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PR FORD MOTOR COMPANY
FILED; .5

: DEPUTY CLERK

PETION FOR DAMAQGES

HOW SNTO COUAT, through undersigned counes! come Allstate Insurance

Company (Allatate™) - who respasthuly represent:
1.

Alsie (B a farsign compoeation autharized o do and doirgg businage m the Stale

of Loukiana,

L
s = 2orson of e fil age o maierity who resiciea o NN

Houme, Louisiana
L[]

Made defardant heran ls Ford Malor Comany {("Foaf"), & foreign corparation

regiatared to do and doing Tuisinsas 1n tha State of Lixssiana.
Iv.
Varwe s proper In fia case pursuant o Articke 74 of The Code of Givil Procedurs,
ax tha inoidsnt giving rise to thiz Digation occumed in SE. Jobn the Bapfict Parish.
_ V. _ .
leamuldharnquim!upwﬂmh-ﬂdumnmmﬂumdhy

peliflonere togother with ulhmqlfnﬂ and kgal Irdarast thaneon o the date of judcial
demand wntd pald for the reasons setforth bolow:

A1-
EAS-00S-LC-§152



Vi
At all materiaf times, NIz insured by a pokcy of inswranca iszuad by Alsiale,
Wil
In June, mm-mmdam1mmﬂ Fourwinda recreatanal vehicla
{hareixattar, “the RV from 3 secreational vehicls destership in Hammond, Loulsena,
Vil
Lipan icmafon and befiel, all equipmenl on the RY was ofigingl foon tha
manufachurer 2% tha Bma i was purdumih-n Jurva, 1557, Part of ¥nis originat
aquipment was e fusk injaction syalem,
DL
The fuel injection systam was an inkegral part of the RY which was acld by Ford by
recseational vehicle dealerahips in vasious stedes, Incuding: Loulsisna, within the Uniled
States,
. X.
m.mmzr,mm,nmmmdm- AV.
.
Tha paint of origin of the firs was datemined to ba Tha fuel injaction systam.
I,
The fira wad caussd by a defective firel injeclcr within the 8Vs fuel Injection system.
X,
The fire was the dirct and proximats cause of damage JJlAY and i=
contents.
XV,
The total cost o ERomage was $440, 807.75 phus smounts not covered by tha
Allstaio poficy as woll an Inconvanignes coals, -
RV.
The damage to Pordar's propady resuiisd irotn fie dehactiva and malfunctioning fuel
Ificioy, manutachwred and diziibuied by Ford.

EApn-2¢=-LL-2103




XVl
The fro was the diract and prosimale cause of damaga ol JJFv 2nd v
contents.
X\
I ctled upon Ford'a sidl and judgmant in designing, marufachuring and
disinbuling recreational vehiclas of thia type.
XVl

Ford had a duly el bo sell or =upply produsls to the ganel pubfic that are
unveasonably dangeraus, including the fusl inigckor inherenl o the roeational vehice
Ly quieation.

X,

Tha fuel injactor manufletured and zold 2z an inharant parl of tha RV hy Ford was
nat of merchantable quaily, unfit for the purpose for which it was Intandad, and was
unmwdanpumhﬁghtdira kresaaabls and intendad Lse al 1 tima it kaht tha
comnal of Ford inona or mom af tha following ways:

&) it meat defectivily designed;

B) It was defectfvady mamiachzad;
¢} Hwas improperly incpacied; and
daj ¥ was Improparly teatad.

At afi matevef imoe, Ford woe under a duly 10 exorcise ressonables cam lor the

urnwnr-pmmul propery.

Ford and ita respettive agantz and smployess braachad ﬂndutyhfmu;wmumd
he foliowing negligent acls o omlasions:

a)  dofuctively designad the fissl nfector;

b} dafectivaly manudsalured the teel Injecior

ct  Wnpeoperiy espectad the fuel Infectcr; and .
d) mproperty loated the fuet infector. -

200,

NXII.
Bm-pwchundlh RV, Ford siffrar knaw or should hava known the
purpase for which the fuel Injecior would be usad.

3
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0L
Cartain defacts i Lhe fue' Infector were ihe cause of the fira u-mf
Xy,

Alhtatam-mrﬂnlﬂmmmmnmimmsr-pmpmy
wara caused by Lha negligonca, fault andior sinct liabikly of Fard in the loliowing non-
excirie periculars,

a) In faiing to progpordy lesl and kepect tha fusl infectus far
manutackiring defects prior io distriotion and sals;
b} In mamdaciuring a fusl njector thal malfunctionad and cauaed firs;

)  bn deslgning A fusd injector that malfunciioned end was cafectiva
naure; ang

d)  Oiherack of negligencs, Al of which will ba =hown at the irial of this
raattar.
wy.

As a direct and prozimale mesul of Ford's breach. of implied waranty of
merchantability, bacawss the fual Injector manitachired, distiibuled and 2old by Ford was
unfit for the purposs for which it was intended, Alstate auffarad demeges in the amount
of $40, 307.75. Mdﬁmaly Pargiar was mquired to pay and did pay a deduciible under
the Alstata paficy In the amount of $500.00, end auffared sthor ininsured demages.

XV

Ford kmpliad a warcarnty o the public that The fusl frfector was of merchantable
tuakty. The kit Wnjector ranufectured, disibuted and sold by Ford was undt for the
pumposa for which i was intended. -

v,

Al the time of Ihe Incldant a1 fssuas in this fawsult, there was bn elfect-a palicy of
propedty nsuranes isatied by Alstate s end porscant to satd poscy;, Abetate was
cetied upon to pay and &d pay under the coverage of its policy as a direct mault of the
above descrbed incldent.

IV
Lipon payment undarihe poficy, Alalate woes subagalkad undar fha faves of e Sixie
of Loulslara comentionally and legally to afl the fghts, Uile, Inbevest and causas of action
of Portior for the sums pald by Alletete under hg policy of insurance, and in addiéon, & has

.




aae;m.ahmaqfanuunundurhhmufﬂeshhnllndu‘mm recover the sums
paid by it
XL
Dalandant, Ford I Indabied unto patitdoners for the ful amourt of all damages
causad by the dajsctive and mathmaioning fual Injecior and tha resuling damages
suftered oy in aciition, Altstate ia ertifad 1o aliormey's fes incurrad in biinging this
e
) 300K,
WHEREFORE, Aatzts andiirray that this Seiffion for Damages be served
upon Ford, and that after all legal delasys and proceedings. there bo a judgment antered
in tavor of Alistate and [ againss detendant, ewarding Allsiate anajjfecn
demeqgos and recovorioa ga sne masanabls In e pramisss or 3% <hown at tiaf, and
. furthar, that thia judigmere swerd Alletsts joasanabla atiorays fess and al costs of this

action.
Rospoctily autwniltied,
ALLETATE INSLIAANCE COMPANY
AND BLAIR FORTIER
Willem 1. Biacicyton ﬂm
HOFFMAN, SIEGEL, SEYDEL, BIENVENL
CENTOLA & CORDES
850 Paydras Streat, Sulte 2100
New Orisans, LA 70130-3121
(B04) hds-1365
PLEASE SERVE:
FORD WMOTOR COMPANY
theaugh ity egisiored agent,
CT Corporation System
#4550 Unlnd Plaxa Bovulevard

Baton Aoege, Loulslana 70803




Hﬂiﬁﬁan, Siegel, Seydel, Bienvenu,

A FROFEEEHDMNAL LAW COREDORATIDN
DOALD A GOFFEAM WAL N uAER
BOEEAT 1. BLEArL mEHRlL. A, AELTA
dgoHgy & sdvib. oA, EYHR . BAlaHDuNTE
Grawnl F, BekisDHO - BUITE 218 POYDRASZ CENTER WALL|Amt M. BLACAETOR
LAMRENEE ). CENTOLA IR ) : WitACm L WNALSE. 1
F oy N
P acwmanye &30 POYORAS 3TRELT JOERUA L AUEENEEIm

BATaAN L BECRRANTE . .
- NEW CIRLEANS, LA 7O130-6121

TILERHOKE (504] 523-|385
FAX (204) 32458891
EmMALL mallihasbe. com

WA I FDLA .

August 1, 2001

VIA CERTIFIED L

Legal Department,

Ford Motor Company

16800 Exacutive Plaza Drive
P.0. Box 8248

Dearbom, MI 48121

Ra: Alistate Insuram&W _

Insured: )
DOL: - 0t/27/A1
Location: Intarstata 55, Laplace, Lovisiana
Damage Amount:  $40,807.75
Dear Sir or Mademae,
. Wa represent the interests of Afistate Insurance Gompany in connection with the
capliornad claim.

On January 27, 2001, our insut was driving his 1997 Fard
Fourwinds Motorhome (VIN 1FDLE4053V on Louisiana interstate Highway
55 fo an automabile repair shop in LaPlace, Louisiana. As ha was driving, he felt a
signifieant amount of heat undemasth the driver's seat and noticed a very strong smell
of gasoli lled to the shouldar of the road and, upon opening the hood
af tha matorhome, found flames emanating from the engine compartnent . Withina
matiar of minutes, the entire molothoms was consumed in flames and completely
deatroysd. An investigation and inspection of the matorhome by a firm retained by
Allstate revaaled that the area of origin of the fire was the top left of the engine block, in
tha vicinlty f the fued ralls ang irg and that the causa of the fire was fue! leakaga
fram a defective fusel injector. as the ariginal owner of the motorhome
having purchased it new from a rship in 1997. Up until the fime of the fire,
thera had besn no maintenancs problams ralated to the fusl systam of the vehicle.

Based on thess facts and the report of the investigation and ihsﬁnn, jtis the
opinion of Allstate Insurance Gompany that the cayse of the firai
motorhome was a defective fuel injecier, a defeet of a manufacturing nature and that,

. SUR ATYTORHEYRE ARY ADMITTED TO PRACTICE IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING JURIEDICTIONS:
LOMIEIANA, FLORIOA, DISTRICT GF COLUMEEA, ANGD TEXAX

e e s : _ EROS-O0- 09197 - -




as such, Ford Motor Company is rasponsible for the damages occasionaed by the
defect. We would ask that you please contact us prior to Monday, August 27, 2001
regarding a disposition of this clalm or wa will procesd and avail curselves of those
remedies ailowed by law. )

Locking forward to your respanse, | am,
Cordially,

oy al

Williarn M. Blackston

EROS-983-1 C-9193




. - ;. INCIDENT REFORT @

LaPiace Vol. Fire Department o NFIRS-1

FDID |IMCIDENTHNC | EXPMO.| MO | DAY | YR |DAY OF WEEK ALARIMTIME | ARRIVAL TIME N SERVICE
 4RO0G| 040080 | 1 27 | 0 'Satueday 7 | 0558 2| 20 10:13 0 ] 0 11298
TYPE OF SITUATION FOUND TYPE OF ACTION TAKEN MLUTUAL AD

| Vighiclo fire 13 | ulafuneadt . 1 None

FIXED PROPERTY WSE IGNITION FACTOR

| Paved public gtreot n Fotr umd 0o
CORRECT ADDRESS ZF CODE CENSUS TRACT
 Highway 51 & Ruddock 70068 9 __ .. _
OCCURANT MAME TELEPHONE RODOA OR APT.

(o000 0-00040

OVNER NAME ‘amnsss

METHOD OF ALARM FROM PUBLY CO. INSPECTION DIST. | SHIFT

Tolaphons ta-dine to fire dapt. Fi _£ v

NO. FIRE SERVICE PERSIONNEL NOQ. ENGINES NO. AERIAL ABPARATLIS MO OTHER VEHCLES
RESPONOING 7 RESPONDING 2 |RESPONDWNG 1] RESPONIUNG 1
NUMEER OF INIURIES : NUMBER OF FATALITES

FIREZERVICE g OTHER o FRESERVICE ¢ QTHER 0
COMPLEX : Iunal.EPﬂnPERT\rT\'PE

 Road r Home 14
AREA OF FIRE ORIGHN ECUNPMENT INVOLVED 1N IBNITION

Enginafwhesl arsa, running gr. 83 | Vehicle % _
" | Fora oF HEAT saMION TYPE OF MATERIAL IGNTTED FUFSEOF MATERIAL IGNITED :
Undstermpdintrptd 00 | Unatmndint reportd 00 | Undmngiint reportd 00
METHOD QOF EXTINGURSHMENT LEVEL OF FIRE ORIGIN ESTATED LOBS {DOLLARS OMNLY} !
Preconn hoasitanks & {Gmds to9 fact 1 ;

NUMBER OF STORIES CONSTRUCTION TYPE

EXTENT OF FLAME DAMAGE EXTENT OF SMOKE DAMARE

DETECTOR PERFORMANCE SPRINKLER PERFORMANCE

IF IMOKE BEYOND | TYPE OF MATERIAL GENERATING MOST EMOKE AVENUE OF BAMOKE TRAVEL

ROOM OF ORIGIN

FORA OF MATERIAL OENERATING MOST SMOKE

IF MOBILE PROPERTY YEAR {MAKE MODEL SERIAL NO. LICEMNSE NO.

IF EQUIPMENT INWOLVED | YEAR | MAKE MODEL SERML ND.

W IGNTION

OFFICER IN CHARGE [NAME, POSBITION, ASSIGNIMENT) . DATE

Fire Chief Robart 5. Bourgeols ' 113N
LIEMBER MAIONG RERCRT {IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE) DATE

Driver Armel] Patrat 12rm1

EROS-003-1 02198




Viehicia fire on highway 51 about 1 mile North of Ruddeck. Viehicla fully involved upon arrival of fine
depecment. Yebicla was a moter home. Pull rear pre~connect off ES3 to extinguish fire. E57 armived on
scena and transfermad water to ES1 which was then used io shultie water io ES3. Owner stated having
problemz with motor home. Complaining of gas fumes, was an route fo shop when fire started.
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Z mmmunﬁam,‘m
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|I"'I'II'H|'
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PLEASE DESEIIBE ANY ADDITIONAL EQUIFMENT, ACCESSORIES, OR F

OVERALL INTERIOR RATING:

] EXCELLENT ] VERY GOOD [ GOOD JFAR [ POOR
¥ OVELALL EXTERION RATING:

1 EXCELLENT [ VERY COGD ) GOOD ] FMR [ POOR
MECHAMICAL: -

Engios Rebuild CiNag  [J¥es Milgs % Crne Dace
Trs.  igsion Rebuild (JNo [ Yer Mies § Cost Dar
Suspersion Rebwild TIMo [ Yes  Miles % Cosl D
TIRES:

Froft . _.% Rerhzining RO s Remainiriy

Does bt appear tht the inserdor has been edone? (] No] Yes

3 Carpess O] Upholstery [J Cuntalnz [ Cablnens [ Cournrens 7] Bathroorn
Descrile Duter arxt Costs _
thuinuﬁurwdamdlaamnwdﬂnhui Or wel it done by original zppearance
3 sodeen ] Octgial

Hay the unit bren repainsed? [JNo ] Yis S Toxt Daie
Have any of she appiiaheced been replaced? T Mo [T Ves
| Doy Cales and CoNy —

CONDITION COMMENTS: PLEASE DESCRISE ANY NEEDED OR PEXFORMED
EECONDITIOMNING: _

£ROS-AMS-LC-H241




CLAIM PHOTOQRAPH Clalm

. Hagatha ay

DESCRIPTI

COMMF

SUBMITTED BY: i
DATE

NAME
CHE




c '.jsmfni:mfﬁ;- -
Hsuie. Insurance Company
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Robart 7. Aloraso, P.E,
Josegh J. Lofrance, J7, PE.

115 RowmAve - Suis A

YEHICLE INSPECTION DATA SHEET
QFG FILE: 101020-RJA

(504} 834-07 [4
LAIMS: (800} 453.5611
Fax: {504} 8340742

Inspected: 0202101 By: . Robert J. Alnmro
Ing. Co. Allstate Rep John Hanlon
cun e NN | o
Vahicle: 1997 Four Winds | Ouner: _
DAMAGE FROM FIRE -
A, Exterior X | B. Engine Compartment | X | C. Intecicr X
EXTERIOR
Body: 31" Clazs C, Doubla Axla RV
Vahicle Identification Number: DL _E _CS3VHB4E 10
Prior Collision Damage:. None Evident
Collision/vandatism damsge: Noene Evident
Antenna Consumed
Mirrors Consumaed
License Flates (Front and Reur) | Not on Vehicle
Paint (Condition) .
Signe of Burn Patierns Yeo
Total Burn - Yoo
Rums o Dripa
Fiberglass Body Yes
Roof Lines
— .
Burn Patterns Cansumed ¢
FPaseenger Compartmant
Bum Patiern Totally Consumad
Contents ~




Fuel Tank Cap and Filler Spout Consumed
Cap Misging . Yoa _
Damage fo Flangs on Neck, Cap | Consumead
Fue! Tank Intact
Tires, Rims & Hub Ceps: (Inspect for loose nuis, mismetches, etc.)
Type Condition Remarks
Loft Front Consumed
Laft Rear Conaamed
Right Reqar Congsamed
Right Front Consumad
Doors (Open, closed, focked, unlocked, electric locks, door jamb, stickers, etc.):
Left Fronit Clozed
Left Rear
Right Rear
Right Front Closad
Windows (Btained, melted, shatiered, icicle patterns, up, down, slectric, ate.):
Frant Windshigld: Moalted
Rear Windshield: NiA
Drivers Sids (Front, Rear, Vent) | Front Up
Passanger Bide (Froot, Rear) Front Up
ENGINE COMPARTMENT:
Condition and/er Damagea: Heavy damage on top laft sida.
Fire Wall (Condition & Descriptionr | Breached
Fluid Lavels (Level & Condition):
Ol Consumed
Trensmisgion:
Radiator: Consurmed
Power Steering: Coneymed
Brake Fhid: Coosumed
Rear End: Conaunmed
T el -

ik 2




EBattery: Consumead
Mechanical Examination: '
Would Fngina atert? No
Any miaging access0ries’ Nonn Evident
Engine mounts, isolators intact?
Oil and transmission dip aticls
Aluminum il Pan
Drive Shaft, Transmission
Radiator Malted (Saldex} Totally Consumed
Fan/altarnator belts melted Consumed
Carbureter:
Fusl rail or intet (Fuel Injaction): Left side injectars mare heavily damaged.
Fuel Syatem:
Fuel line connected? Conzumad
Drain plug misaing?
Tank fillsr cap missing? Congumed
Eloctrical
Insuletion, beading, wiring Blight beading nesr vadiator.
Fusas or Fusible Links Blown? | Consumed
Boading cn wire ends? Small Amount Only
Battery meolted? Consumed
INTERIOR:
Vandalism and/or thalt damags:
Keys. Found on left front floor.
Single )
Bpare Bet
 Sigos of Hot Wiring {
Locked Stesaring Consumed
F0 BEPOET baikhly

Ky




Odometer Reading

Congumed. Owner reported 9200.

Wixing

Heavy are activity. Harneys severed

Fuse Box

Consumed

Accnsyorian (Stolan/Misaing)

Radio

In Dash

Tape Deck

In Dash

CD

Telephone

Glove Cumpartment (Open, closed):

Consumed

Serts (Covers, materials, etc.):

Front (Buckets or Bench):

Consamed

Rear:

N/A.

Flooving:

¥loor Mate:

Consamed

Carpat:

Caonsumad

Carpet Undarlay:

Consumed

Containgrs:

C';ia.as

Plagtic

Metal

Contents:

Clothing

Tocls

Itemp under Seats

Ttemn on Seats

Tapes/CLVa, ete.

Spring Tension (Sagging)

O BErTuT MM




Hinges

Seats

Evidente of Arvslarant:

COMMENTS:Damage was heavier on the top center 1eft of the engine. Tha left
fibergiass valve cover was more heavily damapged than the right xide. There was soma
msiting cm tha vear of the aluminum block, near the exhaust connections. The intake
manifold was totally consumed. The top of the aluminum transmission housing was
slightly distortad on ita center left side. Tha left side fusl ruil and injector sustaingd
mave heavy damege than the right side xails. The slaminuwm block left side ares, around
the fusl inlst pgod return tubing to heoss connectiony, did not have substantial melted
sluminian damage, indicating that a lenk did not initially oceur nt that peint,

The aluminom radiator snd #ir conditioner condenser cores were totally consumed by the
fire, more probable than not, from power stoering leaks o froat bumper plestic covering
Tha power stearing pump was located adjacent to the battery., The csble harness,
running acroas the front of the englae, sustaived little axe damage. ‘This indicated that
the fire did nof initiate at that point. Thare was heavy cable harnesy are damage
sustained on the left center gide of the dash, ahove the engine left vear exvd

The owner repoctedly stated that they smelled gpasoline, while running the engine,
approximately 1-1/2 weeks prior ta the fire. The vehicle cought on five while driving it to
the daaler in Hammond, Lovisiana, to repair the foel odor problem. The damage
obeerved on tha top left side of tha engine block is consistent with that expected from a
fual leak along the 1aft fuel rail svea, poseibly invelving the fuel injectors. The rear of the
engine and transmission protruded inty tha passenger compartment and was coverad
with a Shargiaas shroud. Hoavy dash cahls harnoess ave activity sccurred noar the
intexface of the fiberglase engine shroud and the dash. Thias is consistent with that
axpected with a fusl related fire initiating near tha fop of the engine.

The preliminary findings are that, the avea of arigin of the fire was the top left of the
angine block, in the vicinity of the fel rails and injectors. The cause of the fire was fual
leakage, more probable than not, from a defactive fusl injectar. This would not be
expacted from an englne with 9800 miles of use. The exact position of the leaking fuel
injector i unknown. Muore probable than nof, the ignition scurcs was the exhaust
manifold,

. hhrmﬁdmm:mmmﬂhmmdﬁoﬂdhmwﬁm
theuwnerandfnrthedwlemhm A lnal report can be iasued vpon receipt of that
information,




LIST OF FIGURES

FIGURE 1: | VEHICLE LEFT SBIDE

FIGURE 2: { VEHICLE FRONT

FIGURE 3: | VEHICLE RIGHT SIDE

FIGURE 4; | VEHICLE REAR

FIGURE 5 | VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

FIGURE 6: ; PABSENGER COMPARTMENT - LOOKING REAR

FIGURE 7: | PASSENGER COMPARTMENT - LOOKING FORWARD

FIGIIRE 8: | ENGINE SHROUD BETWEEN TWO FRONT SEATS

FIGURE 9: | DASH CABLE HARNEES SEVERED ABOVE ENGINE BY ARC DAMACGE

FIGURE 10; | ALUMINTM TRANSMISSION HOUSING WITH SLIGHT MELT
DAMAGE

FIGURE 1i; | LEFT REAR BLOCK AREA WITH FUEL AND FUEL RETURN LINES
ENTRY

FIGURE 12: | LEFT REAR OF ALUMINUM ENGINE BLOCK WITH DAMAGED VALVE
COVER

FIGURE 13: | RIGHT EEAR OF ALUMINUM ENGINE BLOCK WITH DAMAGED
VALVE COVER

FIGURE 14: | FUEL INLET AND RETURN RAILS AT TOP REAR OF BLOCK

FIGURE 15: | VIEW OF ENGINE BLOCK FROM PASSENGER COMPARTMENT -
NOTE INTAKE MANIFOLD WAS TOTALLY CONSUMED

FIGURE 16: | REAR CENTER LEFT TOP OF BLOCK - NOTE LEFT FUEL RAIL IN
CENTER

FIQURE 17: { FRONT RIGHT CENTER OF BLOCK - NOTE CABLE HARNESS NOT
ARG SEVERED

FIGURE 18; | TOP FRONT OF BPLOCK - NOTE DAMAGE TO ALUMINUM
ALTERNATOR HOUSING

FIGURE 19: | ENGINE COMPARTMENT

FIGURE 20: | ENGINE COMPARTMENT - NOTE RADIATOR AND EVAPORATOR

COBRES WERE CONSUMED
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FIGURE 3: VEIICLE RIGHT SIDE

FIGURE 4: VEHICLE REAR
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FIGURE §: VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER



FIGURE 6: PASSENGER COMPARTMENT - LOOKING REAR
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FIGURE 7: PABSENGER COMPARTMENT - LOOKING FORWARD
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FIGURE 8: DASH CABLE HARNESS SEVERED ABOVE ENGINE BY ARC DAMAGE

FIGURE 10; ALUMINUM TRANSMISSION ROUSING WITH SLIGHT MELT DAMAGE
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FIGURE 14; FUEL INLET AND RETIUTRN RAIIS AT TOP REAR OF BLOCK

PO FENNT MR EADS-p0n-LC-5218
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FIGURE 15: VIEW OF ENGINE BLOCK FROM PASSENGER COMPARTMENT - NOTE
. INTAKE MANTFOLD WAS TOTALLY CONSUMED

. FIGURE 18: REAR CENTER LEFT TOP OF BLOCK - NOTE LEFT FTUJKL RAIL IN CENTE

O EORY N AL EROS-12y-1 o-m219



FIGURE 18: TOP FRONT OF BLOCE - NOTE DAMAGE TO ALUMINUM ALTERNATOR
HOUBING
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FIGURE 20: ENGINE COMPARTMENT - NOTE RADIATOR AND EVAPORATOR

O BEPORT JUGH R ERQT-B0S-1 C-203







N THE COUNTY CORT, IN THE
EIGHTEENTH JUDICEAL CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASENO.:

DIVISION: R LD []35-m - XX

a Fomeign Corporation,

. =-» oescaient, Ford Motor Compeny and lieges:

1.  This action is for dmnages, which s greater thais £5.000.00, but does mot cxceed

$15,000.00, cxchusive of inferest, attomey fes and costs by wirtue of which this Count s jurisdiction.
2. Defendant Ford Motor Compeny, 2 Foceign carporstion, is.duly orpsmized and
existing and licansed to condnct mud trensct busises within the State of Florida.

3. Atall times mesticnnd o Hriy Compiluist, Defoadmnt Ford Mitos Campesy wai ia
the besinems of deigning, minnfacturing, swembling, mnd plecing into the strewm. of Comaserce
autoscbiles and other vebicles. Defirdant Ford Motor Compaay sells ity motor vebicks throughout the
Unéted Statos, inchading the Stae of Flocid, through its arious freochised dealor.

4. Plalaiff purckased a 1998 Fard Explorer from an suthorized dealer of e

3. On or sbout May 24, 2003, Plajutiff parked the 1968 Ford Explorer ix the parking ot
of BT01 Astosant Boutevand, Cape Canaversl, Breveed Cimnty, Florida, leaving it nottended.  While
. packooct ewd uoocupledd, said vehicle ignied cansing it to be burmed. Flames engnlfed axid vehicle, resalting
in’ demuge o the PlaintifFs vehicls. )
' 6. thmmumeWIMuﬁ




falhum ot malfunctioi of 0 itcm within the power distribution box , and this failure cansed the vehicl i
bbe dixmaged 2x u result of & fre.
. comrn

7. Plaintifhs adopt nact reallegea paragraihs 1 through 6 of this Cotmplaint as if set
Erth fully berein.

5. Atall times mentioued in the Complaint, Defraciant, Ford Mator Compary was
cagegend I thee britess of desigiting, manufsctering, sascwobling, distribeting and selling amtomobiles and
other motor vehiclas. Defsudant sella s motor velicles thronghowt the United Steey, inchding the State
ofﬂnrHl.thrm:hitlﬁiwlﬁmhildhht

9. Sometime prior s Mz 24, 2003, Defendant, Ford Motor Company, designed,
mesnfhciored, ood ssscwhled a2 1998 Fomd Exploser, wobicle idenfification mmmber
mw.mmmmmmmtmm&pm
Defendant, Ford Motoe Company acki and detivered the atzmahilo to @ mithorized dealoc of the
Defendnnt for revaie 1o the pablic. _

10. Plnitithe pirchassd fhe micmphils desaribed sbove.

1. Pluingiffs twok delivery of the suammobile described sbove uad peoceeded to ust i for
_hupmmﬂm

12. On araboot May 24, 2003, after Plintiff parked the adbocmenioncd vehicl, said
vohicle ignited eassing i to be bumed whill the veticle was parked eod mmoccupied. Flames engulfed ssid
mmmﬂwhﬁnMIm .

11 Thlﬂlhdhphmwmhmmmmmmhdmbmm
limited o i being fros froo dafols. in muterial and workmmhip, 4 copy of which is in the possession of
Defendant, Fard Motor Company.

14. Defimelunt, Pord Motor Company brosched seid warmamy by selliag & Phemiff said
ﬁhhnmdﬁmhﬂmﬂnﬁmhmﬂ'nrm

- 15. As & tomilt of Defandast’s broach, Pliitiffs have boes domaged. Said Viehicle of the
‘ Plaintify wor: demaged and deprecissed and (e Plaintiffs have incured damages therefue in the smount
| of$12,17632




WHERERORE, Plitiff peays for Jodgment agaivat the Defocdut, Ford Motor
Company, in the amount of $12,176.32, intorest from mnd after May 24, 2003 and for their costs berein
Hvexrred. '

COUNT 1T

17. Flaintiffs incorporate havein Conmt I and Conot II i their sutirety.

_ 1E. Defendant, Ford Motor Company ina “seller” i curse 23 coptemplated in Asticls 2
of i Plecida Uniform Commercial Code, 572103 etseg.

19. Said vehicle sold by Defimdast, Ford Motor Company to Plaintff was sobject to an
wmdmmummW fis for the oodinary purpoac Eor which such gooda
are used.

20. Defendant Ford Motor Comrpany kneve, or in the excrcise of ressoasble care should
trvn ks, that sxcept for the implisd warmnty describod above, Piaiotiff woukl oot heve purchased the
1998 Ford Exploer. S .

_ 21, The 1998 Pasd Explurer waa aot a8 wacrsibed by Defoudent, Ford Motar Coanpany,
.hhhmﬂhﬁm%ﬁmwﬁﬁmmﬁhm_mhm
and uafie for vse s prosoual wensportation.

' WHEREFORE, Plaindiff prays for Jodgmet agaimst the Defmdant, Ford Motor
Compauy, in the amount of $12,176.32, iicreat from end after May 24, 2003 and for their costs hecein
incamed.

COUNT IV

22. Phaintiff incompones kerein Count T, Connt IT, mnd Connt Hl in their antiroty.

1. Defmcant, Ford Motor Cotpeety la & “aclier™ as sams s comeenplated i Articke 2
of the Floride Uriform Commervial Codo, 672.103 #ieeq.

n'wmmwmmmumuw&wmnm
nwhdwm-wufmﬂ-hbﬂwﬁ-tﬂuwhuhm fit for the onfinary parpose for which such goods

uiuud.

ﬂ. Defoudant, Ford Motor Compeny knew, or in the axercise of rascible care shoold




v knrwn, that except v the implied wamramy described above, Plaintiff woukd oct have purchased the
1998 Ford Explorer.

26, TI:: 1998 Ford Explorer car was nat e warmnted by Deferdant, Ford Motor
Compeny, in that it costained the doficts deecribed above, which deficts, vmmed the smomobils % be
wmoechaatable and onfit for nae 23 personal teaasportation.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for fadgmen gainst the Defoodaar, Ferd Mot
Coompany, i the smount of $12,178.32, interest from and after My 24, 2003 and for their coaix berein

Duted at Cocas, Beevand County, Flaride, October 20, 2004.

VYANCE, LOTANE & BOOEHARDT, P.A_
- Attomeyy At Low

L.
Flovida Bar Na. 212501

(3 Trey R Lotane, Eaguiry
. Florida Bar Mo. (163011
. ' E380 Michigan Avenwe
Cocna, FL. 32922
I3 161
Aty for Pluintiff




State Farm Insurance Companies

PO Box 98049
Winter Hoven, AL 328683-9805

Novembar 12, 2003
Ford Motar Company Parklane Towers West Ste 400
3 Parklane Blwd

Dearborn, MI 48126

RE: Claim Nuwber: I

Date of Eosm: -
Our Insured: %
Total Amount of Lossg: . galvage pale pending)

Oour Paymnt: £512175.32
Insureds Payment: 340 .40 R T T T
"I;EGEFJED
Your File kumber: Ca R gy
Your Insured: NOV 1 g 2003
f GFE'SE OF THE
AL COUN

SUBROGATICH CLAIM

We have been informed that you are the insurance carrier for the
party deaignatad ss your insured in the capticn of this letter.

Our tnvestigation establishea that your inaured was responsible
for the damage to cur poclicyholder's property as a reault of the
acclident on the date indicated.

Pleage accept this lettar ae a notice of our subrogation rights
and commmnicate with ua in regard to your poaition on tha mattar.

Q:.
Team 34 ' < \“17 4

Bincermly,

(o e AV M
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 4 t\q"’ \E‘;LQJ
6394 d \un.:(a ‘) \®
Enclosure: Envelope for P.Q, Box 9610 7 ‘-5 \ ’b{}

/7

HOME OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON, RLINGIS 6171020001 -t 09227
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Vehicles;

Fl Tag MYx-§3

W,Fmr_

05/2472003 05,34:10 19

RAesponded to repark aoF gbruckurs Fize gt Radisgen, arrived to fing §¥ In parking lot wirh
enging comparrent fire, Quick artack *ode, fira sctlaguisbed. SOV ovarhanled wieh cange of
fire undetermined. Hminr.lnn:ﬂnmtuhinm&im
duhdgs to adfacant vehiclon, Owner &of ENW Potitied with hwat damage o mirror, tive, amd
Daint daeege co right aolde and heont.  Owner oF Pord F-1kg oved vehicle awsy from sowre wirh
damege to fromc geill ared, Mue Mlisukishi oxmer nar found, nota loft on car to conteck Firm
dept:, Heetk dpmeige pocmd Co spare wheal comar. Fire vehicls resored by Dougas Towing.
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May 26, 2005

Ford Motor Comparny
 P.O. Box 5248

Dearborn, M1 48126

RE: Our Policyholder.
Our Claim Number:
. Date of Loss:
Insurer:
Vehicle:
YiN:

Dear Clatms Department:

p1 19

4

~ERn R conesy L AUTO & HOME
SEGEERE INSURANCE PLUS
1 Califomla Canm
JUN 052005 | ManagermersComapary
1 4000West 114th St
| Tuite WO
t

e UE - nE

| GENERAL GOUNSEL Lewwond K5 8421 1-074R

2262005
California Casnelty Indemnity Exchangs
1997 Ford Expedition

IFMEUIT&IVL-

Thie is a notice of our subrogation interest i this claim. We are presently negotiating a
settlemont with our policyhokder. Once this has been completed, we will send you oar
demand and documentation.

This vehicle was parked at the insared residence when it cenght fire. Our examination of

the vehicle has revealed that the fire onginated in the engine compartment with no
significant progreesion into the passenger compartmert. The burn paitern analysis
reveals the area of origin to be in front of the bulkhead on the drivers’ side of the vehicle.

The vehicle, mﬁ currently located at Copart #33 located at 12850 NW 27

Avere in Opa Lockas,

remain st the above address

will be relcased for sale.

We are plecing you on notice thet this vehicle will
for 30 days for your inspection. After that time, the velicle E
o |

Hmhvemqwﬁmmﬁgﬂﬂsmm,ﬁum&ﬂﬁEMMmg

B00.346.6840 ext. 3364

'O S v |- unr I
L
1

Atbornay In Fact and Managar
Califomnia Casustty indemnity Exchange Califemala Casualty nsurance Company
Cal¥ornla Casualty & Flra Insurance Company Califormda Casuakty Ganeral Insurance Company of Oregon L







4 suKeAU OF FIRE ' p— S SN 185 HWY i34

PREVENTION ) 1 L MATAWAN, NI, 07747
~ DIsT2 : : FAX (908) 566-3582
(508) 565-6803 .

DATE: Novamber 7, 1985 - TIME: 1645 les ALARM ¥ MP 104
QB8PD # 32032

Ownaer Leases Vehicle info

First Fidekty Laasing 16898 Ford Bronco

123 South Broad St.

N Reg: (Temp )
Phitadelphia, Pa 19109

VIN 1FMEI.J15HH-
" N

Fire CO"s: Madison Park & Cheasaquake OiC: Chief Mann

HQ repartad a car fire behind Gateway M Baid someone knocked on the
back door of the GNG store (o tall her that her new car was on fire, First on SCENe P/O
Jarusiewicz ¥ 1586, reported alulymmivad car on fire.

Fire official was called to do report, and take pholo's.

INVESTIGATION said the car had been picked up st Oasis Ford on Oct.
30, 1995. When he first began driving Lhe car, he smelled something like wires burning,

_.but he thaught it may have besn a “new car emell”. He further statad he alzo smelled

wices burning just befors he parked the car at 4:00 PM, but could not find the causa of
the smefl.

The poirt of origin and ignition sowrce is undstermined dus (o the total bum of the
viahitle,

Thera was anather car owned a 1995 Mercedes Eanz'HJR&g:-
that sufferad severs radiation damags to the passenger side.

This fre iz listed as accidental, ne furthsr invastigation needed.

Bemeard T. Cohan

 Fira Officist Dist.2

[N TP

PRV o

I T

didisii- B -

Lo ORI e - -



P~ @B th

10,
11
12,
13,
14.
15.
14
17.
18.

PLAINTIFF'S ANSWERSE TO DEFENMDANT'S INTERROGATORIES
v. FORD MOTOR COMPANY et al.
DOCKET NO: BER-L-8534-97
Car was laaged.
Car was leaasd from Oasia Motors on Octobar 30, 1995,
New.
Maks: Ford
Modal: Bronco, iwa door.
Year. 1996
Car was leased, Manufacturers suggested retail price was $31,760.00.
No.
Mot applicabls.
Fire consumad vahﬁa. Ses plaiﬁtil’fs expart raport annaxed hersto as Exhibit A
Mot applicable.
Not applicable.
Fair markat value.
Fair market value less damage.
Mot applicable. Fire consumed vehicle,
No.
Vehicls was consumed by fire. See Exhibit A annexed harato.
Vehiclo deamed total loss.
WVehicle was consumed by fire.

Car rental reimbursement $195.00. See Exhibit B annexed herato.




Fire damage to Pohis” Mercedes $6,629.00 plus $500.00 deductible. See Exhibit
C annaxed harato.

Car rental reimburssmenit $180.00. See Exhibit D annexad hereto.
Towing expense $182.00. Sea Exhibit E annexed harato.
19, rtiae hareto; Tom McNamara; Paul n.m;F
“Phinﬁﬁmm right toamend and su this intamogatory anawer
haut continulng discovary,
20. Hard Facts investigative Engineering

46 Georgla Road
Freahold, New Joreay 07728

Mr. Torn McNamara
Mr. Paul ORinear




i

'I' ; CERTIFICATION

I harsby cartify that the coples of tha reports annexsd harato
randerad by elther treatinyg physicians or proposed sxpert witnessea are
exact coples of the entire veport or rsports rendered by them; that the
existence of other raports of sald doctors or exparts, written or aral,
are unknown to me and if such hecoms latar kpown or availasble, I shall
sarve them promptly on the propounding party.

ﬂEEIIEIEIIIﬂﬂ_iﬂ_LIEﬂ_QE_QIIH
I haraby certify that the forsgeing statements made by me aze

trua. I axm awara that if any of tha foragoing ptatenents made by me are
wilfully false, I az subjact to pun t.

@ - X.

I

DATED: O-\2. A




DULANEY INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
35 FOWLER DRIVE
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPE 39702

REPORT NUMBER - ONE & FINAL
April 11, 2005

Preparad for: Safeveay Insurance Company
P. O. Box 88179
Jackgon, MS 39258

Attertion: Mr. Jolf Beall

———

Dats of Loss:  March 28, 2005
Loss Location:  Premier Ford Dealership Columbug, MS
Clalm Number=- 1005782

DS Numbaer: 033-F-2005

THIS CONFIDENTIAL, AN PRIVILEGED INVESTTOATIVE REPORT I3
FURNISHED FUR THE KNCLUSIVE USE OF THE (LIENT.
RELEASE T0 ANT OTHER AGENCY, COMPANT OR INDIVIDUAL IS THE SOLE
RESPONSTRILITF OF THE CLIENT OR THEIR DESKGMATED REPRESENTATIVE,
ERD3-BPFS-LC-5334



Page # 2

o ASSIGNMENT
On March 30, 2005, Mr. Jeff Beall raquestad a Vehlcle Fire Origin and Cause
Determination of 2001 Ford Expedition that caught on fire at the Ford Dealership in

Columbus, Mississippi on March 28, 2005. This vehicle exemination cormmenced on the
maming of Aprtl 2, 2005.

according 1o | - ineured vehicle was purchased on March 25,
2004 from Premier Ford in Columbus, Missisaippi. Around thres daya prier to the fire,
the BExpadition started blowing fuses, she commentad. The fuses serviced the interior
lights, power windows and gearehift. The fusee were replaced but they continued to
blow, she said.

On March 28, 2004, around B:15 a.m., [IIINGN dove the vehice to the
Premiere Ford for the wamanty service repairs on the vehicle. About 8:45 a.m., while
parkad In the front lot, the vehicla (engine compartment) caught on fire. IEENEGENE
stated that the cruise control quit working around Decamber 2004, Thers were no other
known problems with the vehicle and no repairs were made to the Expedition, prior 1o
tha fira.

ATTACHMENTS

. 1) Twenty photographs with en explanation sheet
2y Computsr generated vehicle dliagram

3) Photograph negatives

VEHICLE EXAMINATION

On April 2, 2005, at 11:00 a.m., | amived at Hemnry's Wrecker Service, located on
Gerdner Boulevard in Columbus, Miaslksslppl, to inapect this vehicle. The vehlcle was
parked in the rear compound vard, The compound yard was ascured with a lacked,

chaln link fence.

The burmed vehicla was Identified as a 2001 Ford Expedition; four door Sports Lhility
Vehicle with an eight-cylinder ine angine. The private vehicle identification
number is 1TFMRLMSW Thera was no licensa plaie displayed on ths

As depicted in the snclosed photographs, this fire was confined to the engine
compartment. The flames consumed a hole through the left rear saclion of the
aluminum hood, as shown in photographe #4, 6 & 8.

An interior passenger and cargo compartment inspection revealad light amoks and soot
damaga along the dash, headliner and leather seats,

. Dulaner Investipetive Nervicey
3% Foader Drhve v Colomims, A5E 3F70T » (9605 12R0FTT




Pape # 3

An engine compartment examination revealed heavy, localized fira damage in the left
rear section. The intense flamas destroyed the combustible components in that vicinity,
some of which includes the wirlng insulation, rubber hoses and the brake fluid
rasarvoir, A distinct “V" shaped owddation pattern extended up and away from the cruise
control deactivation switch along the breke master cylinder and the bulkhead. The
flames penetrated the aluminum hood directly above this area

An inspection of the electrical and heat producing devices common ta the area of fire
origin did not provide visible evidenca consistart with fire causation. However, the
cruise control deactivation switch was positioned in the immediate area of fire origin.
This switch haa baen known to ovearhmet and cause selectrical firas, aven with the
igniion switch off. It is my understandmg that on Januery 28, 2005, the Ford Motor
Company recalled some 800,000 trucks and Expeditions.

As instructad, Dr. John Owans, EE was retained o further svaluate the slectric system
and tha crulse control deactivation switch,

On April 11, 2005, Dr. Johwi Owens phoned and stated that he datermined that the
cruiza eontrl deactivation switch caused this fire.

RMINA

Based upon the physical evidence observed during the vehicle inapection, this fire
arginated in the laft raar saction of the engine compartment, at or near the crulsa
control deactivation switch

COMMENTS

Ag instructad, this file is being closed. If further investigative analysis is needad. this
filo ¢zm easily be reopened. Thank you for thie Vehicle Fire Origin & Cause
Detorminatioe.

Michael Dulansy, Sr.
Certified Vehicle Fire j

Columbus, MS
(662} 328-0077

File status: Closed

Duilan=y Drvextigative Services
33 Fowler Drive « Colaminis, M3 3972 » ($621 325077
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DIAGRAM SHEET

. OWTIBT: Location: Clalm #
Hwy. 48 North Columbuy, MS -

2001 Ford Fxnadition

Praparad by: Deateo: Scala;
Miks Du DOZ/DE Not o scale
. Diufaney Mmvesiigative Sarvices

25 Povler Deine »# Cotnebus, BI85 29002 - 66T 378 00173




Paga # 6

Yehicle Photo's:

Front view of the Expedition.
Passenger side view of the vehicle.
Drivers gide roar.
Driver's front side showing a hole bumed in the hood.
Private Ford Motor Co. labsl and VIN on the drivers doer.
Rear passanger compartment
Front passsnger compartment.
Under side view of the hood, showing the hole burnad through it.
Engine compariment, view along the right side.
. Engine compartment, view from the right side.
. Battery.
. Canter of tha engine compartmernt.
. Engine compartment, view of the left side. Nole the “V" oxidetion patiems along the
bulkhead & the brake master cylinder above the cruise control daactivation switch,
14. Closer view of the axidation patierns naar the fire origin.
15. Fire damage to the left side of the engine.
18. Cruiaa control deactivation switch {bottom left) and the fuse bo
. 17. Wiring hamess on the laft aide of tha engine, showing no arcing or beading.
18. Wiring hemsss &t the bulkhead, showing no arcing or baading.
18. Fire damage between tha radiator and engine.
20. Meitad and bumed components at the front of the engine.

A2 O@ND O AWN

. Dulamey Imvestigative Services
3% Fowler Drive » Codotnbus. B 39702 = (GR35 53877

ERBS-223-LC-9334




kpr-1e-iifd (2:5dpm  From-RAFEWAY INSURANCE COMPANY [ JILEE] g7 #.000S007 F-D63
|
1 SAFE B EFTRF WAk
SAFEWAY INSURANCE COMPANY
10 Canebrake BIvA, Suile 300 — Flowood MS 59232
Mailing Addressi: P ) Box 98179 — Juckson M5 39208
Phone: [S01) gsﬁ‘ﬂtr 5 Faa: (601) 5536-6701
g
F
? Ri;
s.imunnm:ug:lnep:. -
Farg Malor Compary i X i
{313} B45 - 4068 E WD ")
! HECEWVED
Safeway Incearad: 14
pacflom Yo e A
e ) _
VINE | TPMRUISNY SN ThliiEs
Dear Ms. Wliams, ' '

This to foliowr up My phone
stec above,
ot ingured,

mm:mmﬁmmmmmmmgmm ro A
for the jast few months. On drovie the' vehicts 1o the Prémier Fard dealership in

- Goturibus, M. W‘Iﬂah: WalTiNg 1o apeak to represenkatve, the vehicls Staried by el than began |
to bam. Smmnnmt saw I and went inside and repaned to them.  The local police and fire
dmmmmmuﬂmmm

1o hava the vohicle moved from ther premisas becavss they could do
to Hepry's Towing [cated at 1423 Gardner Bivil., Columbus, MS. The

istad apove art were Saflad upon B investigate this vebicls fire by

¥ your office regarding a vehicla fin that cccuimed on the cate of fass

phone number is (552) 325

WEmumvhﬂmmelwwuhmwardmm Thay beoth conciuded frat
the fire appears 1o have baguh around the cruiss contro) module. | We are awers of a recent racall by

your company for the deactiugion’ Wit on the crkse control, wiich could shon call causng it 16
everheat, bum, and smoke. |

J
W ask that yoiN company § a claim and send = represerdative to inspect the vehicle at the
ahove iistac [ocalion as as possible.  After such [nspection, please contact us with your
findings.

4

Please cali the undersigned th confiem receipt of this request

i

J

% ;
: g
|

5 Yours,

Beaf
Claims Adjuster
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CuDL. Issue List
ISSUE LIST
iLast Handling Data/ Namef vin/
. Issus Siatus Roasoh Dese CasoNo,  Model Yea and Vehiclo Linelssue Typa

H22006 1AdRu15wo1 I Cot EXPEDITION 02
CLOSED AWA - CAC SUPPORTS FIELI'S DECISION 573100805
41112006 irvRutswoI o1 ExPEDITION 02
CLOSED AWA - CAC BUPPOFITE FIELD'S DECISION 573100805

Gr

4472005 1FMAU W00 EXPEDITION
CLOSED LEGAL - ACGIDENT { FIFIE 573100896




Custeroer Data Link - CoDL Page 1 of |

Al Actioh Deislls lar lgsue

®

VIN: 158U Yaar, 2001 Modsl: EXPEDITION ~ Caes: 573100095

N Owner Slwtus; Subsequent WED: 20i1-068-
Primary Fhom
Secondary

Symptots Desc: FIRESMOKE SCORCHEVBURNT UNDERHOOD
Remon Dwsc: AWA - CAG SUPPORTS FIELEYS DEGISION

I=eue Typec 02 INFORAMATION Isxie Siatus; CLOSED

Action: CB-SUPPORT DEAL ERSHIP'S/REGION'S POSITION

Doader: 05528 PREMER FORD LW NC Origin Desc: US CONCERN CASE BASE
Ddomelar: 1 M Comm Type: PHONE

Analyst Name: GREAVES JOVANIE Analyst: JGREAVES

Action Dabe; DA2OI0S Action Tine: 10.35.55,871 Action Data: No

Commants CLETOMER SAID: - VEH CAUGHT ON FIRE AND INSURANCE COMPANY CONTACTED FORD FOR FURTHER
INVESTIGATION- FORD RESPONDED STATING NOTHING FUHATHER WOULE BE DONE- HUSBAND RECENVED A LETTER
FROM FORD ALSD, FT IMDICATED NQ HECALLS ON VEH- VEH 1B A NON-FORD SHOP, HAVE JUST BEEN NOTIFED BY THE
SHOP THAT FORD GALLED THEM ADVISING THAT VR COULD NOT BE MOYED UNTIL IT WAS INSPECTED BY FCHD-
WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHEN THIS INSPECTION WILL TAKE PLACE..... HAS BEEN A FEW WEEKS DR S0 AND NO AGTION
TAKEN...DEALER 3AID: PREMIER FORD L-M INC 2120 HIGHWAY 45 NCATHCOLUMBUS, WS 39705(882) 327-3673CRC
ADVISED: THANK YOL FOR CONTACTING FORD MOTOR COMPANY IN REGARDS TO THIS IBSUE. OUR RECCRDS
INEHCATE THAT A DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AND THE CRC CAN NOT OVERTURN THIS DECISION. HOWEVER, TO
ENSURE OUR RECORDS ARE CAOMPLETE WE HAVE DOCUMENTED YOUR FEEDBACK. (NOTE TD CSR: SLIPPORT
DLARESON DECHSIONMRITNREITTURATINTHT- NG EVIDENGE SUPPORTING WHAT THE NON-FORD SHOP ANG
ADVIBED CUST... CRC WOILD BE UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANY DIRECTION ON THIS MATTER.... ACCORDING TO RECORDS,
MC FURTHER ACTION TO BE TAKBN BY FORD- WOQULD RECOMMEND CUST EITHER CLARIFY WITH NON-FORD 5HOP
WHAT WAS STATED OR SPEAK WITH INSLIRANCE COMPANY FOR SUSGESTED NEXT 5TEFS.

%




Customer Data Link - CuDL Page lof [

All Action Detalls for lssue

T— —_—

Piim

¥z 1 Yoer: 200 Bocsk EXPEDITION Case: 573100825
N Cier Stolus: Subgequent WSD: 2001

Symptom Dese: GENERAL INOWARES REGUEST/NON-VYEHIC F RF1 ATED Primary P

Reason Desc: AWA - GAG SUPPORTS FIELD'S DECISION Sacondary

[ssow Type: 02 INFORMATION e Statue: CLOSED

Aptian: CB-8UPPOAT DEALERSHIPS/REGICH'S POSITION

Daaler: 05023 PREMIER FORD LM IMC Origin Deec: US COMCEAN CASE BALE
Odomatar: 57000 MI Coxmn Typa: PHONE

Analyst Name: MILZAC WAYHE Analyst: WhillLZAC

Action Date; O/t 1/2005 Action Time: 14.00.25.314 Action Dala: No

Commaents CUSTOMER BAID- CALLING BACK ABOUT SAME |SSUE - DO NOT THINK THAT AMYONE HAS REVIEWED THIS
1SSUE CORAECTLYCAC ADYISED: THANK YOU FOR CONTACTING FORD MOTOR COMPANY IN REGARDS TO THIS IS5UE
CUR RECORDS INDICATE THAT A DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AND THE CRC CAN NOT OVEHTURN THIS DECISION.
HOWEVER, TO ENSURE OUR REGORDS ARE COMPLETE WE HAVE DOCUMENTED YOUR FEEDBACK, (NOTE TO CSR:
SUPPORT DLR/REGION DECISION,)

g
;
§




Costomer Datg Link - CuDL Page | of 1

AH Action Detulis for leaue
® -
L] ] Yoar: 2001 Model: EXPEDITION  Case: 573100895
Nn Cwmer Stghua: Subsequant WSD: 20010825
Bymptom Desc: FIRE/SMONE SCORCHELYBUANT UNBERHODD Primary Phomne
Reandn Dese: LEGAL - ACCIDENT / FIRE Sacondary
lscus Typs: 07 LEGAL lssug Status: CLOSED
Action: ADVISE CLIST INFORMATION WILL BE SENT TO CONSUMER AFFAIRS - ARE
Deslar; 05528 PREMIER FORD L-MING Origin Deac: LES CONGERN CASE BASE
Odometer; 67000 M Lomm Type: PHONE
Analyst Nama: MARSHA MARSHAL Analyst: MMARSHZ?
Action Dats: 0300/2005 Action Time: 15.55.10.222 Action Daba: Mo

Commawe CUSTOMER SAID: - CUST WAS LISTENING T THE INFC ABCUT THE RECALL ON THE EXPEDITIONS CATCHNG
ON FIRE AND HI5 GAUGHT ON FIRE ON MONDAY - YEH WAS TAKEN TO THE FORD DLRSHIP FOR A EPARK KNDCK -
WHILE THE VEHICLE WAS AT THE DLASHIP THE ENGINE CATCH FIRE UNDER THE HOOD - DLR CORILD NOT TELL HIM
WHAT WAS WRONG BECAUSE ALL THE WIRES WERE BURNT UP - DA TOLD THE CUST TO CONTACT HIS INSURANCE
COMPANY AND HE DID - - CNA IS THE ESC CARRIER THAT IS5 ON THE VEHICLE - CNA COMPANY WILL NOT COVER
AEFAIRS - CUST WANTS TO KNCW WHY THE ESC WILL NOT COVEA REPAIRS - FIHE CONCERN -DEALER SAID: PREMER
FORD L-W G212 HIGHWAY 45 NGRTHCOLUMBUS, MS 33705T B (862) $27-3873FAC (B62) A27-4224CRC ADVISED: - |
WILL FORWARD THES INFORMATION TO CUR CONSUMER AFFAIRS GROUP. SOMEBODY FROM COMSUMER AFFAIAS WILL
CONTALT YOU IN 2 BUSINESS DAYS. PLEASE NCTIFY YOUR INSURANCE CARRFER AND AEPORT THIS INCIDENT.

Acfian: MAKE OLITBOLIND CALL TO DEALFA

Dasier: 05525 PREMIER FORD LM ING Ovigfn Desc: CONSUMER AFFAIRS - EITIGATION PREVENTION
Oclometar: B7000 MT Comm Type: FHONE

. Naims: DUNLAP, KENISHA Analyst: KDUNLAP
Action Datg: 04/01/2006 Action Thma: 13,13.40.324 Action Data: No

Commenis LPA CONTACTED DLR 8VC MGH. HE WAS UNAVAILABLE. LPA LEFT A M543,

Aclion: INFORMATIONAL CALLFAX

Deslar: 06928 PAEMER FORAD L-AS INC Origin Desa: COMNBUMER AFFAIRS - LITHSATION PREVENTION
Ociormmlar: £7000 Ml Comen Type: PHONE

Analyel Name: DUNLAP, KENISHA Anaiyal KDUNLAP

Action Date: Qi /2005 Action Time: 13.14,08.774 Action Datar No

Commnoniz LPA CONTAGTED CISTOMER. SHE WAS NOT AVAILAELE, LPALFT MSA.

Actlon: DENY ASSISTANCE - BEYONE WARRANTY

Dol 05528 PREMIER FORD L-M NG Ovigin Daac- CONSUMER AFFAIRS - LITHSATICH PREVENTION
Odomatar; 57200 M| Comm Types PHONE

Analyst Hame: DUNLAP, KENISHA Analyst: KDUNLAP

Action Daba: G4DL2005 Action TTawe: 09.40.25. 147 Action Data: Mo

Commente LPA CONTACTED DLR SVC MGH MIKE FIFTES. MIKE STATED THAT CUSTOMER'S YEHICLE WAS PAAKED IN
THE FAONT OF THE DLR. THE VEHICLE WAS NEVER IN THE SYC DEFT. WHILE THE VEHIKCLE WAS PARKED W THE FRONT
LQT, A THEAMAL EVENT DGCURRED. THEHE ARE MO RECALLS OR RELATED REPAIR HISTORY, AND THE VEHICLE IS
BEYGND WARRANTY, NOTHING FURTHER. CLCSING CORRESPONDENCE MALLED. CASE FILFD.

https:fiweb.cudl.dealerconnection.com/IssoesiACeDLIssueActions AllPrint. aspTAction=ActionList,.. 472002005
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RV APPRAISALS & INVESTIGATIONS OF AMERICA, LIiC

Mesmbwer oft Telephone (407) 685-5%00

Intemational Associstion of Marine Invostigators Fox (407} 488-0605

Society of Profestionsf Innounce Investigaions b/ frwrw rvapprainaly. com

International Associstion of Arson nvestipmom Btp fwrrvwr ryierresti EaGONE. 0O
- : . il egboitey@ el

SENT BY CEBRTIFIED MAIL. #7000 1670 0018 9621 5179

April 28, 2005

Ford Motor Company
Consumer Affairs

P.O. Box 6248 I‘%"ﬁ‘
MD-3NE-B i _._{"‘F{{L:_E_w:b"" T
Dearborn, Michigan 48126 f o

RE: Lance Smart Ford Explower Fire i
Our case number: PR-1-270-0405 E B L e, :
Date of loss: 04/21/05 Eloumn

Chassis mumber: 1
Progressive Insurance Company claim

To Whom It May Concem:

I have been retained by Progressive Insurance Comnpany to conduct the Origin & Canse
investigation on & fire dameged Ford Explorer track, The preliminary indicetion is thet
- the fire originabed in the enging area when the engine was off. We are requesting that a
representative from Ford Motor Conapany be present at the inspection of the truck Be
ndvised thet imvasive exploration of the vehicle is in order to determine the precise cause.

] em providing you the following informabon relative to your stiendance in the
investigation of the Ford truck fire. It will be your responsibility to notify your
demignated representnfives. Any items removed will be tested on site if possible. If
testing cannot be preformed, BV Appraisals & Investigations of America, LLC will retain
those items uistil such time as &n independent source of testing is available,

Please direct any request for information or copies of investigation reports to:

Progressive Insnrance Company™ - N

5,“{{:((1" Ji’f’%':;: U -8




5108 Old Park Lane, Suite 150
Orlando, Florida 32835

Pleass dfrect any inspection coordination request to RV Appraisais & [nvestigations of
Amernica, LLC at the above address.

Date of Inspection: May 19, 2005
Time: 10-:00 am EST
Location: Adesse Auto Auction, 2500 Adesa Drive, Sanford, Florida 32773, 407-323-

4090, Ext. 120 or 111

Please advise by esmail or letier fo RV Appraisals & Investigations of America, LLC as to
whether you will be attending.

Sincerely,
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NO. 96-185631-00

® §  INTHEDISTRICTCOURT
. §
Va 5
&
TEXAN FORD SALES, INC. §
d/b/a HILCHER FORD f/k/a §
LARRY HILCHER FORD, INC. § 96™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT
§
VS. B
§
FORD MOTOR COMPANY & §
MARTOM, INC. d/b/a §
LEGEND CONVERSIONS & TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS
DEFENDANT'S ORIGINAL THIRD-FARTY PETTTION
WITH REQUEST FOR DISCLOSURE |

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
Now comes Texas Ford Sales, Inc, d/b/a Hilcher Ford f/k/a Larry Hilcher

Ford, Inc, Defendant herein and hereinafter referxed to as "Third-Party Flainkff',

. complaining of and against Ford Motor Company ("Ford") and Mastom, Inc, d/b/a
Legend Conversions (“Legend”), and for cause of action would show the Court the

Tollawing: %

I

<«

54

L
Third-Party Defendant Ford Motor Company is a corpotation n:gangghm‘_tbe’::
the laws of ﬂ'I.E State of Delaware, and may be served with dtation by séntln& Z5
registered agent, C. T. Corporation System, at its registered address, 350 No5t. Bl =
Dallas, Texas 75201. Third-Party Defendant Martom, Inc., d/b/a Legend Conversions
is a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Texas, and may be served with

citation by serving its registered agent, Walter T. Bessett, at its registered address, 1305
Findlay, Arlington, Texas 76012.
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DEFENDANT'S ORIGINAL THIRD-FARTY PETITION

. .4 | 4 : Fagel




: 1| _ -

. Plaintiff's Original Pefition was served upon Defendant on January 8, 2001,
making January 29, 2001, the due date for Defendant’s Original Answer. Therefare, this
Third-Party Petition is being fled without prior leave of Court on or before February
28, 2001, according to the terms of T.R.C.P. 38.

HI.

_Plalnﬁff, filed suit in this cause alleging damages as the result of
an incident which pocurred on or about February 17, 1999, alleging that Third-Party
Plaintiff is liable to Plaintiff under theories of negligence, sirict liability, breach of
implied and express warranties, negligent misrepresentation, and violations of the
Texas Deceptive Trade Practices Acts ("DTPA"). All of these allegations arise out of a
fire allegedly caused by a vehicle purdmain‘;d from Third-Party Plaintiff on or about
November 2, 1998. A true and correct copy of Plaintiffs First Amended Original
Petition is attached hereto as “Exhibit A”. |

¢ ' Iv.

Ford and Legend ave liable to Third-Party Plaintiff for indemnity for any and all
Jrums it may be required to pay to Plaintiff as a result of the incident made the basis of
this suit. In this connection, Third-Party Plaintiff will show that at all imes material to
* this suit ithasbemeﬁgaged in retail sales of vehicles such as the one purchased by
Plaintiff, The vehicle that ia the basis of this lawsuit was manufactured and designed by
Ford, and sold by Ford o Legend. Legend made extensive modifications to the vahicle
and then sold it to Third-Party Plaintiff. Third-Party Plaintiff made no modifications to
_the vehicle before selling it to Plaintiff. Plaintiff alleges, among other things, that the
vehicle was defective at the lime it was purchased by Plaintiff. Third-Party Plaintiff will
show that it innacently resold the vehicle to Plaintiff in the ordinary course of its retail
buginess without kmowledge or the means of acquiring knowledge of any alleged
product defects. '

. | DEFENDANT'S ORIGINAL THIRB-PARTY PETITION

Fage 2
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Further, Third-Party Plaintiff denies that it was guilty .of any acls or omissions
contributing to or independently causing the harm complained of by Plaintiff.
Consequently, Third-Party Plaintiff ia entitled {o judgment over against Ford an-d
Legend for indemnity for any and all sums for which it may be adjudged liable to
Plaintiff. Furthermore, Ford has a statutory obligation under Chapter 82 of the Texas
Civil Practices & Remedies Code to indemnify and hold harmless Third-Party Plaintiff
from any loss arising out of this lawsuit, including court costs, reasonable expenses and
reascnable attorneys' fees,

VL

In the alternative, In the unlikely event that the trier of fact determines that
Third-Party Plaintiff is in any way Hable to Plaintiff as alleged in Plaintiffs First
Amended Original Petition, then Third-Party Plaintiff is entitled to contribution from
Ford and Légend pursuant to Chapter 33 of the Texas Civit Practices & Remedies Code.

o | VL.
" REQUEST FQR DISCLOSURE

Ford and Legend are hereby requested to disclose, within 50 days of service of

this Defendant’s Oziginal Third-Party Pelition With Reguest for Disclosure, the
" information or materiel described in Rule 1942 (a} - (k). '

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Third-Party Plaintiff prays that Ford’
and Legend be cited to appear and answer, and that following hearing hereof, Third~
;E'artyPlainl:'L[Ebe gr;naed the relief hereinabove requested, together with all costs of
court, reasonable expenses and attorneys' fees, prejudgment and poskjudgment
Interest at the highest rates dllowable by law, and such other and fasther relief, whether
general or special, both at law and in equity, to which it may show itself justly entitled.

. DEFENDANT'S ORIGIN AL THIRD-PARTY PETITION . -
WITH REQUEST FOR DISCLOSURE Page 3




. Rmpec&ully- subinitted,

2110 Walriat Hill Lane, Suite 160
Irving, Texas 75028

Phone: (572) 580-1249
Fax: {972) 714-0963
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
1 hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Defendant’s Original
Answer has been mailed to Anne L. Cook, Cozen and O'Connor, 1717 Main Street, Suite
2300, Dallas, Texas 75201, Attorney of Record for Plaintiffs, this 27" day of February,
2001,

A7
" RU‘BERT\B!V‘ES

. DEFENDANT'S ORIGINAL THIRD-FARTY PETTTION
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SPENCER CONSULTING SERVICES

PO. BOX 797, Marion, Ohie 43301 .
Telephone 1-800-686-8837 (740) 389-3817 Fax (740) 389-3818

Ms, Amy Hamnilion
Grange Insirance

PO. Box 945 ~
Findley, OH 45839

Fire Analysis

1999 Ford
VIN: 1FTIR1
Insured:

Grange File: 711-331249
SCS File: 08-2376

Date of Ocenrrence: July 8, 2080
Reported ot Appraximmiely: P.M. Hourx

THIS IS A CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION
’ BETWEEN AGENT AND PRINCIPAL




INTRODUCTION -

Spencer Consulting Services was requested on July 10, 2000, by Ms. Hamilton, to conduct an
investigation into the origin and canse of the captioned vehicle fire loss.

SCS Fire investigator Rick Spencer traveled to Osborn Towing in Kentor, Ohio on July 10,
2000. The mvolved vehicle was photographed exactly as found, a systematic examination
conducted, and fire pattams analyzed. Preliminary results'.fm'cmnvcjrcd to Ms. Hamilion. Mr.
Ken Berchak, representing KB Engineering, was contacted.

VEHICLE

A 1599 Ford Ranger was locared and examined, exterior views are depicied in figures 1 through
4. The vehicle dentification sumber 1FTZR 15X X 2 located on the lower driver
side dashboard, 5. The number and letter combination corresponded with that provided

by

Iires: A review of the vehicle exterior found all four tires and rims had been damaged
by Hame activity, figures & through 9. Four remains of tires were found in the truck bed,
figure 10. Examination found the tragd patterns were similzr and in new condition. Name
brand could not be established.

Hood: The hood was replaced to the engine comparrment, figure 11, The burned and
melted sections were representative of a distinct burn pattern. Patierns of this type often
asgist mvestigators in the identifying of fire origins. The bum patterns indicated a
progreagion of flame sctivity frogm the engine compartmtent ta the inner surface of the hood
sheet meral. Melting resulted.

ENGINE COMPARTMENT

Examination began by photographing from an averhead view, hgure 12, Additionzal views from
the driver side and passenger side were photographed, figures 13 and 14. It was apparent the
The firel defivery system at the top of the engine revedled burr patterns that when compared to
the hood mterior surface revealed 4 progression of Same activity from the Bael regulator and
return hose.

PASSENGER AND CARGO COMPARTMENTS

Flame progression continoed to the passenger comperiment, figure 15. Various openings in the
firewall, including the beater core opening. perminted the passage of smoke, heat, and flames
from the engine compartment to the passenger compartment, figires 16, 17, and 18, Once the
window glasses failed, flame activity contimued to the cargo bed, Seure 19.

2
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ANALYSIS .

The arex of origin was established as the engina compartment. Examination of electrical wires
inside the engine compartment ruled them out 28 contributing a ceuse to the subject fire. The
beater core apening, pawer steering pump, afternater, distributor, master cylinder, and top
radiator hoae alf revealed binn patterns indicating & progression of flame activity from the engine
top as ilkustrated in figure 20

Mr. Ken Berchak, P.E. was contacted and requested 1o conduct 2n independent systematic
exammation of the subject vehicle. After Mr. Berchak’s examinahion he reported his findings
verbally to Imvestigator Spencer. Through two (2) independent investigations it has been
determined the subject fire starved at the fise] reguiator snd sssocizted non-metallic flexible retrn
fuel line. Mr. Berchak will provide a separate report inchusive of kis findings.

In w:mmary, the subject fre resulied when atomized (pressurized) gasoline escaped from a non-

metallic flexible return fuel hose and entered the engine compartment A random spark from
ingice the engine compartment cannot be ruled out 85 an ignition factos.

SECURITY
Mr. Mark Stevens reported to Grange Insurance that he ‘was operating the vehicle at the time
of the subject fire. He was heading east on a township road in Hardin County, Ohio whan the
fire ocoured. SCS Fire Investigator Rick Spencer examimed the fire loss site as identifiad by Mr.
Stevens. No evidenge of armmable bquids being poured on tha road surfce or adjacent ground
covering, to firther aikl m the progression of flame activiry, could be found. [k was apparent the
subject fire was not the result of an imtentional uman act.
EVIDENCE

1. Photographs: Twenty color photographs are included with this report.

2. Fekicle: The myolved vehicle has been retained for fitture reference.

3. Mechamicgl: A separate analysis report, detatfing the mechanical aspects of the subject fire,
will be submitted by Mr. Ken Berchak, P E., KB Engmoering

CONCLUSIONS

Based an a systematic examination of the imvolved vehicle and phatogmaphic survey, as outlined
itt this report and information avaiteble, it is Spencer Consulting Services’ opinion that:




1. The area of origin was the engine compartment.

2. The point of origin was a nor-metallic flexible fuel return hose at the fiel regulator.
—_ _
3. Atmnizid_gsoline escaped the flexthie fuel retum hose and emtered the engine
compartment. A rangam spark cannot ha miled out as an ignition factor.

This report concludes the investigation into the origin and cause of the captioned fire loss.
Shoukl you have any questions of require fusther clarification, - lease contact Spencer Consulting
Services.

Report Prepared by:

CL. A
Rick Spencer, CFL CFEI
Certified Fire nvestigntor: [AALD1-039
Cextified Fire and Explodion Fyvestigator: NAF)-112
Licensed Inventipaor, Ohio-63510 .

August 10, 2000

CL: TI-25074%
SC5 Fiber OO-2376
RIS b
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Figure 2
Driver Side View




Figure 4
Passenger Side View

ERSS-805-LC-3301




-

Figure 8

Identification Numher
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Figure &

Driver Froot Eire




mﬁ._..,._mm
i Sy A

Figore 7
Driver Bear Tire




Figure 8

Passenger Front Tire
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Pryseager Rear Tire






o Figure 12
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Figure 14
Enging Compartment - Passenger Side Yiew
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Figure 15
Passeager Compartment - Front Section
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Figare 16

Heater Core Opening From Passenger Side Froni

Figace 17
Progression From Passenger Side



Figure 13
Progression to Driver Side
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Figure 10. Burn Pattern On Right Side Valve Cover
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Figure 13. Right Side View Of Valve Cover And Exhaust Manifold

Fuel Rebturn Hose '

Figura 14
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Figure 15. Fuel Return Hose Right Front Of Engine
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Figure 16. Fuel Return Line Spring Connector
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Figqure 17.

Eressﬁré.ﬁalief Valve Fitting.
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Figure 19. Hex Hut Threads
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Figure 21. Ball End Of Home Fitting
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1271 EDGEHILL ROAD
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212

® KE%GHIEEBHIG s

July 25, 2000
Amy Hamilton
Grange Mutual Companies
P. O. Box 3945
Findlay, OH 45839

Re: Your Clain NN
KBE Project N® 00-0704 Fuel Symtem Failure Analyais

Dear Ms. Hamilton:

Purstant to your request, X B ENGINEERING (KBE) has examined a 1995

Ford Ranger pick-up that was reportedly involved in a fire on July

E, 2000. The information submitted to KBE was that while the
vehicle was being driven, the driver detected the ocdor of gascline.

When he pulled owver and opened the hood, he cheerved gascline
gpraying in the engine bay. He c¢loded the hood and went for help.

The vehicle was axamined by Mr. Rick Spencer, C.F.I., of Spencer
Consulting Services, who determined that the origin of the fire wana

in the center to right side of the engine bay. Bpecifically, KBE

. wag requested to determine the rasual factor for the fire. XBE's
. atudy consisted of the following:

1. On July 18, 2000, Mr. Kenneth W. Berchak, P.E., KBE's
Mechanical Erngineey, eaxamined the vehicle at Osbarne

Towing in Henton, CH.

Based cn the above apurce nf information, KBE hae determined the
following:

The subject vehicle, reference Figures 1 and 2, was a 1999 Ford
Ranger Extended cab pick-up truck. Examination of the chassis
reveeled the dashboard mounted V.I.N. plate wae in place and
readable, reference Piguzre 3. The V.I.N. embossad on the plate was
1FIZR15x3x- Examination of the dashboard revealed the fire
destroyed the vehicle interlor and instrument panel which prevented
the recording of the wvehicle mileage.

Examinarion of the hood revealed that 1t was manufactured of
aluminum. Examination of the partially melted hood revealed that

the fire intensity was greatest on the right side of the engine
bay, reference Figure 4. Examination of the sngine aide of the

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION MECHANICAL FAILURE ANALYS1S

ERIS-2E5-LC-3359
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hocod, reference Figure 5, revealed that the next area of intense
fire was located along of the center and rear of the engine bay.

Examination of the engine bay, reference Figures 6 and 7, revealed
that the non-metallic engine bay components were destroyed in the
fire. Examination of the teop of the engine revealed Lthat the
aluminum air intake had melted and collapsed on the top of Ethe
engine, reference Figure 8. Examination of the right front side of
valve cover revealed a fire pattern at the baae of the oil Fill
tube indicating intenge heating, reference Figurea 9 and 10.
Examinaticon of the left side of the o0il £ill rtube, reference
Figures 11 and 12, revealed a burn pattexn indicating that gasoline
sprayed agaimat the fill tube. Examination of the exhaust manifeld
indicated a liguid flow pattern over the component, reference
Fiqure 13. Continued examination of the top Forward section of the
engine revealed that the fuel injection presoure reliaf wvalwe
return line was a steel braided hose crimped onto a brasg fitting,
referenge Fiqure 14. Following this line across the ktop of the
engine revealed that it terminated at the left front of che epgine
adjacent to the crooe mamber and left side frame rail, reference
Ficqures 15 and 16. Examinarion of the area around the chasaia frame
rall did not reveal an area of intense heating.

Returning to the fuel inject pressure relief valwve, refersence
Pigure 17, revealed that the fuel line fitting was a brass
material. BExamination of the hoae crimped omto the fitting reveaaled
Ehat the non-metallic inner hose had been destroyed during the
fira. FPurther, the hoee crimp was loose on the fitbing tube.
Continued examination of the fitting revealed that the hex nut
portion of the ficting was extremely loose on the threaded pressure
relief walve. Rotabtion of the hex nut revealed a fire pattern on
the hex nut facegs under the crimped hose, refersnce Fiqure 18. The
extreme looseness of the hex mut enabled the removal of the Eitting
from the steel pregaurs relief valve without the use of a tool,
refersnce Figure 19, Examination of the threaded portion of the
pressure rejief valve, reference FPigure 20, did not revealed any
avidence of the hex nut having been croes-threaded. Examination of
the hose fitting seat revealed a liguid flow pattern on the ball
end seat, reference Figure 21.

Analysle of the examination data revealed that the gascline spray
reported by the wvehicle owner was located at the hose fitting
attachment to the pressures relief valwve. This was supported by the
fire pattern on the right front wvalve coverfexhaust manifcld

2




0-97M)4
asgsembly and the oil fill tube. PFurther, the destruction of the
entire right side of the alumirum hoed indicated that the fire
intengity was greater zlong the right side of the engine hay and
continued for an extended tima. The melted rear center of the hood
waa consigkent with the fire intensity adjacent to the hose fitting
and melting of the air intake manifold. '

The pressurs reliaf valve body was marmufactured from a aceel alloy
while the hope fitting attaching to the valve body was manufactured
from a brasas zllaoy. Each material as ita own ceefficient of Ehermal
expansion. The expansicn rate of brass is alightly greater than
that of eteel. A= a result, the brass fitting will expand slightliy
more than the stesl filtting in a fire. Becauae of the thread
configquration, a brass fitting attached to a steel part will often
be locpe after it e in a fire. Examination of the ball end of the
hose fitting indicated cthat the hex nut was loocse and permitted the
flow of gasoline from the threaded fitting.

The examinaticn of the crimped hose fitting on the pressure relief
valve adapter revealed that it was alac looge on the fitting. The
crimpad portion of the hoge slesve did exhiblt a erimp imprint.
Since the irmner tube of the stesel braided hose 18 a non-metallic
material which was destroyed in the fire, the original fit cof Ehe
hose to adapter could not be determined.

In summary, based upon the ohasrvations and analysis herein, it is
the opinion of K B ENGINEERING that the engine bay f

from a leaking steel braided Tuyel xetuyrp line hose fittipg
inigtalTed on the fuel injector pressure relief valve.

s

If vou have any gqueastions concerning thia report or recuire the
additional mervicea of K B ENQINEBERING, please contact the report
author.

Sincerely,

%‘»@M

Mechanical Engineer
State Qf Ohic
keglatration N B-406%76

cc:file O0-0704 ,wpd
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Figure 3. Dashboard Mounted V.I.N. Plake

Figure 4. Fire Damaged Rood (Viewed From Top Of Caly)
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Flgure %. Burn Pattern On Right Side Valv

e Cover

On Right Side Valwve Cover

Figure 10. Burn Pattern




Figure 11 Burn Fattem on oil Fill Tube
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Flgure 12. Cloae-up View Of Burn Pattern On 0il Fill Tube
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Flgure 17. Preasure Relief Valve Firtting
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Figure 18. Pattern On Fitting Hex Nut
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Figure 1s. Hex ‘Hul: Threads
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Figure 20. Pressure REllEf Ualve Threads
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Fiqure 21. Ball End Of Home Pitting
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FiLEO
| R COUNTY
IN THE HARDIN COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS UR
ZRL-t PH 3702

LOHI J. STEVEHSON
CLERK

-Case No: Jotid 1) s5CvH
ke Do ok emea

“"

Ford Mctor Company
/o C.T. Corporation System, Staturtor; Agent
1300 Enst Sth Street
Cloveland, Ohlo 44114
Defendant,
T GES
c DNE
1. The corporate Plaintiff Is duly authorized to sed Insurance In the state of Qhio and at
alt imes hereinafier mentioned, had in full force end effect a policy of inauranca which
providad coverage on a 1889 Ford Ranger basring Vehicls ldantificetion Number

1FTZH15XEX-mna-d and/or lsasad -rninli‘hr refarred to as

“insured").

ERDS-QAS.) o nyin




T

2. Defendant Ford Motor Company {heselnafter referred 1o as “Ford™) is 2 m@n
authonzed to do business n the state of Ohio, or has conductsd businass In he state of Ohio.

3. Dafendant, Ford, negligenty designad, manufachured, distribited, marketed andfor
sold & 1999 Ford Ranger bearing Vehicla Identification Number 1 FI'IH‘ISXBXF-

4_On or about the 8™ day of July, 2000, in McDoenald Township, Hardin County, Ohle,
the "Insured” was uslng =akd 1999 Ford Ranger in'a Fums;aahla manner when a fuel fad fire
did originate in and‘or around the engine comparimant, damaging the vehicle beyond repair.
Said vehicle was deemed a total l0sa.

5. The vehicle's value pracading the incident was in the amount of $28,132.22.

8. Said fire and loss were a direct art prexamate result of Defandant's aforamentioned
negligance.

7. Pursusant to the above mentioned policy of inturance, the corporaie Flaintiff was
required to and did pay to and/or on behalf of its “nsured” the sum of $28,132.22 and is
thereby subrogated in that amount.

COUNT TWO
v 8. Plaintiff hersby incoporade paragraphs one through seven of this Complaint as if
fully restated hersin.

9. Defendant negigenty failed to wam of the dangess of sald product.

" COUNT THREE

10. Plaintiff heraby incorporates paregraphs one through nine of this Complaint as if
fully rostated har.aln. : |

11. Seid product was unsafs fnriits intended ﬁe. which use was reasonably

formsgaable by Defendant.

ERpE-Dos-1C-0416




12. Phaintiff heraby incorparates paragraphs one through eleven of this Complaint as if
fully restated herain.

13. Defendant made ceriain express and implied wamanties which were reflad upon by
tha “Insured”, the Defendant's breach of which directly and proximately caused the damages
dascribed above. Copjas of any appicakbis wri‘l'tanmn—hus are not cwranty n the
poseession of the Plamtiff, howaver, they ané beleved 1o already be in the poszession of the
Defandant.

UNT FIVE

14, PRaintiff hareby incarparates paragraphs one through thirteen of this Complaint as if
fully restatad hereln,

15, The risks inherent in the design of the 1999 Ford Ranger outweighed the benefits of
that design.

COUNT S
| 6. Plairtiff hereby incorporates paragraphs ona through fiiteen of this Compfaint as if
fully restated hemln

17. Defendant did fail to design and/or mancufactise sald 1989 Ford Ranger in
sonfarmity with the standards and requinersents of iix indusiry.

COUNT SEVEN

16. Plaintiff hereby incorporates paragraphs one through seventeen of this Complaint
ﬂ; I flally re_ghted hersin.

16 Dalandammdpiacniﬁuﬂmshmdmﬁnmapmdmtwhimmmtnf

merchantahia quality and was unfit for the purpns.a in which it was Intended.




COUNT EIGHT
20. Plaintiff hereby incorporates paragraphs one through nineteen of this Complaint as

if fully restatad herain.

21. The 1899 Ford Ranger wae defectiva in manufacture andfor construction as
described in Ohic Revised Coda § 2307.74, was dafac_ﬁva in design or formulation as
describad in Ohic Revised Code § 2307.75, was defactive due to inadequats waming or
instruction as desciibed in Ohio Revised Cods § 2307, 76 ardor was defective becauss |t did
- not conform to representations made by the Defendant as describad in Ohio Revisﬁ Code §

2307.77.

22. As a direct and proximate result of one or mare of the above uasm-a:eﬁ'faims
and/or defaeciive and dangarous conditions, Pleintiff were dameged as set farth above.
WHEREFORE, Ptantitf, Grange Mutual Casualty Company, demands judgment it the
amount of $28,132.22, phis costs and interast,
CHEEH & ZEE

Namndm Sahaihu Jr.
Attomay for Plaintiffs
£71 East Broad Strest, 16th

P.O. Box 15069
Columbus, Ohio 432150069
(614) 225-3888 (01-7523)

ER-20S-LC-3410







DIV. K
JUDGE

MARTHA E. SASSONE

L2020
24TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
VERSUS
PARISH OF JEFFERSON
FORD MOTOR GCOMPANY STAYE OF LOUISIANA
PETITION FOR DAMAGES

NOW INTQ COURT, itvough undersignad counsel, mmnl-
-n Individual <f tha fult aga of majorily residing in 4he Parish of East
" Balon Rouge, State of Lovigiana, and FARMERS INSURANCE . EXCHANGE, &
foreign insurer authorized 10 do buglness in the State of Louisiang, whw, with
. naapact, reprasanis as follows: )
.

Made daferdant harein la FORD MOTOR COMPANY, @ faneign corporation
doing businesa in the State of Louisiana, with its principsl business in Louislana
located in the Clty of Matalda, Pareh of Jeffemaon.

Il

On or about October 25, 20048 rorked hia 1668 Ford F1%0
under the carmort of his reakdence kocated N 5t f

* Louislana,
: . A
After antesing hig residam_cmd a loud “popping” noise
coming from the carport area and ha dscoverad fird wad senitteng from B engina
compartmant from undsr the hood and feft front whael apaning. 5

meumﬂ.summhw
JIATZED RN LR

Lt




.

Tha fira ignlted becaliaa of a failixe of he vehicle's braka pressure switch.

.
FORD MOTOR COMPANY was tha manufacturer of the 1998 Foed F150, and
was responglbia for dagign arid installa¥on of tha dafactive brake pragyure wibtch
that falled and caused the fire damage.

V1.
A9 & resutl of tha above-mantioned fire N 999 Ford F150,
was a total lgas. -
VI,

(] T W————

vahicle by Farmers Insurance Exchangs policy no. {158121400, which provided for
a $250.00 deductible.

VI,
Asa mﬂtﬂhﬁmﬁunﬁd mtomabila propaery damages and pursuant
1o the aforemantioned Famers insursnce Exchinge insursncs polcy, co-plainttf
Farmews, s peldthe sum of $3483 58 to the co-plast F R reretore.

Farmers Insurance Exchange, is subrogatad to _rlyﬂt ) recover
tha et of aid payment from the defyndant hinmad harsinabove. _ i

TOOCE et 1 111FILETE 1 a4 24P BTt il

. BEAGEE T 31




F &

As a result of the afgrementioned aulemobil: and property damegs, Jarne3d
Stewart in satited 10 recover the $250.00 daductible parfion af such propery
demapes.

WHEREFORE, piairkiffs, = Farmers Insurance Exchange,
pray {hat defandant be sereed wil 8 copy of this patiion and be clisd b sppasr and
anzwer zame, 8nd after all dug procass and legal procasdings are hed, o b
Judgment rendered In favor of the plaint® ]I te amountot 5250.00
and in favor of tha plaintif, Farmers insuance Exchange, in the amount of $3483.50
and ageinst the dafardant, Fond Mok Cormgmany, pius, lsgal Inferest on 38k
amounts from the date of judicial demand until paid, court coats, and al gther
gengral and equitzbla rafigf o which plaintiffe are enftied uder tha premisas.

fiespactiully submilted:
KEGGH, COX, SWILAON, 1

By:

EDWARD F. STAUSS, &1
La. Bar R0l Np. 17818

701 Maln Strest [70B02)
P.0. Box 1151

Balcn Rouge, LA 70202
Telephone: {225) 383-3786
Facsimile: {228 3439612

Atlormays for Jamen Siswart end Farmers
_ Inzurance Exchangs

e it “ull L
{(Loultiang Reviged Statutea 13:3201, of zoq.)

7. FORD MOTOR COMPANY
its regtared agent for 3enice of procacss
CT CORPORATION SYSTEM
6550 Unhed Plaza Boudevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

JHOOCEATHITIFRES2| MHPoonITagss
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Oifios of the Ganaral Cowrasl Fard] Motor Compiny

Pwrkiana Fovaes Waat
Dulie 200
Three Paridene Boulsvard
Deartrom, Michigen {2828
Decamber 9, 2004
Spyridan, Koch, Palamo & Doman
Theee Lakeway Genter, Suite 3010
3638 Nodh Caucewey Blvd.
Matalre, LA 70002
ATTEMTION: PAUL PALERMND
fr  Clamar: TN
‘YE: (-2
Woahlcle: 0438
Dear Mr. Palenmsa:

Wa acknowledge your recently submiled aubrogation claim. in order %o saskrt ue in svnluating your claim,
mMMmmmﬂhmm [Pleana nobe that the infermation requeatad ks In regard to
tha Ford mamuaciurad vehicle.)

B i mmmammdmmmmmmmm
and subsaquant t te loss. .

BB 2 Acopyof the polcs andbor fire seport

[T 3. Cuigivl colar phciageaphs. of tha vehicle's cotialon/ie damage & the alleged deleciive parts, frof}
soveral dffeent anglos,

0 4. Origiral color phatographs of tha insids of the vehicla showing the sering wheal, dash and mof
mes.

A b Criginal color phologrepha of the accident/ fee scene irgm geverg) diflor

DI &  Attachacopyof your sxperts rport and e expait’s original pholographe.,

B4 7. Attash the repeir axtimale, repair orer, or your fotal ioca worksheed for the
wehicis's damage shd any losaes sasociaied with this incldant, and
aopiaa of it naymenge.

B L Atiazh the complais senvica history for e aubject vehicle, including &y kne-ups o

) ol changes,

- Plaass ansyer tha fallowing In tha space pravided, | you taed addiBor] space, Haase wres the back of te

B Hﬂmhmmmlafw i
10.  The 17 dight vahids idenificaion numbar: _{ FTEF { SV 2+
. mﬂmh'MaiMudeW{'fi;
12.  What s the alloged defect

sfiinhf Gilur % :!ﬂ: dor i ptsicfy gf .
(ot ria M\‘ ".I'l-i"'r'l:l'\ /

féi:,aar_‘e




13.  Huetha alaged deleckva par been repaifed or replaced? (circia ane) Yes or No
14,  Whatls the curerd localon of Ee vehice, aod e aleged defactive partis)?
Bl Koygr, [owsiens
15 List ol ofler market eddians or modications $ial wera mads fn tha vahicle;
' ﬂWﬁ_MI *"—'éﬂ'“{' bl Eonr  coshiflpd et
_ewprr f‘p” f'ks-fl-fM

16  Wasthe engina nnning? (circls one) Yea or 13
17.  Werethe keysinthe kgiion? (chcleons) Yes o
16 Waa lisveticks purchased naw or used: Naws
It purchased usad, provide the date of purchase, mileage t the-time of puchase, and from whom

the vehicke was purchesad:_ At cas (raffe

Once wa 2w iy racaipl of the requastad infamsation, & wi be reviswed and you will he nolifiad of our decision
conceming your ciaimn . Should you na: send &l of the MMNMHﬂmMmm
mmhm“hhuﬂmﬂdnHmlb. 850 note ur vahics )

Plossa bs aovised thet aF nacansany siaps ahould be isken 10 arvsuns thet #he subjact vohicdle snd all of in
eamponent parie are mainisined and preservad for tiel. Ford Moter Company has the fight b inmpect tha vehicls and
samove ond twet any camponanl part thal you clalm jo be defaciive, and io be presamed with tha wehicle and the subjact
-componant partis) &t the ¥me of trial, shouk Eigation ensue fom this informal claim.

Plomte Hole: ¥ you propose to repelr the wohicie: for coninued usags, such npalm may not be perdonned
urtl after Forgd Molor Comperty hea Inspectad dhe vehicla and rereoved and tssted amy cornponent pest you dalm e be
delfacive o7 advised you in willing that i doea not inbund o performn such irapecon andfor lealing 2 itk Sma. Bt even
hMmFﬂMWHWMHMWHMMﬂWHﬂM
for trial,

Sncarchy,
Sn”

Claime Analyst /

Lifigalion Asalsiant




SPYRIDON, KOCH,
PALERMO & DORNAN

LLG | ATTORMEYS AT LAN

— December 1, 2004
Yia Cortiffod Mafl
350 208

m aipt He
And Via U. 8. Mail
Ford Motor Company
through its Repisterad Agent
C-T Corporatfon.
3550 United Pfaza Boulevard
Baton Rouga, LA 70809

Ra: Insured:
Date of Loss: '
Our Fila No. Z0104-38
Damage Claim: $23,000.00

Dwaar Sir or Madam:

m Farmers Insurance Group relative io a property damage claim filed

the owner of a 1898 Ford F150 truck, On October 25, 2004, the truck’s

engine caught fire, as a result of which | house sustained beavy damage.
'\——_______-_'_________.,_._---—'_—"—--._

Owr preliminary investigation indicates that the aforemantionsd fife may have

defect in the truck manufactured by Ford. |n accordanca with tha tarms of

uranca policy, we are hereby placing Ford Mator Company on notice of

armers su ﬁmehimhralsumpaidhandmheha#samsuﬂnf
tha fire and its intention to assert such claims against Ford My,

Please have your reprasentative contact the: undergigned within fiftean (15} days of
the receipt of this comespondance.

With best regards, we are
PDP{JMBkca
KEW O A DFFCE B0 GRACE
Tiw'is: Ladmibey Srriur, Salle 3130 71 Walar Sl
JEH Rerth Crozoway Bacianl ML Box 154
rladrfs, Lambalans MO0 B, Whisavipyl 9513
oA 04 K JEDO Far S 330 Tl Wby cipd com phane B2 Xnd 2003 T 322 AN M
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2218 North Park Drive
Kingwood, Texas. 77339
(281) 3584441
(800) 334-0200
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Report Namber One and Final
November 18, 2004

PREPARFED FOR: Seatry Select Inyurence
: P.O. Box 8012

Davenport, Towa 52808
ATTENTION; SnuFimpatmk

DATE OF LOSS: October 25, 2004
LOSS LOCATION: -
Louisissof
POLICY NUMBER: N/A
asmonon:
INVESTIGATOR: Richard Jones
EFIFILE: 983100269

THIS REPORT FURNISHED AS PRIVILEGED ANINCONFIDENTIAL TO ADDRESSEE.,
RELEASE T ANY OTHER COMPANY, CDNEE.N{}R INIIVIINUJAL IS SOLELY THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ADDRESSEE.
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Insured: Semtry Ford -

DETERMINATION OF CAUSE AND ORIGIN

This is an accidental fire. The fire originated in the engine compartment. The available evidence
imlicaies the fire was caused by a milftmetion in the cruise control device.

ABSIGNMENT

The assignment was recsived on Novetnber 5, 2004 with instructions o conduct a canss and origin
nvestigation. The asaipement commenced on November 8, 2004,

ENCLOSURES

1. Velicle exam warksheet

2.  Photographs (40) with explanation sheet;
3. Vehicle Inspoction Report; '
4.  Resulis of Recalt Research; and,

q 5. mmmmmmmmnfmmmm
CASE YEHICLE EXAMINATION
¥Yehicle Desaription
The il icle examination was conducted on November 8, 2004 st Baion Booge,
Louial Present dusing pertions of the fire scene exam owner of
the vehicle.
The vehicle wasa 1996 F i bearing Lowisima license plsQEIIIII The VIN w2
confirmed as 1FTEF15H21 The odometer waa nol discernabls due to the damage from

the fire, The mapection sticker was not discernshic due to firs demage.

Mhﬁmhhwﬁdehmh&ﬂmmufmmﬁmﬂmmmmm
Thesc items were placed m i box on the front driver seal. There were no adverse conditions
cifecting the examination. Theabove alterations did mot prevent an accurate determination of canse.
Evidence of forcible entry inchade demage to the hood lock. Subsequent investigation revealsd the

o
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hood was forced open by the fire depariment. The evidence indicates the doors weare not locked at
the time of the fire.

Exterior

The engine compariment suffered the greatest fire damage. The doors were ¢losed during the course
of the fire. The front driver window was closed at the time of the fire. The front passanger window
was closad at the time of the fire. The rear driver side window was closed at fhe tine of the fire.
The resx pasaenger side window was dlosed at the time of the fire The front fires were fire damaged,
while the rear tires wore serviceable. There were no indications the whecls had been recently
ramoved or exchanged. The spare was in the normal Jocation and serviceable. No pre-fire exterior
tranma or accident damage was foond.

Interisy

The ntire passenger compartment was gutted by the fire. The keys were not found in the vehicle.
All of the equipment and sccesgories wate ongitial factory inetalled with the sddition of the
aftermarket installation of 8 camper shell over the bed of the truck, There was no evidence that any
bomed on the swface. The rybber pads were meled off the pedalz. The shift lever was in the park
position. The emergency brake was not set. There were no pexsonal items noted in the vehicls,

Eoginé Compariment

The bood exhibited fire damage thronghout. ‘The hood separated from the fame. Tha vebicle had
an 8 cylinder normal monnted engine and had rear wheel drive. The air filter was not in place and
exhibited damags on the side. The upper caniser end of the air intake tube was bumed nway. The
rubber components of e supply and return fizel line, including the in-line filter, were consumed.
The evidencs indicates all raquinsd clamps werein place. The sngine compartment cmission Fystzm
compoeHs were desiroyed, The mdistor snd fan were totally destroyed.  The opper and lower
radiator hosea were conmumed. The shrood wan nat intact. There was heavy Bre damage to both
inner fendevs,

The engine oil was fill and was clean. The traemizsion fluid was sommal, althongh a frue reading
tranemigxion coolant linos to the radistor were consumed. The air condiioning system was not
intact All of the heater hoses were not in place, There was fire and heat darnage to the top and cap
of the power steering pomp. Fems normally found bot mot present in the sngine compartment
inclode the power steering pump, the wiper motor, the brake mester cylinder and the bralce pressure
switch




9831002269 -3- November 18, 2004

=
Elcetrical Systom

The only evidence of electrical activity was on the cniriac control/braks suppeeasion system, The fuse
panel could not be examined due to the cxtent of demzge. The battery was in place ared was located
ot the passenger side at the froat of the engine compartment. There was heat and fire damage to the
battery located on the onter casing. The cahles were no longer attached to the hattery terminals and
the commectars exhibited svidence of fire damage.

Tha altsmator wan intact and moninted and exhibited evidence of fire damage to the upper front
portion. The wiring to the alternator was attached and exhibited evidence of heat and fire damage,
wiring to the starter was attached and exhibited evidence of heat anid fire damage, the insulation had
melted away. The wiritg harmess was examined and no evidence of failure was noted.

Fuel and Emissicn Svatem

The fuel tank, filler assembly and filler cap had no invelvement in this fire. The fizal tank war metal
and had not ruptured nor had the seams split on the tank. The gas cap and filler ansembly wexe
melted away. The fucl lines were traced and no evidence of a leak or nupture was noted. The fusl
pump <xhibitsd no indications of a malfunction, a lcek or 8 rupture. The injection assembly
exhitited evidence of heat and fire damage amd was not involved in the initiation or spread of the
fire. The exhanst xystemn andd cainlytic converter were in place and fhnctional,

Evideacs
No eamples or svidencs was collocted,

Hire Iitiailox

The fire originated in the engine compartment on the driver side against the fire wall. The fire spread
up and out, conevming the brake flmid resarvoir. § traveling into the air filter and air ducts
consurting the rubber componenits of the fuel lines, extending to the underside of the hood before
venting through the open spacee in the fire wall and entering the esh. The fire also vented through
the gap betwean the hood and the fender and through the radiator system.

The beaviest damage was to the top of the craise control deviee. The heaviegt damage to the brake
bocater was to the front and op. The heaviest damage: to the valve covers was to the driver side.
Thehennutdmng:ﬁutbewglnemmpunmmwmﬂndnmndu The heavicst damnge to the
hood was over the brake booster.

The lowest fire damage was to the front driver side tine, Thee was cvidence of arcing on the cruise
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control device. Th:ﬁmtﬁmwuwimmﬂdinﬂmmginemnmby-

- Availabls heat and possible ignition sources located in the orgin area inclode vehicle primary
clectrical wiring, a malfunction in the croige comtrod device and incendiary.

A malfunetion in the craise contro] devics cannnd be aliminated ac a caees,

Elimigntory

The vehicle primary clectrical wiring at the battery, starter and alternator exhibited no evidence of
electrical activity or 2 malfunction. There was no evidence t indicate incendiarian.

froint of his vehicle on five.

He cxited the house through that door to get out of the house becanse the carport was
also on fire. He did not think to ase any ather sxit hacage the other doors remain
locked and are never used. He had $o pass directly in front of the burning vehicle,
heading toward the yard.

The fire department arrived at his house. They treated lim for second degres burns
’ to hiz in and transported bim to the hospital.

I 1o« not had any major eoblems with his trock. He hes not had
anything vepaired or changed. Iﬁituhemﬂhmmtumkedinmayw.

A duy or 8o prior to this inveetigation, Glan Stricker, sn inveatigator with Rimbkua,
. had been "s hause to Took at his tnxke
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Imsured

COMMENTS

Per your instructions, I will hold this fils in abeyance while awsiting an additional inspaction with
a Ford repreeentative. You may contact me through the Texes Service Center or at the number listed
below.

Richard Jones
Investigator
Covington, Lowixisna
985-373-0253
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