
NISSAN NISSAN NORTH AMERICA, INC. 

Corporate Headquarters 
333 Commerce Street 
Nashville, TN 37201-1800 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 685001 
Franklin, TN 37068-5001 

Telephone: 615.725.31 11 

January 23, 2008 

Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
Attention: Recall Management Division 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Associate Administrator: 

We are transmitting the enclosed Defect Information Report in accordance with 49 CFR 
Part 573. 

Thule Corporation has reported to NHTSA (see attached Part 573 report), that a hitch 
mounted bike carrier which they manufacture has a safety defect. Nissan purchases the 
subject bike carriers from Thule and sells them as a Nissan accessory. 

Nissan will conduct a voluntary recall campaign to  remedy the defect and your office will 
be provided with copies of all notices. Nissan plans to  notify dealers on February 11, 
2008 and begin owner notifications on the same day in the manner outlined in the 
attached report. 

Very truly, ,,, - , -7-7, 

Frank D. Slaveter 
Senior Manager, 
Technical Compliance 

Encl. 

RECEIVED
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RECALL MGMT. DIV.
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DEFECT INFORMATION REPORT 

1. Manufacturer: 

Nissan North America, Inc., which p~lrchased the subject accessory bicycle racks from 
Thule, Inc., their manufacturer. 

2. Units Potentiallv Involved: 

Nissan or Infinit i  accessory bicycle rack (part number 999R5-AR000) sold during 
2005-2007. 

3. Total Number of Units Potentiallv Involved: 

Nissan has purchased approximately 480 units from Thule 

4. Percentaae of Subject Bicvcle Racks Estimated to Actually Contain the Defect: 

5. Description of the Defect: 

Thule has determined that a pinch point exists in between the bike arm bracket and 
the upright assembly. The manufacturer of the bicycle rack is: 

Thule Inc. 
42 Silvermine Road 
Seymo~lr, CT 06483 

6. Chronoloqy of Principle Events 

June 29, 2007 - Thule determined that a safetydefect exists in certain hitch-style 
bike racks and notified NHTSA that they were performing a safety recall. 

Thule did not notify Nissan of this issue. 

December 12, 2007 - NHTSA contacted Nissan to advise that Thule bike racks sold 
by Nissan were subject to  a recall. 

December 12-21, 2007 - Nissan contacted 'rhule to  get information regarding the 
safety recall notice. 

December 21, 2007 - Thule notified Nissan of the safety recall of certain hitch-style 
bicycle racks sold to  Nissan. 

December 21-January 15, 2008 - Nissan conducted an internal investigation to  
identify the scope of the potentially affected inventory of bicycle racks. 

January 15, 2008 - Nissan determined that a recall campaign should be conducted. 

7. Description of Corrective Action : 



Nissan will supply customers with instructions and parts kits prepared by Thule to 
remedy the bicycle rack. The parts include a label and rubber stopper that is easy to  
install. 

As indicated above, this rack was offered for sale a t  Nissan dealers as an accessory 
item. As a result, i t  is difficult to  directly identify purchasers. However, we are 
attempting to identify as many affected purchasers as possible. 

Nissan will notify dealers of  the issue, and request the dealer to check sales records 
for c ~ ~ s t o m e r  information. I n  the event a dealer can identify customers who have 
purchased the bike rack, Nissan will send a recall letter to  those customers. 
Additionally, notification of potentially affected customers who we are unable to 
contact by mail will be done through a press release and an alert on a portion of the 
Nissan web site devoted to aftermarket accessories. 

8. Copv of Notices: 

Copies of all notices will be provided to  NHTSA as they become available. 



PART 573 Defect and N o n c o m ~ l i a n c e  Report 

On June 27, 2007, Thule, hc. determined that a defect which reIates to motor 
vehicle safety exists in items of motor vehicle equipment listed below, and is furnishing notification to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in accordance with 49 CFR Part 573 Defect and 

----- 
Noncompliance Reports. 

Date this report was prepared: June 29,2007 

Furnish the manufacturer's identification code for this recall (if applicable): -N/A 

1. Identify the full corporate name of the fabricating manufacturerhrand name/trademark owner of the 
recalled item of equipment. If the recalled item of equipment is imported, provide the name and mailing 
address of the designated agent as prescribed by 49 U.S.C. 930164. 

THULE. INC., 42 Silvermine Road. Sevmour. CT 06483 

ldentlfy the corporate official, by name and title, whom the agency should contact with respect to this recall. 

Noel Roberts, Director of Quality 

Telephone Number: 203-881-4875 Fax No.: 203-888-4252 

Name and Title of Person who prepared this report. 

Noel Roberts, Director of Ouality 

RECEIVED 
2007 JULY -3 P2:30 
DEFECTS INVESTIGATION 
RECALL MGMT DIV. 



Identify the Recalled Items of Equi~menf 

2. Identify the Items of Equipment Involved in this Recall.for each make and model o r  applicable item 
equipmentpr~duct line (provide illustrutions or  photographs as  necessary to describe the itern of 
equipment), provide 

Generic name of the item: 

Make: Model : - [SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT A] 

Part Number: Size: 

Function: 

Model Years Involved: - 
Other information which characterizes/distinguishes the items of equipment to be reca\led: 

Make: Model: _ 
Part Number: Size: 

Function: 

Model Years Involved: 

Other information which characterizesldistinguishes the i terns of equipment to be recalled: 

-- -- 
Make: Model: 

Part Number: Size: 

Function: 

Model Years Involved: 

Other information which characterizesldistinguishes the ltcms of equipment to be recalled: 

- - - - - 
Make: Model: 

Part Number: Size: 

Model Years Involved: 

Function: - -- 

Other inforlnation which characterizes/distinguishes the items of equipment to be recalled: 



[dentify the approximate percentage of the production of all the recalled models manufactured by your company 
between the inclusive dates of manufacture provided above, that the recalled model population represents. F~~ 
example, if the recall involved Widgets equipped with certain items of equipment from January 1, 1997 trough 
April 1,  1997, then what was the petcentage of the recalled Widgets of all Widgets manufactured during that 
time period. 

ONE HUNDRED PERCENT 1100%) 

11. ldentifvinp the Recall Poaulation 

3 ,  Furnish the total number of items of equipment recalled potentially containing the defect or 
noncompliance. 

Number of Items 
Model Year Potentiallv involved 

'Total Number Potentially Affected by the Recall: l--4-- 
4. Furnish the approximate percentage of the total number of items of equipment estimated to actually 
contain the defect or noncompliance: ONE HUNDRED PERCENT (100%) 

Identify and describe how the recall population was determined - in particular how the recalled models were 
selected and the basis for the beginning and final dates of manufacture of the recalled items of equipment: 

~hule-mannfactured "hitch" style bicycle racks with "fold downm style bike arms did not 

contain the identified defect prior to the 2003 model year. All Thule-manufactured "bitch" 

style bicycle racks with fold-down style bike arms sold durinp the 2003-2007 period are 

covered by this recall. Tbe number of units sold bv model and model year were determined 

from comDany sales records. 



111. Describe the Defect or Noncompliance 

5 .  Describe the defect or noncompliance. The description should address the nature and physical 
location of the defect or noncompliance. Illustrations should be provided as appropriate. 

2 
style bicycle rack. When moving the bike arm bracket to its down ~osition,this pinch poiat 

has the potential of causing a severe laceration or amputation to the user's f i n ~ e r t j ~ s  or hand. 

Bee  attached Exhibit B) 

-- - - 
------I _. C_ 

Describe the cause(s) of the defect or noncompliance condition. 

--- 

Existence of pinch point. (see above) 
-- 

-- 

Describe the consequence(~) of the defect or noncompliance condition. 

- 

Potential for personal injury, including severe laceration or amputation. (see above) 

Identify any warning which can (a) precede or @) occur. 

None. -- 

1f the defect or noncompliance is in a component or assembly purchased from a supplier, identify the supplier 
by corporate name and address. 

Not applicable. -- 



Identify the name and title of the chief executive officer or knowledgeable representative of the supplier: 

Not applicable. 

IV. Provide the Cbronolopy in Determininp the Defect/Noncomdjonce 

If  the recall is for a defict, complete item 6, otherwise item 7. 

6 .  With respect to a defect, fbmish a chronological summary (including dates) of all the principle events 
that were the basis for the determination of the defect. The summary should include, but not be limited to, 
the number of reports, accidents, injuries, fatalities, and warranty claims. 

Tbale, Inc. received two r~norts  in 2095 of end Users s ~ s t a i n i ~ g  iniurv while using its "bitch" swle 

bicycle racks. Two additional reDorts were received in 2006. Another report was received in May of 

2007. (See attached Exhibit Q 

7. With respect to a noncompliance, identify and provide the test results or other data (in chronological 
order and including dates) on which the noncompliance was determined. 

Not applicable. - - - -  

-- 

V. Identify the Remedy 

8. Furnish a description of the manufacturer's remedy for the defect or noncompliance. Clearly describe 
the differences between the recall condition and the remedy. 

A rubber bumper is installed onto the bike arm bracket to eliminate the pinch point bv preventing 

the user's finger or hand from beine pinched between the bike arm bracket and the upright 

assembly when the bike arm bracket is moved to its down ~ositioa. A label is also  laced on the bike 

arm assembly to warn against the pinch ~oin t .  ISee attached Exhibit Dl com~rehensive 

instructions In the form of a Receiver Hitch Retro Fit Kit will be provided to end-users after pre- 

approval from NHTSA as part of this campd~n.  [See attached Exhibit El The remedy contsin~ the 

rubber bumper, label and the insbuctions and it eliminates the  inch ~ o i o l  whereas the recall 

condition does not. 

79430.1 



Clearly describe the distinguishing characteristics of the remedy componenVassembly versus the recalled 
cornponent/assembl y. 

The remedy as applied contains a rubber bumper, warn in^ label and instructions and eliminates the 
pinch point, whereas the recalled assembly does not. 

[dentify and describe how and when the recall condition was corrected in production. If the production 
remedy was identical to the recall remedy in the field, so state. If the product was discontinued, so state. 

The ~ ~ o d u c t i o n  remedy is identical to the recall remedy. Production of Yhitch" style bicycle racks 

with fold-down arms containine the remedy first occurred on or about June 15.2007. AS of June 27, 

2007, ~roduction of "hitch" swle bicvcle racks with fold-down arms without the remedy described 

herein was discontinued. 

VI. Identify the Recall Schedule 

Furnish a schedule or agenda (with specific dates) for notification to other manufacturers, dealers/retailers, 
and purchasers. Please. identify any foreseeable problems with implementing the recall. 

June 27: Thule Inc's determlnatlon of defect 

June 29: Submission of Part 573 Report 

June 29: Stop Sale Notice to dealers and OES Customers 

1 Recall Notice letters to dealers and OES Custopers with -Point of Sale material July 5: 

July 5: Notice posted on Thule, Inc, website 

July 5: Establish a designated toll free 800 phone number for end-users with acal] center 

. ~ u l y  5:  Press Release 

J ~ I V  5:  Thule, Inc, will be prepared to bePin sendine NHTSA ore-assroved notice letters to end- 
users upon receipt of the necessary c o n ~ c t  information and will continue to do same throughout this 
recall campaim. 

Few problems with im~lementin? the recall are foreseen. However, T h u k  Inc. advises that the 

identity of end users of the product are not known to Thule. Inca with the exceotion of those end 

' ~ l l  activities and communications done on or after k l y  5,2007, assumes receipt of pre-approval by NHTSA. 

7943 0.1 



users who have repistered warranties directly with Thule, Inc. or may be otherwise in Thule, lac9s  

database. For that reason, Thule, i n c  will work in ~0ni~nctioxb with its dealers and OES customers 

to obtain the names and addressers of the end users. In addition, the logistics of the recall for a 

small ~erceatage of product sold to Thule. Inc.'s OES customers will likelv depend. in part, on 

requirements imposed on Thule, lnc. by these OES customers. 

 NO^: The recall schedule described herein will be a~pl ied  uniformlv and throughout the United 

states. The remedy bas been developed bv Thule. Inc. and Thule, Ioc. believes that i t  bas sufficjeot 

parts m d  other reso.urces in place to bwin and C O U ~ U C ~  the recall* Follow-up notification will be 

transmitted to Tbule, Inc.'s dealersIOES customers and end-users as needed, 

VII. Furnish Recall Communications 

9. Furnish a final copy of all notices, bulletins, and other communications that relate directly to the defect 
ar noncompliance and which are sent to more than one manufacturer, distributor, or purchaser. This 

all communications (including both original and follow-up) concerning this recall from the time 
your company determines the defect or noncompliance condition on, not just the initial notification. A 
DRAFT copy of the notification documents should be submitted to this o//iee by Fax (202-366- 7882) for 
. r e d  prior to mailing. 

Note: Thefie documents are to be submitted separately from those provided in accordance with Part 
;573.8 rea uiremen ts. 

The Privacy Act of 1974 - Public Law 93-579, AS Amended, This information is requestedpursuanl lo the 
,zu&hority vested in the National Highway Trafic Safety Act and subsequent amendments. You are under 
,qo obljgation to respond to this quationnatre. Your response maybe used to assist the N m A  in 
,determining whether o manufadurer should take appropriate action to correct a safety defect. I/the 
.VHTSA proceeds with administration enforcement or litigation against a manufacturer, your respon.qe, or 
.;tot~s&icnl summary thereof: may be used in support of the agency's action. 
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1  
----- Exhibit A COWFIDE~IAL 

I I I 
I I 
I 

I - - -- - - -- 1 1 I 

----- - Year 2003 2004 1 2007 ] Grand / 
Sku Desc. - Quantity I Total j 

. 

I I I pment Sales brands I I 

I 

Thule Brands 
7533598 934XT HPP SWEDEN 
7533599 935XT HPP SWEDEN 

934 HITCHING POST PRO 2" 4 BIKE 
934XT HITCHING POST PRO 4 BlKE 2 

-- 935 HITCHING POST PRO 1.25" 4 BIKE 
-.. -- - 935XT HITCHING POST PRO 4 BIKE 1.25 

936 HITCHING POST PRO 2" 2 BlKE 
933xr ijlTcHlNG POST PRO 2 BIKE 2' 

- - - 937 HITCHING POST PRO 1.25" 2 BIKE 
937XT HITCHING POST PRO 2 Bl KE I .25" 
- 951 HITCHING POST PRO  BIKE] 

- - 951XT HITCHING POST PRO 5 8lKE 2" 
995 €XPRESSWAY 1.25" 4 BIKE 

I 
i 

- -- - -- -- 
I 

- 

- ----d -- 
I I --__---- 
I -- 1 
I 

- -  - -7 

I 

-- --- ---- 
I 

-- - -  - i 
I 

-- 
i 

Subtotal 0 1, 
I 

-- - 
I 

---- - -- - 
I 
I 
I 

--- - -- -A - __. 

995XT EXPRESSWAY 4 BIKE 1.25"; 
-1- I 

1 -- 996 EXPRESSWAY 2" 4 BIKE] 1 
996XT EXPRESSWAY 4 BIKE 2" 

998 TRAILBLAZER 
998XT TRAl L B W E R  4 81 KE 2", 

I 

I I 
Subtotal I 1 ! 

1 

I , I ! 

I I 

-7 I 
1 

1 
I 

I 

Grand total: -- - 1 4 0 1 0 f 0 0 1 
-- -- 

I I 
I 

I I 
I 

I I I +- 
I 

1 

! 

--I 

I 

I 

- 

I 
~ +------ 

I 
1 
1 
I , I /  - ---- i 

- ---- 

-- 
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Exhibit C 

Date of Incideot -- 
8/19/2005 

Reported on 9/7/05 

Product 
9361937 Hitching Post 

Status 
User required 16 stitches and a split to , 

his left thumb when he dropped the bike 1 
arm and pinched his thumb between the 1 
upright and the bike arm. 

i 

Reported 1 1/4/05 

613 12 00 6 

Reported on 6/8/2006 
8/28/2006 

Reported 8/28/2006 

998XT Trailblazer 

511 312007 
i 

934XT 

996XT 

User sustained a partial amputation of 
her right index finger while adjusting the 
bike rack. 

User is 9 year old boy. Left middle 
finger at first joint was injured requiring 
surgery. 
User required surgery to repair middle 
finger of right hand at first joint. Injury 
occurred on floor display. 

934XT 

, 

Two children were involved. One child 
pulled the pin injuring the second child. 

Reported on 5/14/2006 to 
Thule by retail store 

Middle finger completely severed 
between nail and knuckle. 

1 
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Remow pin end luw4 lower upper bike mn aasunMy and ensum 
mpwfadlm ol b p r  as Uludmted. 
Wrez la goudAs el k cordon. abdsMl le bras de ri lo sllperieu e! asur~7-vous 
du bon fmdhnmsnt du pare-dm, tel uu'luttrt. I 



THWLE RACK GUIDELINES 
- 
m n  ushp 7bulc Lmd h t T k P  nd W~MCS, tb -1 

~1 ""ds-d (~ecsunmr .  ~ h r  poi& listed below 
will you in ~ n g  Ihe rack system and will encauraga 
saltty. 

DIRECTIVES POUR SMPPORT THULE 

. ~~r wity fib a d  m(ctr, w arly Ulr reoomnsnded 
rack or a c w o w  as atatad h 'lhrb's c ~ a t  At Guide. 
[to not asrum 8 rick vrWl (ill s)vriiy~ check * G U m M  
Flt Gulds whon obtrhhg 8 r#W WhidO.  
lhi@m stated dhcnrlu in t k m  b#tMellms, do not 
carry m m  W n  rn kg (186 98.) on fhuk Lwd Cmiers, 
1 hule load carriers do not increase g u m  or r o d  
s ~ ~ g t n .  TW cm na( wwraaty lords that exceed this 
b d t .  Tow load - eulp wdQhl p b  rrdght of 
~~ccerrorios used to carry COrgo. 
I,- nrlb d#m an own wlmc mouotlng a 
r w (  rack aysttm. M e  lure all kmbs, bolts, screw& 

snd lodrs am firmly attachdl tighbd m d  
lacked batm wary bip. bok, bdta a m  *am a d  
I C X ~  murt be p s r i a ~ y  inspaclad for signs of wrea, 
c ~ r * ,  and h\lg\r. Chsck yauf lord 1 rtoW dwtnl 
tk trip to enrvm conti- 

•  he& 1-1 m d  fir taws povrmin~ projuctlan of 
cwag brymd titu pcrlmter af a vehi i .  Be aware of 
th a of argo h c e  Iw deafanem 
bmckg,wec, and pafitng aaagm cm atfact me 
load. AH cargo r v i ~  rthct ths whide'r driving behavior. 
II~VU with any lock, knob a rack in an oprn or 
i n l o c h d  podition M long ~ o i d r  a& BS, but not lhribd 
t o , s a i ~ s r & , ~ & , k ~  canoes, and lumber 
must be tird down wont and ner to tha bumpers a tow 
hookr of the vehide. 
n- y- fhuk rock m d  rnhan l b Y  are 
,101 In use a d   om atmdb n r  wllbhrr. 
nll ktlrt maul be m e d  and mmd ~cr -1~  
tr\run -~ l  m a & n .  Urs gmpbtts or dry lubricant 
10 this. T- w a n  dc~gmd to detw vandrlimn 
; ~ d  ~hdt h t  shod not k c d d s n d  thrn ~rPd. 

rnlurblt gerrlf your vehicle k matbndsd for 
efi- period. Place at least me key in tht 

!~lme camaarlmecll. 
!:or safety to your VOW and rack s-, obey all 
w t ~  s p e d  and tram cauWm Ada~t your 

.- the condmm ot h e  road and the IM bdng 
1:arlkb. 
00 not use ~hulc bad afi~n a d  ~ c e u h  fa 
purpares 0- &an t h a t  fa which they were designed. 
oo notexced thsk olminp crpacIty. Failurn to follow 
the= guldslimr or p r a W s  Instruetlonr wilt vdd 
the w-. . [;ont~ m your lhub dsalsr i f  you hwe m y  q ~ ~ l m 6  
regarding ths ~ p e r a l l w  md Ildb et Tnth #md- 
ltwview JI inntmctims ad warranty htbrnraaon 
t:areful&. 

rn IM for use an trailrs or W e d  whim. 
Notfwo(lrooduta 

rn Keep bicycls tlrsr away from hot s ~ h r u r L  

P A u n s  PAM BASTIDORES THUL E 

~ M S ~ W  m s  UirhBz les w o r t s  xc~soires Thuk pul 

vonure, vols d e w  observer k-s wm 8ulv;ntes. Les 
cbnsells cidessaus visent a facilittf I'0mvloi de Wire wlerie et 
a I'~1ser en toute stkurltb. 

Cuandb m m m  y 8 c c m &  m&, d e k  aseaaae 
de entender was /asprecauc~es, LOS punt& hdimdos 
confinuaddn la q w d d n  a mar e~sisteppa de basll,j,,, 
bmentarih su w i d a d .  

Par respecter les rBgles be sdcuritd el obtenir u11 
aJM& de qUdt6, ulWisez urlquernentle le Oroduil w 
I'accessolre t2wnW dam le f ~ l d a  a m  de 
anrewanw de Thule. Ne ~ 6 -  Pa6 qu'm prodult 
sera adap(4; c d t e x  l o u b m  ur gulde de correspondance 
brspue K ~ S  X~B@ VI IWWU '&Mule. 
Saul MciIion mntraire, ne d$asse'l pas l a  cepad\b 
marlmale de 75 kg (165 bl permke pour b Wrle-charges 
de Thule. He transuortez pas plls de 75 kg 1165 Ibl sur les 
 am Thule. Ces dernUres a renforcenl pas vdre loll nl 
les MnIs de debatiolr. Le6 charges dfPAssant cdle Rmite ne 
wwat pas I r e  garantles. Charge totale = poids du 
chargement + pods des accessoires ulllis6s pour b 
frarrapater. 
Assurez-vars ~oujcus w les portes de la voilure smt 
oui8d~6 !as da  ahtio ti on d'un6 g a M .  h n t  de prendre 
la route, mwa-vas que les rnMes ,  la3 bubm ct lesvis 
son1 bien wnk, IS s a ~ k ~  b n  attwh6es0t IBS disposith 
be venculllaoe fern-& 11 dk. Examlnaz r&lierement ces 
QhenG efin do dkeler slgnt d'usure, de cnrsi i  ou 
ds fatigue. Vi!rifiiz v o b  charpmem atous ~es ar&s 
pendant vdre wage pour vous assurer qu'il est bkn 
attache. 
Vhiliez les bk lmbs ou provincials wr le dGwssemed 
d'oblet6 sur les cdtds d ' ~  dhlcule. S O W  UJnSCieM de la 
largeur et de la hautew de vdre: chargemen1 pou passer 
sous bs branches basses, les ponts et les pblwds de 
6 Q i u ~ n ~ t   tout CharkPmnt modifle bWe 
de r@ du vbhicule. Ne m w z j a m k  W ~ C  uw mure, 
m barm a, m h u  owerts ou non bbquk. Tous bs 
chargments hms, de M e  Wfs, ~lanthss 6 voile, b y a h .  
can&, bols, etc. d M  Bte attach& 4 i'wt et B an@m 
am pare-drocs ou aux crochets dd e m w a g e  du @hik. - Relkez volre oalerie et vos xcessoires'lhule brspue vous 
ne les flllstv pas et avant de passer au lave-auto. 
Faites fs(onctiomer r4guliCremenl toutes ks serrwes afin 
qu'dles ne se grippent pas. Employez du grapMe ou un 

. lubrifianl sec p u r  COnsewr leur sou~lesse. Lee anlivds 
Thole salt -Us W dsbuader H e r  18s 
8cles de MnbaP6me. RsrIrez tOrA mat&el de valeur de wtrc 
UCW s'il dcil rester sans surveibnce mad une 
Mkde wW. Gardez au mdns ufie db dans (1 A 
oanls. Pwr prater vatre vehicub el votre galerle, 
respedar les dtessas Zmiles et (e a&? & b route. 
Adapter voire vitwse aux wnditiona de la route et B la 
charga b a r n e e .  
~'w Pas de galede el d'ac~essoire~fhrle a d'autres 
tins 4oe ceks tmr IesqueUes 1s on? td congls. Ne 
d@asse;r pas leur capadib de charge mimale. Le 
non-respad de cts consignes el des L\strucl\m 
splciiiques au produil annulera h garanlie 
ComuIter wtre revendew pour toute queslion su le 
fonctbnnement d las limiles des praduils Th&. Lisez 
lenlivanant lmJles b ~ u c l l o n s  et la Intotmalions 
de h g s d i .  
Ne pas utillww sur une remaque ou un vdhicule wm0rq.h. 
Ng pas Milkier pwr la conduifs hors route. 
Gatdsr les pneus de W Qdgds du tuyau d'6chappernerd 
chaud. 

A K S e g ~ a a d ~  Pm ob/mt?t ~n duste nureclo, me 
mamtnle elks#& ecma mule remmmMo 
sm la dd W e  Thula mbr aclual. NO supooga 
81 WSb dd baaM0r, &mpre verifrque la Gula de ajusle 
mris aclvalcuandb cvrmpre un nu,,,,,, ~ k ~ b .  
Salvo ~~~h CtWharb1 no $8 d&e supera la 
CaPacm maxima d8 75 kp (165 Ib) dssigmfa para bs 
wfacaw de Thufu, ~o ds do 75 kg (165 
Ib.) en los prtPwrgas mule. ~ a p  ~w no 
incrementan la reslstmGCa de les cam/e$s nl del kh,, 
W e  no garantiza cargas excedan este ~ ~ j l ~ .  kgd 
!ofel = el de b C B ~ R  + el paso do /as accesorios 
usados para el lransporte. 
Smmpre ecim aub k pucr$s de~ a~bmd~d e s t h  
&Ifas cuando monk un s~sterna de bastidor p ~ a  [echo, 
C 8 d k e s d  de qm las per,Ik, I@ p-, (os ,mi/&, las 
cOnW Y )86 wddum edbn f i r m ~ m e ~ f ~  s~efos.  
~ t s d b s  Y w ~ a d o s  con h v e  ds coda viajs. 
DebereMisvpsriddkamenta pue k p e r ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  bpemos, 
lar lomilk y ys swos no wdn s&a(es 
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EXHIBIT 4 



Certificate in Sup~ort of Request for Confidentialitv 

Noel Roberts, pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR 512, state as follows: 

1) I am Director of Quality of Thule, Inc. and am authorized to execute this certificate on its 
behalf. 

2) I have examined Thule, Inc.'s Part 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report of June 29, 
2007 and hereby certify that certain information contained in the Part 573 Defect and 
Noncompliance Report and Exhibit A thereof constitutes confidential business information and 
is therefore entitled to confidential treatment under 5 USC 552 (bX4) and 49 CFR 5 12 et seq. 

3) 1 hereby request that the information contained in Thule, Inc.'s Part 573 Defect and 
Noncompliance Report be protected 60m public disclosure under 5 USC 552(b)(4) and 49 CFR 
5 12 et seq. indefinitely. 

4) I have received information From those individuals at Thule, Inc. with responsibility and 
authority in the normal course of Thule, Inc.'s business to release the information contained in 
the part 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report and Exhibit A of June 29, 2007, and hereby 
certify that, based upon the information SO received, to the best of my knowledge and upon 
infomation and belief, the information contained in Exhibit A of Thule, Inc.'s Part 573 Defect 
and Noncompliance Report of June 29, 2007, has never been released or become available 
outside Thule, Tnc. and authorized dealer representatives. 

5 )  1 make no representations beyond those contained in this certificate and, in pluticular, I 
make no representations as to whether this information may become available outside Thule, ~nc. 
because of unauthorized or inadvertent disclosure. 

6 )  I cettify under penalties of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Noel Roberts 

Subscribed and sworn to before me in Stamford, Connecticut on this 29th day of June 2007. 

Commission f e Superior Court 




