ODI RESUME

i Investigation: PE 07-034
U.S. Department Date Opened: 07/10/2007 Date Closed: 10/12/2007
of Transportation Principal Investigator: Sonny Murianka
National Highway Subject: Dash/Interior Fire
Traffic Safety
Administration

Manufacturer: IC Corporation
Products: 2005-2007 IC Corporation CE School Buses
Population: 23,333

Problem Description: Thermal events in the heater area

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI , Manufacturer Total
Complaints: 3 3 3
Crashes/Fires: 3 3 3
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
# Injuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0
# Fatalities: 0 0 0
Other*: 0 0 0
*Description of Other:

Action: This Investigation is closed. A safety defect trend has not been identified.

Engineer; Sonnu Murignka Date: 10/12/2007
Div. Chicf: Richiard Boyd (W0 Date:  10/12/2007
Office Dir.: Kathleen C. DeMeter Date: 10/12/2007

Summary: Based on the data provided by International and further review of the alleged fires, a safety related defect trend
has not been identified at this time.

A review of the warranty data provided no additional claims that describe step-well heater blower thermal events. No
warranty claims indicate fires or additional property damage to the bus. Similarly, a review of 64 applicable dealer reports
found no reference to smoke, fire, or burned components.

Other than the three fire claims mentioned in this PE, International has not identified any other reports-of fire relating to
the alleged defect for the 23,000 subject buses.

With regard to the three fires identified, International was only able to determine that the origin of the two Elgin fleet fires
occurred in the area of the step-well heater around the blower motor area. The origin of the St. Paul fire was not in the
area of the step-well heater, rather, based on the burn patterns of this unit, the fire originated to the left of the step-well
heater.

International plans to continue to monitor field reports and warranty claims related to the step-well heater and the front
electrical system. No field action of any kind is planned at this time. However international is continuing the
investigation with regard to the Elgin buses to try to understand the root cause of those two incidents.

A safety related defect trend has not been identified at this time and further use of agency resources is not currently ‘
warranted. The closing of this investigation does not constitute a finding by NHTSA that no safety-related defect exists.
The agency will continue to monitor reports and take the appropriate action if warranted by the circumstances.




