaimHistory?languageSelected=EN& VIN=1GKDT13...  4/22/2005
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J6355 - MODULE,
POWERTRAIN
09/24/1998 | 892 01 0 | CONTROL - N/A N/A | NA |$73.70 N
TRANSMISSION
REPROGRAMMING
J4100 - GENERATOR | 00coc.
09/24/1998 | 892 | 02 0 | ASSEMBLY - GENER REM N/A | NA |$22820 N
REPLACE
J4100 - GENERATOR 10463651 -
09/24/1998 | 892 | 02 0 | ASSEMBLY - GENER REM N/A | NA |$22820 N
REPLACE
Repair Order Date : | 09/18/1996 | Nepair Order 245558 | Odometer Reading : 7 miles
F ————— ________
Serviced | GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
By: 6900 MCCORMICK BLVD
LINCOLNWOOD, IL 60712-2775 Site Code : 26038
(847) 675-8300 Business Associate Code: | 119166
_
Cycle Cyecle Auth | Person | Line
Date Nbr Case | Type Labor Operation Part Code | Code | Total Comments
Z7000 - PRE-DELIVERY
09/29/1996 | 639 | 01 I | INSPECTION - BASE N/A N/A | NA |$9257 N
TIME
CHECK HISTORY
Vehicle Has No Associated Check History.
© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System - Vehicle Build

Page 1 of 2

GM Vehicle Inquiry System
Vehicle Build

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information_ - Dealer Information -
Service Contract - Warranty Block - Branded Title

Help
VIN lGKDT13W6V-
VEHICLE BUILD
Merchandising Model : TT10506 -1997 IMMY 4WD (4-DOOR)
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating : 24061krg (5305 1b) Order Number : AL0943
1V206 -
Build Date : 09/12/1996 Build Plant : MORIANE
ASSY.PLANT
OPTION CODES

AGI1 - 6-WAY POWER DRIVER'S SEAT

AJl - DEEP TINTED GLASS

AN3 - LEATHER BUCKET SEATS

AP9 - CONVENIENCE NET

AUO - REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY SYSTEM

AU3 - POWER DOOR LOCKS

AXP - VIN IDENTIFICATION

A31 - POWER WINDOWS

A78 - RECLINING SEAT BACKS

B30 - WHEELHOUSING & FLOOR CARPETING

B84 - BLACK BODY SIDE MOLDING

C25 - REAR WINDOW WASHER/WIPER

C3H - GVW RATING - 5,300 LBS

C60 - AIR CONDITIONING-FRONT

DAY - ASSEMBLY PLANT MORAINE, OHIO

DH2 - ILLUM LH & RH VISOR MIRRORS

DK6 - OVERHEAD CONSOLE

D07 - FLOOR SHIFT CONSOLE

D48 - DUAL ELECT REMOTE CONT MIRRORS

ESS - TAILGATE BODY

FE9 - FEDERAL EMISSIONS

FF6 - TORSION BAR SPRING ADJ -LH

FF7 - TORSION BAR SPRING ADJ - RH

GU6 - REAR AXLE - 3.42 RATIO

JM3 - BRAKE BOOSTER 240 MM

K34 - ELECTRONIC SPEED CONTROL

L35 - VORTEC 4300 V6 SFI GAS ENGINE

M30 - 4-SPEED AUTO TRANS W/ OVERDRIVE AND
ELECTRONIC CONTROL

NF2 - FEDERAL EMISSION SYSTEM

NP1 - ELECTRONIC SHIFT TRANSFER CASE

NP5 - LEATHER WRAPPED STEERING WHL

N33 - COMFORTILT STEERING WHEEL

N40 - POWER STEERING

N90 - ALUMINUM WHEELS

QBF - P235/70R15 ALS SBR B/W F/R

RSA - PASSIVE AUTO FRT SEAT RESTRAINT

RYJ - RETRACTABLE CARGO AREA COVER

SLM - STOCK ORDERS

TFE - SALES INCENTIVE-COMMITMENT PLUS

T61 - DAYTIME RUNNING LAMPS

http://gmvis.gm.com/gmvis/main/VehicleBuild?languageSelected=EN&VIN=1GKDT13...
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System - Vehicle Build

UP8 - STEREO RADIO PROVISIONS

Page 2 of 2

U1C - ETR AM/FM STEREO, SEEK & SCAN, CD
PLAYER AND CLOCK

U16 - TACHOMETER

U73 - FIXED MAST ANTENNA

U89 - LD 5-LEAD TRAIL. WIRING HARNESS

VP6 - NOISE CONTROL

VXS - COMPLETE VEHICLE LABEL

V54 - ROOF MOUNTED LUGGAGE CARRIER

V73 - STATEMENT OF CERT. USS.

XBF - P235/70R15 ALS SBR B/W FRONT

YBF - P235/70R15 ALS SBR B/W REAR

YC6 - SLT DECOR

YD3 - BASE EQUIP FOR SCH GVW PLATE

YDS5 - FRONT SPRING - BASE EQUIPMENT

YD6 - REAR SPRING - BASE EQUIPMENT

ZAA - COMPACT SPARE TIRE

ZM8 - ELECT TAILGATE REL/RR DEFOGGER

ZQ3 - TILT WHEEL AND SPEED CONTROL

ZQ6 - POWER WINDOWS, PWR DOOR LOCKS AND
DUAL POWER EXT. MIRRORS

ZW7 - LUXURY RIDE SUSPENSION PKG.

ZY2 - CONVENTIONAL TWO TONE PAINT

Z88 - GMC TRUCK NAMEPLATE

1SL - MARKETING OPTION PACKAGE - 1SL
REQUIRES A MINIMUM PURCHASE OF:

1SZ - MKTG OPTION PKG DISCOUNT

6WH - FRONT SPRINGS LH

641 - BEIGE INTERIOR TRIM

642 - BEIGE ULTRASOFT LEATHER

TWH - FRONT SPRINGS RH

87U - FAIRWAY GREEN

90L - 90 GRAY METALLIC SECONDARY

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System

Vehicle Component

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information_- Dealer Information -

Help
VIN lGKDT13W6V!
Vehicle Component
Vehicle Component Information Does Not Exist For This Vehicle

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System

Delivery Information

Page 1 of 1

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information - Dealer Information -

Service Contract - Warranty Block - Branded Title
Help
VIN: lGKDT13wg
IN-SERVICE INFORMATION
In-Service Information Not On file
DELIVERY INFORMATION

Delivering
Dealer :

Delivery Date : | 03/01/1997 | D"“T very

GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX

6900 MCCORMICK BLVD
LINCOLNWOOD, IL 60712-2775
(847) 675-8300

010 - Delivered 10 miles
RETAIL/INDIVIDUAL Odometer : ¢
_

Delivery Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
Delivery Site Code : 26038
Business Associate Code: | 119166

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System

Dealer Information

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information - Dealer Information -
Service Contract - Warranty Block - Branded Title

Help
VIN: IGKDT13W6V1-
INVOICE INFORMATION
Invoice
Date ; 09/12/1996
. —— " _
Site GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX Selling Source : 48 - GMCTRUCK
Address : | 6900 MCCORMICK BLVD
LINCOLNWOOD, IL 60712-2775 Site Code : 26038
(847) 675-8300 Business Associate Code : | 119166
SHIP-TO INFORMATION
Ship-To
Date : 09/18/1996
——— * R
Site GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX Selling Source : 48 - GMC TRUCK
Address : | 6900 MCCORMICK BLVD -
LINCOLNWOOD, IL 60712-2775 Site Code : 26038
847 -
(847) 675-8300 Business Associate Code : 119166

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System

Service Contract

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information - Dealer Information -
Service Contract - Warranty Block - Branded Title

Help
VIN lGKDTl3W6V-
SERVICE CONTRACT

Vehicle Has No GM Service Contracts.

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System
Warranty Block

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information - Dealer Information -
Service Contract - Warranty Block - Branded Title

Help

VIN: lGKDT13W!

WARRANTY BLOCK
Vehicle Has No Current Record of Blocked Warranties

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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GM Vehicle Inquiry System
Branded Title

Home - Summary - Claim History - Vehicle Build - Vehicle Component - Delivery Information_ - Dealer Information -
Service Contract - Warranty Block - Branded Title
Help
VIN : 1GKDT13W6V-
BRANDED TITLE
No Current Record of Vehicle Title Branding.

The VIN information contained herein and information derived therefrom is the proprietary property of The Polk Company
and is to be used only for the purpose of warranty verification and shall not be used for any other purpose whatsoever.

© 1998-2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS  F ,’L £p
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 2074,

MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special i R PH 3: 26
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN { FINT IL' ; £0g
ROBERTS SR., deceased, T \&. oy
Case No. 04 L 0139 H
Plaintiff, \’?Fﬁuﬁfﬁ’fr
Calendar F
. VS.

LEONARD W. JOHNSON, IV, GENERAL
MOTORS CORPORATION, and
GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX,

Defendants.

DEFENDANTS’ ANSWERS TO PLAINTIFF'S RULE 213 ()(1) & (2
INTERROGATORIES

Defendants General Motors Corporation (“GM”) - and Grossinger Autoplex
(“Grossinger”) (collectively “Defendants”), by their attorneys, Dykema Gossett PLLC, answers

the Rule 213(f)(1) & (2) interrogatories as follows:

L Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 213(f)(1), state the full name and present or last
. known address of every thness who will testify at trial, together with the subject of their

testimony.

ANSWER: Defendants have not yet made a final determination as to which individuals, if
any, it may call as witnesses at the trial on this cause. The following persons are identified,
together with the subjects of their anticipated testimony, as potential witnesses:

Jimmy Williams. Mr. Williams is anticipated to testify regarding his observations while at the
scene of the accident on December 14, 2004, including his observations of plaintiff’s decedent,
during and after the vehicle fires were extinguished. In addition, he is expected to testify

regarding the scene of the accident including the placement of the vehicles involved, the




condition of the traffic controls, his general understanding of the circumstances and facts leading
up to the incident, and conversations with the other witnesses to the accident. It is further
expected that Mr. Williams will testify consi'stcnt with any discovery deposition testimony that
he may give in this case.

Leon Richmond. Mr. Richmond is anticipated to testify regarding his observations while at the
scene of the accident on December 14, 2004, including his observations of plaintiff’s decedent,
during and after the vehicle fires were extinguished. In addition, he is expected to testify
regarding the scene of the accident including the placement of the vehicles involved, the
condition of thetraffic controls, his general understanding of the circumstances and facts leading
up to the incident, and conversations with the other witnesses to the accident. It is further
expected that Mr. Richmond will testify consistent with any discovery deposition testimony that
he may give in this case.

Further, Defendants adopt the Rule 213(f) disclosures of Plaintiff and any co-defendant as
though fully set forth herein and reserves the right to supplement those responses on completion
of discovery as to those disclosures, and reserves the right to examine and cross-e#arrﬁne opinion

witnesses consistent with their disclosures.

2. Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 213(f)(2), identify the names and addresses of
Independent Expert Witnesses who will testify at trial and provide the subjects on which the
witness will testify and the opinions the party expects to elicit.

ANSWER: The following persons are identified, together with the subjects- of their
anticipated testimony and opinions expected to be elicited, as potential witnesses:
David Raber. It is anticipated that Mr. Raber is expected to testify regarding his
background, ftraining, and experience that r'nay be relevant to this action and the

allegations in the Complaint and the Answers to the Complaint. Mr. Raber is expected to




testify regarding his knowledge of the facts and circumstances regarding the design,
development and testing of the 1997 Jimmy involved in this collision. Mr. Raber will
testify regarding the fuel system design process, design objectivés, engineering analysis,
and full scale crash testing performed to government and GM criteria. M. Raber may
also respond to issues or opinions regarding the design and performance of the Jimmy
that may be raised by consultants retained by plaintiff. Mr. Raber is further expected tb
testify consistent with any discovery deposiﬁon festimony that he may give in this case.

Robert Sinke. Mr. Sinke is expected to testify regarding his background, education, and
knowledge that may be relevant to this action and the allegations in the Complaint and
thé Answers to the Complaint. Mr. Sinke may offer testimony concemning GM’s vehicle.
design process, vehicle performance analysis and field performance data for the Jimmy
model, Féderal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards and GM’s compliance with those
standards; GM’s standards and performance criteria; GM’s efforts at improving the
safety of its products, crash testing; and GM’s general safety approach. Mr. Sinke may
also address or respond to issues or opinions raised by consultants retained by plaintiff.
It is expected that Mr. Sinke will testify consistent with any discovery deposition

testimony that he may give in this case.

Defendants expressly reserve the right: (1) to rely upon and adopt any testimony of
witnesses retained, named or called to testify by plaintiff or any other party; (2) to call any
witness necessary to perfect impeachment or rebuttal of any witness or evidence; (3) to call any

witness necessary to lay foundation for the admission of exhibits; and (4) to call any witness




whose existence, or the relevance of whose testimony, becomes known after the deadline for the

identification of witnesses.
Defendants further expressly reserve the right to supplement the foregoing answers and

disclose any additional witnesses and opinions as they become known.

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION and
GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX

(A Ol

B v
Oﬁo’f Their Attorneys /

Julie C. Keller
Dykema Gossett PLLC
10 S. Wacker Drive
Suite 2300

Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312) 876-1700

Firm ID # 42297

and

Michael P. Cooney (pro hac vice)
DYKEMA GOSSETT PLLC -
400 Renaissance Center

Detroit, Michigan 48243

CHICAGO\2358366.3
IDAICKE
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Attorney No. 28788

IN'THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINGIS .
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - LAW DIVISION -

MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as

Special Administrator of the Estate of

JOHN ROBERTS SR., deceased,
Plaintiff,

LEONARD W, JOHNSON, 1v,

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION

and GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX,
Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
V. ) No. 04 L 013996
)
)
)
)
)
SECOND AMENDED COMPLAINT AT LAW .
NOW COMES the Plaintiff, MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR,, deceased, by and through her
attorneys, TIMOTHY R. TYLER & ASSOCIATES, P.C. and complains of the
. |
defendants, GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION, GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX, and A
LEONARD W. JOHNSON, 1V as follows:

COUNT1
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS - ALL DEFENDANTS

1. That MAZIE ROBERTS is the wife of JOHN ROBERTS SR., and has been
appointed Special Administrator of thé Estate of JOHN ROBERTS SR, A copy of the
Order appointing MAZIE ROBERTS is attached hereto,

2, | That on December 14, 2004, plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS was and is a

resident of the city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of Illinois.




3. - That on December 14, 2004, plaintiff decedent, JOHIN ROBERTS SR,
(hereinafter referred to as “ROBERTS") was a resident of the city of Dolton, county of
Cook, state of Illinois.

4, That on Decembgr 14,2004, and at all times pertinent hereto, defendant,
General Motors Corporation (hereinafter referred to as “GMC”), was a Delaware
corporation doing business in the state of Itlinois, more particularly, Cook County.

5. That at all relevant times, defendant GMC was acting by and through
their employees, servants and agents, acting within the course and scope of their
employment, service and agency.

6. That on December 14, 2004, and at all times pertinent hereto, defendant,
Grossinger Autoplex (hereinafter referred to as “GROSSIN GER”), on information and
belief was an Illinois corporation doing business in the state of Illinois.

7. Thatatall relevant times, defendant GROSSINGER was acting by and
through their employees, servants and agents, acﬁng within the course and scope of
" their employment, service and agency.

8. That on December 14, 2004, upon information and belief, defendant
LEONARD W. JOHNSON, IV (hereirgafter referred to as “JOHNSON") was a resident
of the city of Harvey, county of Cook, state of Illinois,”

9. That at all times relevant hereto, defendant, GMC was engaged in the
business 6f designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, and selling automobiles.

10.  That prior to December 14, 2004, defendant GMC, designed,




manufactured, assembled, sold, supplied and/or distributed a 1997 GMC Jimmy,
vehicle identification number 1GKDT13W6V2504292, that was placed into the stream of
commerce.

11, That prior to December 14, 2004, on information and belief, plaintiff
decedent ROBERTS purchased from GROSSINGER, the 1997 GMC Jimmy, VIN#
1GKDT13W6V2504292.

12, That on December 14, 2004, the plaintiff decedent ROBERTS was the
driver of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, VIN# 1GKDT13W6V2504292 when it was rear ended by
an automobile driven by defendant JOHNSON.

13, That after the impact, ROBERTS' 1997 GMC Jimmy burst into flames,
rolled over and came into contact with another vehicle, a 2001 Buick Centry. The Buick
Centry then also caught fire,

14, That ROBERTS' struggled to free himself while in the 1997 GMC Jimmy.
However, the 1997 GMC Jimmy rapidly became fully engulfed in smoke and flames,

which caused ROBERTS' death.

COUNT II - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
STRICT LIABILITY - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-14. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
fourteen (14) of Count I as paragraphs one (1) through fourteen (14) of this Count Il
with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

15.  That defendant GMC was guilty of one or more of the following careless
and negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997 GMC Jimmy unreasonably

3




dangerous:

a.

carelessly, negligently, and impropetly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to complete/fit-out the SUV s0 as to
minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which lacked
all necessary safety features to protect users of said product from post-
impact fuel fed fires;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product that was
unreasonably dangerous to the user;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product without
appropriate safety devices;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to incorporate safeguards
that would have prevented the risk of post-collision fire;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly violated applicable federal, state,
local and/ or industry standards;

carelessly, negligently, and ixnproperly failed to properly test the
component parts of the SUV after its manufacture and prior to sale;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to adequately and properly
test said product after its design and/ or assembly under reasonably
foreseeable circumstances;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which was not
reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its intended and represented purpose;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to design and/ or utilize
proper designs or procedures for the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or
distribution of the SUV so as to minimize the risk of post-collision fire;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/ or distributed the SUV without

4




16.

incorporating therein the state of the art of the industry and the state of
the art in the science and engineering of fuel systems;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product in a defective
condition;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to recall and/ or retrofit the
SUV with an adequately designed fuel system;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which could
be designed more safely;

carelessly, negligently, arid improperly designed, manufactured,
assembled, sold, and/ or distributed a SUV that was not crashworthy;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to adhere to applicable safety
regulations and standards;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a SUV with a defective
fuel system;

That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing

defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS suffered

severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and

emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

17.

That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the

foregoing defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS'

vehicle was a total loss.

18. -

That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE

ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR., MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN

5




ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all |
of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as
a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION in a sum in excess of FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this éction.

COUNT III - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
NEGLIGENCE - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-18. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) thrdugh
eighteen (18) of Count II as paragraphs one (1) through eighteen (18) of this Count I
with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein,

19.  That defendant GMC owed decedent ROBERTS, as a purchaser, owner,
and user of said 1997 GMC Jimmy, a duty to design, manufacture, distribute, market,
and sell a safe, crashworthy vehicle which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel
tank.

20.  That defendant GMC breached its aforementioned duty and was guilty of
one or more of the following careless and negligent acts or omissions, which made said
1997 GMC Jimmy unreasonably dangerous:

a. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require

finishing manufacturers/assemblers to complete/ fit-out the SUV so as to
minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;




carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which lacked
all necessary safety features to protect users of said product from post-
impact fuel fed fires; ~

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product that was
unreasonably dangerous to the user;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product without
appropriate safety devices;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to incorporate safeguards
that would have prevented the risk of post-collision fire;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly violated applicable federal, state,
local and/ or industry standards;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to properly test the
component parts of the SUV after its manufacture and prior to sale;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to adequately and properly
test said product after its design and/ or assembly under reasonably
foreseeable circumstances;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which was not
reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its intended and represented purpose;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to design and/or utilize
proper designs or procedures for the manufacture, assembly, sale and/ or
distribution of the SUV so as to minimize the risk of post-collision fire;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed the SUV without
incorporating therein the state of the art of the industry and the state of
the art in the science and engineering of fuel systems;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product in a defective
condition; '




m.  carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to recall and/or retrofit the -
SUV with an adequately designed fuel system;

n.  carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which could
be designed more safely;

0. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, manufactured,
assembled, sold, and/or distributed a SUV that was not crashworthy;

p-  carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to adhere to applicable safety
regulations and standards;

Q- carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a SUV with a defective
fuel system; '

21.  Thatas a direct and proximate result of one or more of the
aforementioned careless and negligent acts or omissions by defendant GMC, plaintiff
decedent, ROBERTS suffered severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain
and suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss
of life and of life’s pleasures.

22.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the
foregoing careless aﬁd negligent acts or omissions by defendant GMC, plaintiff
decedent, ROBERTS' vehicle was a total loss.

23, That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE
ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR.,, MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN
ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all

of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as




a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

WHEREFORE, the élaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION in a sum in excess of FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT IV - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
WILLFUL & WANTON - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-23. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
twenty-three (23) of Count III as paragraphs one (1) through twenty-three (23) of this
Count IV with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

24, That on December 14, 2004, the defendant GMC was guilty of one or more
of the following willful and wanton acts or omissions:

a.  With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and
require finishing manufacturers/assemblers to complete/fit-out the SUV
S0 as to minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;

b. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which lacked all necessary safety features to protect
users of said product from post-impact fuel fed fires;

¢ With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product that was unreasonably dangerous to the user;

d.  With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product without appropriate safety devices; :

e. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
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plaintiffs failed to incorporate safeguards that would have prevented the
risk of post-collision fire; '

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs violated applicable federal, state, local and/or industry
standards;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to properly test the component parts of the SUV after its
manufacture and prior to sale;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs fajled to adequately and properly test said product after its
design and/ or assembly under reasonably foreseeable circumstances;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which was not reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its
- intended and represented purpose;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
 Plaintiffs failed to design and/ or utilize proper designs or procedures for
the manufacture, assembly, sale and/ or distribution of the SUV so as to
minimize the risk of post-collision fire; ‘

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed the SUV without incorporating therein the state of the art of
the industry and the state of the art in the science and engineering of fue]
systems;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product in a defective condition;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to recall and/or retrofit the SUV with an adequately
designed fuel system; "

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of

plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which could be designed more safely;
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0. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, manufactured, assembled, sold, and [ or distributed a
SUV that was not crashworthy; '

p: With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to direct and require finishing manufacturers / assemblers
to adhere to applicable safety regulations and standards;

q.  With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a SUV with a defective fuel system;

25.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing
willful and wanton acts or omissions, Plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS suffered severe
burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

26.  Thatas a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the
foregoing willful and wanton acts or omissions, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS' vehicle
was a total loss. ,

27.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE
ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR.,, MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN
ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all
of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as
a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement

against defendant GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION in a sum in excess of FIFTY

1




THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT V - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
SURVIVAL ACT '

1-27. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
tWenty-seven (27) of Count IV as paragraphs one (1) through twenty-seven (27) of this
Count V with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

28.  That JOHN ROBERTS SR. survived for a period of time between the
impact, burning, and his death,

29.  That during the aforesaid time, JOHN ROBERTS SR., suffered severe
burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures and
the loss of future earning capacity as a direct and proximate result of the wrongful acts
and/ or omissions of the defendant GMC.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION in a sum in excess of FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action,

COUNT VI - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
STRICT LIABILITY - FRONT SEAT BELT LATCH
WRONGFUL DEATH

1-29. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
twenty-nine (29) of Count V as paragraphs one (1) through twenty-nine (29) of this
Count VI with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.
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30.  That for along period of ime ROBERTS' struggled to free himself but
during this period the 1997 GMC Jimmy had rolled over and came to rest on its roof
and therefore, ROBERTS was upside down. i’lainﬁff ROBERTS was unable to unlatch
the seat belt and free hmnself The 1997 GMC Jimmy rapidly became fully engulfed in
smoke and flames, ROBERTS could not unlatch the seatbelt and when he finally did it
was too late, ROBERTS was badly burned over his entire body and he eventually died.

31.  That defendant GMC was guilty of one or more of the following careless
and negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997 GMC Jimmy unreasonably

dangerous:

a. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a vehicle with a
defective front seat belt latch which lacked all necessary safety features to
protect users of 1997 GMC Jimmy from being able to unlatch the seat belt
during a roll-over accident;

b. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
marwufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product without
appropriate safety devices;

c. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to incorporate safeguards
that would have prevented the plaintiff from being unable to unlatch the
front seat belt of the 1997 GMC Jimmy while in the inverted position;

d.  carelessly, negligently, and improperly violated applicable federal, state,
local and/or industry standards;

e. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to properly test the
component parts of the front seat belt latch’s potential to trap the plaintiff
or persons such as plaintiff in the vehicle once the vehicle has rolled over
after its manufacture and prior to sale;

£ carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to adequately and properly
test said front seat belt latch after its design and/or assembly under
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32,

reasonably foreseeable circumstances;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/ or distributed front seat belt latch
which was not reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its intended and
represented purpose; '

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to design and/or utilize
Proper designs or procedures for the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or
distribution of the SUV's front seat belt latch so as to minimize the risk of
users/ plaintiff being trapped in the automobile in the inverted position;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed the SUV front seat belt
latch without incorporating therein the state of the art of the industry and
the state of the art in the science and engineering regarding seat belt
latches that would not fail in the event of a roll-over accident;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product in a defective
condition;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to recall and / or retrofit the
SUV with an adequately designed front seat belt latch;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which could
be designed more safely;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to adhere to applicable safety
regulations and standards; '
carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a SUV with a defective
front seat belt latch;

That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing

defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS suffered

severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
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emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.
33.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the

foregoing defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS’

vehicle was a total loss.

34.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE
ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR., MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN
ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all
of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as
a direct result of the wrongful deéth of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

WHEREFORE, fhe plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION in a sum in excess of FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT VII - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX
STRICT LIABILITY - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-34. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
thirty-four (34) of Count V1 as paragraphs one (1) through thirty-four (34) of this Count
VII with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

35.  That on information and belief, at all b'm_es relevant, defendant
GROSSINGER placed in to the stream of commerce for distribution and sales to the
public in the county of Cook, state of Illinois, the 1997 GMC Jimmy VIN#
1GKDT13W6V2504292, which was thereafter purchased by decedent ROBERTS from
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GROSSINGER of Lincolnwood at its facility in Lincolnwood, county of Cook, state of
Illinois and which vehicle he was occupying and driving near the intersection of Sibley
Boulevard and Greenwood Avenue, in the city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of
Hlinois on December 14, 2004.

36.  That on information and belief, at all times relevant, defendant
GROSSINGER, in the course of business marketed, offered for sale, sold to decedent
ROBERTS and thereby placed in the stream of commerce at Lincolnwood, county of
Cook, state of Illinois a certain consumer product, to wit: the 1997 GMC Jimmy
automobile, which vehicle ROBERTS was occupying and driving near the intérséction
of Sibley Boulevard and Greenwood Avenue, in the city of Dolton, county of Cook,
state of Illinois immediately prior to his death.

37.  That defendant GROSSINGER was guﬂty of one or more of the following
careless and negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997 GMC Jimmy

unreasonably dangerous:

a. carelessly and negligently failed to properly inspect the 1997 GMC Jimmy
prior to transferring possession thereof to decedent ROBERTS;

b. carelessly and negligently failed to market, provide, and/or sell a safe and
crashworthy vehicle which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel
tank to decedent ROBERTS;

c. carelessly and negligently failed to incorporate in, use, install, utilize,
and/or provide sufficiently and adequately safe, suitable and sturdy
parts, components and/ or materials and procedures and/ or techniques
with respect to said fuel system and fuel tank in the vehicle purchased by
decedent ROBERTS;

d.  carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
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38.

39.

40.

decedent, with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as
to the inadequate construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank and lack of a
safety, crashworthiness and/ or impact resistance to such rear impact as
decedent encountered in the incident;

carelessly and negligently failed to conduct timely, adequate and/or
sufficient tests related to the construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank safety,
crashworthiness and/ or impact resistance to rear impacts such as the one
the decedent encountered in the incident;

carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as
to the fuel tanks inadequate construction and the potential for the fuel
tank rupturing;

carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent, a safe, crashworthy and impact resistance fuel tank and fuel
system. -

That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing

defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS suffered
- severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical

and emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the

foregoing defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS' -

vehicle was a total loss.

That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE

ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR., MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN
ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all
of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as

a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

17




WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX in a sum in excess of FIFTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT VIII - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX
NEGLIGENCE - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-40. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
forty (40) of Count VII as paragraphs one (1) through forty (40) of this Count VIII with
the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

41, That defendant GROSSINGER owed decedent ROBERTS, as a purchaser,
ownet, and user of said 1997 GMC firmny, a duty to distribufe, market, and sell a safe,
crashworthy vehicle which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel tank.

42.  That defendant GROSSINGER breached its aforementioned duty and was
guilty of one or n:;ore of the following careless and negligent acts or omissions, which

made said 1997 GMC Jimmy unreasonably dangerous:

a.  carelessly and negligently failed to properly inspect the 1997 GMC Jimmy
prior to transferring possession thereof to decedent ROBERTS;

b. carelessly and negligently failed to market, provide, and/or sell a safe and
crashworthy vehicle which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel
tank to decedent ROBERTS;

c. carelessly and negligently failed to incorporate in, use, install, utilize,
and/or provide sufficiently and adequately safe, suitable and sturdy
parts, components and/ or materials and procedures and/ or techniques
with respect to said fuel system and fuel tank in the vehicle purchased by
decedent ROBERTS;
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d. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent, with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as
to the inadequate construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank and lack of a
safety, crashworthiness and/or impact resistance to such rear impact as
decedent encountered in the incident;

e. carelessly and negligently failed to conduct timely, adequate and/or
sufficient tests related to the construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank safety,
crashworthiness and/ or impact resistance to rear impacts such as the one
the decedent encountered in the incident;

f. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as
to the fuel tanks inadequate construction and the potential for the fuel
tank rupturing;

8. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including

decedent, a safe, crashworthy and imipact resistance fuel tank and fuel
system.

43.  Thatas a direct and proximate result of one or more of the
aforementioned careless and negligent acts or omissions by defendant GROSSINGER,
plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS suffered severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and

conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotjonal and other intangible losses

such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.
4. That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the

foregoing careless and negligent acts or omissions by defendant GROSSINGER, plaintiff

decedent, ROBERTS' vehicle was a total loss.
45.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE
ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR., MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN

ROBERTS, MARILYN RGBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all
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of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as
a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR,

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement.
against defendant GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX in a sum in excess of FIFTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plu;‘; the cost of this action,

COUNT IX - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX
WILLFUL & WANTON - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-45. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
forty-five (45) of Count VIII as paragraphs. one (1) through forty-five (45) of this Count
IX with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

46.  That on December 14, 2004, the defendant GROSSINGER was guilty of
one or more of the following willful and wanton acts or omissions:

a. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and
require finishing manufacturers/assemblers to complete/fit-out the SUV
80 as to minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;

b. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which lacked all necessary safety features to protect
users of said product from post-impact fuel fed fires;

c. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product that was unreasonably dangerous to the user;

d.  With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product without appropriate safety devices;
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With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to incorporate safeguards that would have prevented the
risk of post-collision fire;

With utter indifference and a conscious distegard for the safety of
plaintiffs violated applicable federal, state, local and/ or industry
standards;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to properly test the component parts of the SUV after its
manufacture and prior to sale; :

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to adequately and properly test said product after its
design and/or assembly under reasonably foreseeable circumstances;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which was not reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its
intended and represented purpose;

- With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to design and/or utilize proper designs or procedures for
the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or distribution of the SUV so as to
minimize the risk of post-collision fire;

With utter indifféerence and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed the SUV without incorporating therein the state of the art of
the industry and the state of the art in the science and engineering of fuel
systems; '

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product in a defective condition;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to recall and/ or retrofit the SUV with an adequately
designed fuel system; '

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
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distributed a product which could be designed more safely;

o. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, manufactured, assembled, sold, and/or distributed a
SUYV that was not crashworthy;

p.  With utter indifference and a conscious ciisregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to direct and require finishing manufacturers/assemblers
to adhere to applicable safety regulations and standards;

q-  With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a SUV with a defective fuel system;

47.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing
willful and wanton acts or omissions, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS suffered severe
burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

48.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the
foregoing willful and wanton acts or omissions, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS' vehicle
was a total loss,

49.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE
ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR., MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN
ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all
of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companienship as
a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special

Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
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against defendant GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX in a sum in excess of FIFTY THOUSAND
- DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT X - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX
SURVIVAL ACT

1-49. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, an;l incorpotates paragraphs one (1) through
forty-nine (49) of Count IX as paragraphs one (1) throtigh forty-nine (49) of this Count X
with the same force and effect as though fuily set ‘forth herein.

50.  That JOHN ROBERTS SR. survived for a period of time between the
| impact, burning, and his death.

51.  That during the aforesaid time, JOHN ROBERTS SR., suffered severe
burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures and
the loss of future earning capacity as a direct and proximate result of the wrongful acts
and/or omissions of the defendantj GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX in a sum in excess of FIFTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT XI - GRbSSNGER AUTOPLEX
STRICT LIABILITY - FRONT SEAT BELT LATCH
WRONGFUL DEATH

1-51.  Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through

fifty-one (51)' of Count X as paragraphs one (1) through fifty-one (51) of this Count XI
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with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

52.  That for a long period of time ROBERTS struggled to free himself but
during this period the 1997 GMC Jimmy had rolled over and came to rest on its roof
and therefore, ROBERTS was upside down. Plaintiff ROBERTS was unable to unlatch
the seat belt and free himself. The 1997 GMC Jimmy rapidly became fully engulfed in
smoke and flames, ROBERTS could not unlatch the seatbelt and when he finally did it
was too late. ROBERTS was badly burned over his entire body and he eventually died.

53.  That defendant GMC was guilty of one or more of the following careless
and negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997 GMC Jimmy unreasonably
dangerous:

a. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/ or distributed a vehicle with a
defective front seat belt latch which lacked all necessary safety features to
protect users of 1997 GMC Jimmy from being able to unlatch the seat belt
during a roll-over accident; ‘

b. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/ or distributed a product without
appropriate safety devices;

c. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to incorporate safeguards
that would have prevented the plaintiff from being unable to unlatch the
front seat belt of the 1997 GMC Jimmy while in the inverted position;

d. carelessly, negligently, and improperly violated applicable federal, state,
local and/or industry standards; /

e carelessly, negligently, and impropexly failed to properly test the
component parts of the front seat belt latch’s potential to trap the plaintiff
or persons such as plaintiff in the vehicle once the vehicle has rolled over
after its manufacture and prior to sale;
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f. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to adequately and propetly
test said front seat belt latch after its design and/or assembly under
reasonably foreseeable circumstances;

g carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/ or distributed front seat belt latch
which was not reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its intended and
represented purpose;

h.  carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to design and/ or utilize
proper designs or procedures for the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or
distribution of the SUV's front seat belt latch so as to minimize the risk of
users/ plaintif being trapped in the automobile in the inverted position;

i carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed the SUV front seat belt.
latch without incorporating therein the state of the art of the industry and
the state of the art in the science and engineering regarding seat belt
latches that would not fail in the event of a roll-over accident;

it carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product in a defective
condition;

k, carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to recall and/or retrofit the
SUV with an adequately designed front seat belt latch; :

L carelessly, negligently, and impropexly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/ or distributed a product which could
be designed more safely;

m.  carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to adhere to applicable safety
regulations and standards;

n. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a SUV with a defective
front seat belt latch; '

54.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing

defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS suffered
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severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures,

55.  Thatas a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the
foregoing defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent, ROBERTS’
vehicle was a total loss,

56.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE
ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR., MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN
ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS, MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all
of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as
a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant GENERATL MOTORS CORPORATION in a sum in excess of FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT XII - LEONARD W. JOHNSON IV
NEGLIGENCE - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-14. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
fourteen (14) of Coﬁnt I as paragraphs one (1) through fourteen (14) of this Count XII
with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein, |

15, That on December 14, 2004 the defendant JOINSON owned or possessed
or controlled a 1992 Ford Crown Victoria that he was driving in a easternly direction
along Sibley Boulevard near Greenwood Avenue in the city of Dolton, county of Cook,
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state of Illinois,

16.  That at aforesaid time and place the plaintiff decedent ROBERTS was the -
driver of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, VIN# 1GKDT13W6V2504292 and was waiting at a red
light in the left-turn lane headed eastbound on Sibley Boulevard at the intersection of
Sibley Boulevard and Greenwood Avenut_e, in the city of Dolton, county of Cook, state
of lllinois.

17. That at aforesaid time, place and intersection, defendant JOHNSON
operated the aforementioned motor vehicle in a negligent and careless manner, and
caused said motor vehicle to crash into the 1"ear-end of decedent ROBERTS's motor
vehicle.

18 Thatas aresult of the impact, ROBERTS' 1997 GMC Jimmy burst into
flames, rolled over and came into contact with another vehicle, a 2001 Buick Centry.
The Buick Centry then also caught fire,

19.  That mritnessés attempted to remove ROBERTS from his burning vehicle.

20.  That according to witnesses, ROBERTS' struggled to free Iﬂﬁtself while in
the 1997 GMC Jimmy. However, the Jimmy rapidly because fully engulfed in flames
which eventually caused ROBERTS' death.

21.  That the defendant JOHNSON owed a duty to use ordinary care and
caution for the safety of the plaintiff decedent ROBERTS and the motor vehicle in which

the decedent was traveling.

22.  Thatat the aforesaid time and place the plaintiff decedent ROBERTS was
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exercising reasonable care for his own safety and the safety of others.

23.  Thatat said time, place, and intersection, defendant JOHNSON breached
his aforementioned duty and was guilty of one or more of the following careless and
negligent acts or omissions:

a., Carelessly and negligently operated said motor vehicle at an excessive
rate of speed; '

b. carelessly and negligently operated said motor vehicle without keeping a
proper and sufficient lookout for other motor vehicles in and about the
area and more particularly, for decedent’s vehicle;

c. carelessly and negligently failed to decrease the speed of said motor
vehicle 8o as to avoid colliding into the rear end of the decedent’s motor
vehicle, contrary to and in violation of the provisions of Chapter 95 ¥,
Section 11-60 (a) of the Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois;

d. carelessly and negligently failed to keep said motor vehicle under proper
control and failed to stop, slow down or otherwise alter the speed,

movement or direction of said vehicle when danger of collision with the
decedent’s motor vehicle was imminent;

e. carelessly and negligently failed to sound horn prior to impact;
£ In violation of Illinois Revised Statute Chapter 96 %2 Section
11-0003.1 failed to exercise due care to avoid colliding with the rear
end of the decedent’s motor vehicle;
g carelessly and negligently failed to make timeiy application of the brakes;
h.  Was otherwise careless and negligent.
24, That as a direct arid proximate result of one or more of the foregoing
careless and negligent acts or omissions by the defendant JOHNSON plaintiff decedent,
ROBERTS suffered severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and

suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life
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and of life’s pleasures.

25.  Thatas a further direct and proximate result of one or more of defendant’s
aforementioned careless and negligent acté or omissions, the decedent’s vehicle was a
total loss.

26.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife MAZIE
ROBERTS, and his children: JOHN ROBERTS, JR., MILTON ROBERTS, MELVIN
ROBERTS, MARILYN ROBERTS,.MALCOM ROBERTS, and MICHAEL ROBERTS, all
of whom have suffered severe Ppecuniary loss, and loss of society and companionship as
a direct result of the wrongful death of JOHN ROBERTS, SR.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHN ROBERTS, SR., de;:eased requests judgement
against defendant LEONARD W. JOHNSON IV in a sum in excess of FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

COUNT XIII - LEONARD W. JOHNSON IV
SURVIVAL ACT

1-26. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through
twenty-six (26) of Count XII as paragraphs one (1) through twenty-six (26) of this Count
XTI with the same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

27.  That JOHN ROBERTS SR. survived for a period of time between the
impact, burning, and his death.

28. That during the aforesaid time, JOHN ROBERTS SR,, suffered severe
burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
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emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures and
the loss of future earning capacity as a direct and proximate result of the wrongful acts
and/or omissions of the defendant LEONARD W. JOHNSON IV.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special
Administrator of the Estate of JOHIN ROBERTS, SR., deceased requests judgement
against defendant LEONARD W. JOHNSON IV in a sum in excess of FIFTY

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000.00), plus the cost of this action.

ﬂ%?%i

Tamothy y{éﬁ” )

Timothy R. Tyler

TIMOTHY R. TYLER & ASSOCIATES P.C.
120 West Madison Street

Suite 505

Chicago, Illinois 60602

(312) 920-1745
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Julie C. Keller, aver that on March 3, 2005 copies of the above document and General
Motor's Answer and Affirmative Defenses to Plaintiffs Amended Complaint, were served

via U.S. First Class Mail delivery from 10 S. Wacker, Suite 2300, Chicago, IL 60606 upon the

Julie C. Keller%/

attorney listed above before 5:00 p.m.

CHICAGO\2089593.3
IDUCKE



Atty, Firm 1.D. No. 40874

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION

MAZIE ROBERTS, Individually and as Special

Administrator of the Estate of JOHN

ROBERTS SR., deceased,

Case No. 04 L 013996
Plaintff,
Calendar F e

)
)
)
)
)
)
vs. )
)
LEONARD W. JOHNSON, IV, GENERAL )
MOTORS CORPORATION and )
GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX, )

)

Defendants. ., ‘

GM'S ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE
DEFENSES TO PLAINTIFF'S AMENDED COMPLAINT

General Motors Corporation (“GM”), by and through its attorneys, Dykema Gossett
Rooks Pitts PLLC, answers Plaintiff’s amended complaint as follows:

COUNT I
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS - ALL DEFENDANTS

1. That Mazie Roberts is the wife of John Roberts Sr., and has been appointed
Special Administrator of the Estate of John Roberts Sr. A copy of the Order appointing Mazie
Roberts is attached hereto.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 1 and thus denies them.

2. That on December 14, 2004, plaintiff Mazie Roberts was and is a resident of the
city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of Illinois.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 2 and thus denies them.

3. That on December 14, 2004, plaintiff decedent John Roberts Sr., (hereinafter
referred to as “Roberts™) was a resident of the city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of Illinois.



ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 3 and thus denies them.

4. That on December 14, 2004, and at all times pertinent hereto, defendant, General
Motors Corporation (hereinafter referred to as “GMC™), was a Delaware corporation doing
business in the state of Illinois, more particularly, Cook County.

ANSWER: GM admits that it is a Delaware corporation, and it conducts business in
[1linois.

5. That at all relevant times, defendant GMC was acting by and through their
employees, servants and agents, acting within the course and scope of their employment, service
and agency.

ANSWER: GM does not understand the allegations contained in Paragraph 5 and thus
cannot admit or deny them and thus denies them.

6. That on December 14, 2004, and at all times pertinent hereto, defendant,
Grossinger Autoplex (hereinafter referred to as “Grossinger”), on information and belief was an
Illinois corporation doing business in the state of Illinois.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 6 and thus denies them.

7. That at all relevant times, defendant Grossinger, was acting by and through their
employees, servants and agents, acting within the course and scope of their employment, service
and agency.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or

deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 7 and thus denies them.

8. That on December 14, 2004, upon information and belief, defendant Leonard W.
Johnson, IV (hercinafter referred to as “Johnson™) was a resident of the city of Harvey, county of
Cook, state of Illinois.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or

deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 8 and thus denies them.

9. That at all times relevant hereto, defendant GMC was engaged in the business of
designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, and selling automobiles.



ANSWER: GM admits only that it does design, manufacture, market, distribute, and
sell certain automobiles.

10. That prior to December 14, 2004, defendant GMC designed, manufactured,
assembled, sold, supplied and/or distributed a 1997 GMC Jimmy, vehicle identification number
1GKDTI13W6V2504292, that was placed into the stream of commerce.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 10 and thus denies them.

11. That prior to December 14, 2004, on information and belief, plaintiff decedent
Roberts purchased from Grossinger, the 1997 GMC Jimmy, VIN# 1GKDT13W6V2504292.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 11 and thus denies them.

12. That on December 14, 2004, the plaintiff decedent Roberts was the driver of the
1997 GMC Jimmy, VIN# 1GKDT13W6V2504292 when it was rear ended by an automobile
driven by defendant Johnson.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 12 and thus denies them.

13.  That after the impact, Roberts’ 1997 GMC Jimmy burst into flames, rolled over
and came into contact with another vehicle, a 2001 Buick Centry. The Buick Centry then also
caught fire.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 13 and thus denies them.

14.  That Roberts struggled to free himself while in the 1997 GMC Jimmy. However,
the 1997 GMC Jimmy rapidly became fully engulfed in smoke and flames, which caused
Roberts’ death by asphyxiation.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or

deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 14 and thus denies them.



COUNT I1I- GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
STRICT LIABILITY - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-14. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through fourteen
(14) of Count I as paragraphs one (1) through fourteen (14) of this Count II with the same force
and effect as though fully set forth herein.

ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 14 of
Count I as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 14 of Count IL

15.  That defendant GMC was guilty of one or more of the following careless and
negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997 GMC Jimmy unreasonably dangerous:

a. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to complete/fit-out the SUV so as to
minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;

b. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which lacked all
necessary safety features to protect users of said product from post-impact
fuel fed fires;

c. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product that was
unreasonably dangerous to the user;

d. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product without
appropriate safety devices;

€. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to incorporate safeguards
that would have prevented the risk of post-collision fire;

f. carclessly, negligently, and improperly violated applicable federal, state,
local and/or industry standards;

g. carelessly, negligently; and improperly failed to properly test the
component parts of the SUV after its manufacture and prior to sale;

h. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to adequately and properly
test said product after its design and/or assembly under reasonably
foreseeable circumstances;

1. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which was not
reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its intended and represented purpose;



). carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to design and/or utilize
proper designs or procedures for the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or
distribution of the SUV so as to minimize the risk of post-collision fire;

k. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed the SUV without
incorporating therein the state of the art of the industry and the state of the
art in the science and engineering of fuel systems;

L. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product in a defective
condition;

m. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to recall and/or retrofit the

SUV with an adequately designed fuel system;

n. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which could be
designed more safely;

0. carclessly, negligently, and improperly designed, manufactured,
assembled, sold, and/or distributed a SUV that was not crashworthy;

p. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to adhere to applicable safety
regulations and standards;

q. carclessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a SUV with a defective
fuel system;

ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 15 and each of its
subparts because they are not true.

16.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing defective
conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent Roberts, suffered severe burns, anxiety,
fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible
losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 16 because they are not

true.

17. That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing
defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent Roberts’ vehicle was a total
loss.



ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 17 because they are not
true.

18.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife Mazie Roberts, and his
children: John Roberts, Jr., Milton Roberts, Melvin Roberts, Marilyn Roberts, Malcom Roberts,
and Michael Roberts, all of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and
companionship as a direct result of the wrongful death of John Robert, Sr.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allcgations contained in Paragraph 18 and thus denies them,

COUNT III - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
NEGLIGENCE - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-18. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through eighteen
(18) of Count II as paragraphs one (1) through eighteen (18) of this Count III with the same force
and effect as though fully set forth herein.

ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 18 of
Count II as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count IIL

19. That defendant GMC owed decedent Roberts, as a purchaser, owner, and user of
said 1997 GMC Jimmy, a duty to design, manufacture distribute, market, and sell a safe,
crashworthy vehicle which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel tank.

ANSWER: GM denies the legal conclusions of Paragraph 19 to the extent that they
are inconsistent with the applicable law. GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon
which to admit or deny the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 19 and thus denies
them.

20.  That defendant GMC breached its aforementioned duty and was guilty of one or
more of the following careless and negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997 GMC
Jimmy unreasonably dangerous:

a. carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to complete/fit-out the SUV so as to
minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;

b. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which lacked all
necessary safety features to protect use of said product from post-impact



1n.

fuel fed fires;

carclessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product that was
unreasonably dangerous to the user;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product without
appropriate safety devices;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to incorporate safeguards
that would have prevented the risk of post-collision fire;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly violated applicable federal, state,
local and/or industry standards;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to properly test the
component parts of the SUV after its manufacture and prior to sale;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to adequately and properly
test said product after its design and/or assembly under reasonably
foreseeable circumstances;

carclessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which was not
reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its intended and represented purpose;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to design and/or utilize
proper designs or procedures for the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or
distribution of the SUV so as to minimize the risk of post-collision fire;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed the SUV without
incorporating therein the state of the art of the industry and the state of the
art in the science and engineering of fuel systems;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product in a defective
condition;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to recall and/or retrofit the
SUV with an adequately designed fuel system;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a product which could be
designed more safely;

carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, manufactured,



assembled, sold, and/or distributed a SUV that was not crashworthy;

p- carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and require
finishing manufacturers/assemblers to adhere to applicable safety
regulations and standards;

q. carelessly, negligently, and improperly designed, assembled,
manufactured, sold, supplied and/or distributed a SUV with a defective
fuel system;

ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 20 and each of its

subparts because they are not true.

21.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned
careless and negligent acts or omissions by defendant GMC, plaintiff decedent Roberts suffered
severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 21 because they are not

true.

22.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing
careless and negligent acts or omissions by defendant GMC, plaintiff decedent Roberts’ vehicle
was a total loss.

ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 22 because they are not
true.

23.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife Mazie Roberts, and his
children: John Roberts, Jr., Milton Roberts, Melvin Roberts, Marilyn Roberts, Malcom Roberts,
and Michael Roberts, all of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and
companionship as a direct result of the wrongful death of John Roberts, Sr.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 23 and thus denies them.

COUNT 1V - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
WILLFUL & WANTON - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-23.  Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through twenty-
three (23) of Count Il as paragraphs one (1) through twenty-three (23) of this Count IV with the
same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.



ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 23 of

Count 111 as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 23 of Count IV.

24.  That on December 14, 2004, the defendant GMC was guilty of one or more of the
following willful and wanton acts or omissions:

a.

1]

h.

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and
require finishing manufacturers/assemblers to complete/fit-out the SUV so
as to minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which lacked all necessary safety features to protect
users of said product from post-impact fuel fed fires;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product that was unreasonably dangerous to the user;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product without appropriate safety devices;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to incorporate safeguards that would have prevented the
risk of post-collision fire;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs violated applicable federal, state, local and/or industry standards;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to properly test the component parts of the SUV after its
manufacture and prior to sale;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to adequately and properly test said product after its
design and/or assembly under reasonably foreseeable circumstances;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, rnanufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which was not reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its
intended and represented purposc;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to design and/or utilize proper designs or procedures for
the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or distribution of the SUV so as to



ANSWER:

minimize the risk of post-collision fire;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufacured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed the SUV without incorporating therein the state of the art of the
industry and the state of the art in the science and engineering of fuel
systems;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product in a defective condition;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to recall and/or retrofit the SUV with an adequately
designed fuel system;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which could be designed more safely;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, manufactured, assembled, sold, and/or distributed a
SUV that was not crashworthy;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to direct and require finishing manufacturers/assemblers to
adhere to applicable safety regulations and standards;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled., manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a SUV with a defective fuel system;

GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 24 and each of its

subparts because they are not true.

25.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing willful and
wanton acts or omissions, plaintiff decedent Roberts suffered severe burns, anxiety, fear,
injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible
losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

ANSWER:

true.

GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 25 because they are not

26.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing
willful and wanton acts or omissions, plaintiff decedent Roberts’ vehicle was a total loss.
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ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 26 because they are not
true.

27.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife Mazie Roberts, and his
children: John Roberts, Jr., Milton Roberts, Melvin Roberts, Marilyn Roberts, Malcom Roberts,
and Michael Roberts, all of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and
companionship as a direct result of the wrongful death of John Roberst, Sr.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 27 and thus denies them.

COUNT V - GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
SURVIVAL ACT

1-27. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through twenty-
seven (27) of Count IV as paragraphs one (1) through twenty-seven (27) of this Count V with the
same force and effect as though fully set forth herein

ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 27 of
Count IV as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 27 of Count V.

28.  That John Roberts Sr. survived for a period of time between the impact, burning,
and his asphyxiation.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 28 and thus denies them.

29. That during the aforesaid time, John Roberts Sr., suffered severe bums, anxiety,
fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible
losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures and the loss of future earning capacity as a
direct and proximate result of the wrongful acts and/or omissions of the defendant GMC.

ANSWER: GM denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 29 because they are not

frue.

COUNT VI - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX
STRICT LIABILITY - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-29. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through twenty-

nine (29) of Count V as paragraphs one (1) through twenty-nine (29) of this Count VI with the
same force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

11



ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 29 of
Count V as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 29 of Count VL

30.  That on information and belief, at all times relevant, defendant Grossinger placed
in to the stream of commerce for distribution and sales to the public in the county of Cook, state
of Illinois, the 1997 GMC Jimmy VIN# 1GKDTI3W6V2504292, which was thereafter
purchased by decedent Roberts from Grossinger of Lincolnwood at its facility in Lincolnwood,
county of Cook, state of Illinois and which vehicle he was occupying and driving near the
intersection of Sibley Boulevard and Greenwood Avenue, in the city of Dolton, county of Cook,
state of Illinois on December 14, 2004.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 30 and thus denies them.

31.  That on information and belief, at all times relevant, defendant Grossinger, in the
course of business marketed, offered for sale, sold to decedent Roberts and thereby placed in the
stream of commerce at Lincolnwood, county of Cook, state of Illinois a certain consumer
product, to wit: the 1997 GMC Jimmy automobile, which vehicle Roberts was occupying and
driving near the intersection of Sibley Boulevard and Greenwood Avenue, in the city of Dolton,
county of Cook, state of Illinois immediately prior to his death.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 31 and thus denies them.

32.  That defendant Grossinger was guilty of one or more of the following careless
and negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997 GMC Jimmy unreasonably dangerous:

a. carelessly and negligently failed to properly inspect the 1997 GMC Jimmy
prior to transferring possession thereof to decedent Roberts;

b. carelessly and negligently failed to market, provide, and/or sell a safe and
crashworthy vehicle which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel
tank to decedent Roberts;

c. carelessly and negligently failed to incorporate in, use, install, utilize,
and/or provide sufficiently and adequately safe, suitable and sturdy parts,
components and/or materials and procedures and/or techniques with
respect to said fuel system and fuel tank in the vehicle purchased by
decedent Roberts;

d. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent, with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as to
the inadequate construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank and lack of a safety,
crashworthiness and/or impact resistance to such rear impact as decedent
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encountercd in the incident;

€. carelessly and negligently failed to conduct timely, adequate and/or
sufficient tests related to the construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank safety,
crashworthiness and/or impact resistance to rear impacts such as the one
the decedent encountered in the incident;

f. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including decedent
with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as to the fuel
tanks inadequate construction and the potential for the fuel tank rupturing;

g. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent, a safe, crashworthy and impact -resistance fuel tank and fuel
system.

ANSWER: GM neither admits nor denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 32
and each of its subparts because they do not pertain to GM.

33.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing defective
conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent Roberts suffered severe burns, anxiety,

fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible
losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

ANSWER: GM denies that its 1997 GMC Jimmy was defectively designed or
manufactured. GM neither admits nor denies the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph
33 because they do not pertain to GM.

34.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing

defective conditions of the 1997 GMC Jimmy, plaintiff decedent Roberts’ vehicle was a total
loss.

ANSWER: GM denies that its 1997 GMC Jimmy was defectively designed or
manufactured. GM neither admits or denies the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 34
because they do not pertain to GM.

35.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife Mazie Roberts, and his
children: John Roberts, Jr., Milton Roberts, Melvin Roberts, Marilyn Roberts, Malcom Roberts,

and Michael Roberts, all of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and
companionship as a direct result of the wrongful death of John Roberts, Sr.
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ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 35 and thus denies them.

COUNT VII - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX
NEGLIGENCE - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-35.  Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through thirty-five
(35) of Count VI as paragraphs one (1) through thirty-five (35) of this Count VII with the same
force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 35 of
Count VI as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 35 of Count VII.

36. That defendant Grossinger owed decedent Roberts, as a purchaser, owner, and
user of said 1997 GMC Jimmy, a duty to distribute, market, and sell a safe, crashworthy vehicle
which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel tank.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 36 and thus denies them.

37.  That defendant Grossinger breached its aforementioned duty and was guilty of
one or more of the following careless and negligent acts or omissions, which made said 1997
GMC Jimmy unreasonably dangerous:

a. carelessly and negligently failed to properly inspect the 1997 GMC Jimmy
prior to transferring possession thereof to decedent Roberts;

b. carelessly and negligently failed to market provide, and/or sell a safe and
crashworthy vehicle which had an impact resistant fuel system and fuel
tank to decedent Roberts;

c. carelessly and negligently failed to incorporate in, use, install, utilize,
and/or provide sufficiently and adequately, safe, suitable and sturdy parts,
components and/or materials and procedures and/or techniques with
respect to said fuel system and fuel tank in the vehicle purchased by
decedent Roberts;

d. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent, with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as to
the inadequate construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank and lack of a safety,
crashworthiness and/or impact resistance to such rear impact as decedent
encountered in the incident;

c. carclessly and negligently failed to conduct timely, adequate and/or
sufficient tests related to the construction of the vehicle’s fuel tank safety,
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crashworthiness and/or impact resistance to rear impacts such as the one
the decedent encountered in the incident;

f. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including decedent
with timely, adequate and sufficient warnings alerting them as to the fuel
tanks inadequate construction and the potential for the fuel tank rupturing;

g. carelessly and negligently failed to provide consumers, including
decedent, a safe, crashworthy and impact resistance fuel tank and fuel
system.

ANSWER: GM neither admits nor denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 37
and each of its subparts because they do not pertain to GM.

38.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned
careless and negligent acts or omissions by defendant Grossinger, plaintiff decedent Roberts

suffered severe burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and
emotional and other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

ANSWER: GM denies that its 1997 GMC Jimmy was defectively designed or
manufactured, and neither admits nor denies the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 38
because they do not pertain to GM.

39.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing

careless and negligent acts or omissions by defendant Grossinger, plaintiff decedent Roberts’
vehicle was a total loss.

ANSWER: GM denies that its 1997 GMC Jimmy was defectively designed or
manufactured, and neither admits nor denies the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 39
because they do not pertain to GM.

40.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife Mazie Roberts, and his
children: John Roberts, Jr., Milton Roberts, Melvin Roberts, Marilyn Roberts, Malcom Roberts,
and Michael Roberts, all of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and
companionship as a direct result of the wrongful death of John Roberts, Sr.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or

deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 40 and thus denies them.
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COUNT VII - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX

WILLFUL & WANTON - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-40. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through forty (40)
of Count VII as paragraphs one (1) through forty (40) of this Count VIII with the same force and
effect as though fully set forth herein,

ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 40 of

Count VII as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 40 of Count VIII.

41.  That on December 14, 2004, the defendant Grossinger was guilty of one or more
of the following willful and wanton acts or omissions:

a.

h.

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs carelessly, negligently, and improperly failed to direct and
require finishing manufacturers/assembler, to complete/fit-out the SUV so
as to minimize the risk of post-impact fuel fed fires;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which lacked all neccessary safety features to protect
users of said product from post-impact fuel fed fires;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product that was unreasonably dangerous to the user;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product without appropriate safety devices;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to incorporate safeguards that would have prevented the
risk of post-collision fire;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs violated applicable federal, state, local and/or industry standards;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to properly test the component parts of the SUV after its
manufacture and prior to sale;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to adequately and properly test said product after its
design and/or assembly under reasonably foreseeable circumstances;

With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
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plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which was not reasonably fit, suitable or safe for its
intended and represented purpose;

j- With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to design and/or utilize proper designs or procedures for
the manufacture, assembly, sale and/or distribution of the SUV so as to
minimize the risk of post-collision fire;

k. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed the SUV without incorporating herein the state of the art of the
industry and the state of the art in the science and engineering of fuel
systems;

L. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product in a defective condition;

m. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to recall and/or retrofit the SUV with an adequately
designed fuel system;

. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a product which could be designed more safely;

0. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, manufactured, assembled, sold, and/or distributed a
SUV that was not crashworthy;

p. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs failed to direct and require finishing manufacturers/assemblers to
adhere to applicable safety regulations and standards;

q. With utter indifference and a conscious disregard for the safety of
plaintiffs designed, assembled, manufactured, sold, supplied and/or
distributed a SUV with a defective fuel system.

ANSWER: GM denies that its 1997 GMC Jimmy was defectively designed or
manufactured, and neither admits nor denies the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 41

and each of its subparts because they do not pertain to GM.

42.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing willful and
wanton acts or omissions, plaintiff decedent Roberts suffered severe burns, anxiety, fear,
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injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible
losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.

ANSWER: GM denies that its 1997 GMC Jimmy was defectively designed or
manufactured, and neither admits nor denies the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 42
because they do not pertain to GM.

43.  That as a further direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing
willful and wanton acts or omissions, plaintiff decedent Roberts’ vehicle was a total loss.

ANSWER: GM denies that its 1997 GMC Jimmy was defectively designed or
manufactured, and neither admits nor denies the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 43
because they do not pertain to GM.,

44.  That plaintiff decedent left surviving as his heirs his wife Mazie Roberts, and his
children: John Roberts, Jr., Milton Roberts, Melvin Roberts, Marilyn Roberts, Malcom Roberts,
and Michael Roberts, all of whom have suffered severe pecuniary loss, and loss of society and
companionship as a direct result of the wrongful death of John Roberts, Sr.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 44 and thus denies them.

COUNT IX - GROSSINGER AUTOPLEX
SURVIVAL ACT

1-44.  Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through forty-four
(44) of Count VIII as paragraphs one (1) through forty-four (44) of this Count IX with the same
force and effect as though fully set forth herein.

ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 44 of
Count VIII as its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 44 of Count IX.

45.  That John Roberts Sr. survived for a period of time between the impact, burning,
and his asphyxiation.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations of Paragraph 45 and thus denies them.

45, That during the aforesaid time, John Roberst Sr., suffered severe bums, anxiety,
fear, injurics, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotional and other intangible
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losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures and the loss of future earing capacity as a
direct and proximate result of the wrongful acts and/or omissions of the defendant Grossinger
Autoplex.

ANSWER: GM neither admits nor denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 45
because they do not pertain to GM.

COUNT X - LEONARD W, JOHNSON IV
NEGLIGENCE - WRONGFUL DEATH

1-14. Plaintiff repeats, realleges, and incorporates paragraphs one (1) through fourteen
(14) of Count | as paragraphs one (1) through fourteen (14) of this Count X with the same force
and effect as though fully set forth herein.

ANSWER: GM restates and incorporates its answers to Paragraphs 1 through 14 of
Count [ as its answers to Paragraph 1 through 14 of Count X,

15. That on December 14, 2004 the defendant Johnson owned or possessed or
controlled a 1992 Ford Crown Victoria that he was driving in a easternly direction along Sibley
Boulevard near Greenwood Avenue in the city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of Illinois.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 15 and thus denies them.

16.  That at aforesaid time and place the plaintiff decedent Roberts was the driver of
the 1997 GMC Jimmy, VIN# 1GKDT13W6V2504292 and was waiting at a red light in the left-
turn lane headed eastbound on Sibley Boulevard at the intersection of Sibley Boulevard and
Greenwood Avenue, in the city of Dolton, county of Cook, state of Illinois.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 16 and thus denies them.

17. That at aforesaid time, place and intersection, defendant Johnson operated the
aforementioned motor vehicle in a negligent and careless manner, and caused said motor vehicle
to crash into the rear-end of decedent Roberts’ motor vehicle.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 17 and thus denies them.

18.  That as a result of the impact, Roberts’ 1997 GMC Jimmy burst into flames,

rolled over and came into contact with another vehicle, a 2001 Buick Centry. The Buick Centry
then also caught fire.
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ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 18 and thus denies them.

19.  That witnesses attempted to remove Roberts from his burning vehicle.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 19 and thus denies them.

20.  That according to witnesses, Roberts struggled to free himself while in the 1997
GMC Jimmy. However, the Jimmy rapidly became fully engulfed in flames which eventually
caused Roberts’ death by asphyxiation.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 20 and thus denies them.

21.  That the defendant Johnson owed a duty to use ordinary care and caution for the
safety of the plaintiff decedent Roberts and the motor vehicle in which the decedent was
traveling,

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information or knowledge upon which to admit or

deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 21 and thus denies them.

22.  That at the aforesaid time and place the plaintiff decedent Roberts was exercising
reasonable care for his own safety and the safety of others.

ANSWER: GM lacks sufficient information and knowledge upon which to admit or
deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 22 and thus denies them.
23. That at said time, place, and intersection, defendant Johnson breached his

aforementioned duty and was guilty of one or more of the following careless and negligent acts
or omissions:

a. carelessly and negligently operated said motor vehicle at an excessive rate
of speed;
b. carelessly and negligently operated said motor vehicle without keeping a

proper and sufficient lookout for other motor vehicles in and about the
area and more particularly, for decedent’s vehicle;

c. carelessly and negligently failed to decrease the speed of said motor
vehicle so as to avoid colliding into the rear end of the decedent’s motor
vehicle, contrary to and in violation of the provisions of Chapter 95 %,
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Section 11-60 (a) of the Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois;

d. carelessly and negligently failed to keep said motor vehicle under proper
control and failed to stop, slow down or otherwise alter the speed,
movement or direction of said vehicle when danger of collision with the
decedent’s motor vehicle was imminent;

€. carelessly and negligently failed to sound hom prior to impact;

f. In violation of Illinois Revised Statute Chapter 96 4 Section 11-0003.1
failed to exercise due care to avoid colliding with the rear end of the
decedent’s motor vehicle;

8. carclessly and negligently failed to make timely application of the brakes;
h. Was otherwise careless and negligent.
ANSWER: GM neither admits nor denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 23
and each of its subparts because they do not pertain to GM.

24.  That as a direct and proximate result of one or more of the foregoing careless and
negligent acts or omissions by the defendant Johnson, plaintiff decedent Roberts suffered severe
burns, anxiety, fear, injuries, and conscious pain and suffering, both physical and emotional and
other intangible losses such as the loss of life and of life’s pleasures.
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