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o RV APPRAISALS & INVESTIGATIONS OF AMERICA, LLC
Thomas 3. Baijley CF1
Presidout, 5o Bnvestigabor
447 Dorchester Square
Lk Macy (Ortando), Florida 32746
Mambar of: Talephous (407) 6E8-0400
Enternetiona] Associztios of Marine Fvvestigatons Fape (407) 6930606
Sogiaty of Profesgional Ingorencr: Inveostipabors htp e rvappraisls oom
Eternatioan! Associstion of Arsan Investgston bitp=/farwrw. rvimvestigations com
Florida Advisory Conmities an Amoni Preventicn email: Lgbailey{Errappeaisaly com
SENT BY 1670 D18 D621 5131 3
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May 26, 2005 A2
FERD WO & ot = e
Ford Motor Company l JAECTEL m —~>D
Consumer Affairs i S ey
0. Box 6248 v MAY SEE = T
MD-INE-B ; E =
Dioarbom, Michigan 48126 | aewgnaL couaee. A
RE: Dollie Bussey Ford F-150 Fire
Our case nmumber: PR-1-275-0505
. Date of loss: 05/054)5
Chassis namber: 1FTDX1
Progressive nsurance Company claim
To Whom it May Concern:

I kave been retained by Progressive Insarence Company Lo conduct the Origin & Caise
investigation on a fire damaged Ford F-150 truck. The preliminary indication is that the
fire originated in the engine area when the engine was off. We are requesting that a
represenistive from Ford Motor Company be preseat at the inspection of the tuck.  Be
advised that invasive explomtion of the vehicle is in order 1o determine the precise cause,

[ e providing you the following mformation relative to your attendance in the
investigation of the Ford F-150 truck fire. H wilt be your responsibility to notify your
designated representatives. Any items removed will be tested on site if posaible. If
testing cannot be preformed, RV Appmimls & Investigations of America LL.C will retain
those items until such time as an independent source of testing is available.

Please direct any request for information or copies of investigation reports to:

Michael F. Terrano S1U
Progressive Insurance Compeny
6506} Bowiden Road




Jacksonville, Florida 32216

Please direct any inspection coofdination request to RV Appraisals & Investigetions of
America, LLC at the sbove address.

Date of Inspection: Jupe 9, 2005
TFime: 10:0(0 am EST ]
Location: 2754 Foreman Circle, Middizburp, Florida

Plesse advise by emeil or letter to RV Appraizsals & Investigations of America, LLC as to

EAPS-095-LC-5553
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IM THE STATE COURT OF ZOBR COUNTY, GEORGIA, CIVIL ACTICH #

PLAINTIFF: Stare Farm Mutual Auntomobile Insurance Company
iour File #301-0443)

‘ | 2001A 5102
DEFENDANT : Ford Motor Company

COMPLATIHNT FOR TORT OF MEGLIGENCE (PRODUCT LIABILITY)

STATEMENT OF FACTS

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (her=inafter
referred ta as "Plaintiff") files this Complaint for demages against
Defendant Ford Motor Company, and respectfuolly shows the Court as
Fellows:

1. Defendant Ford Moter Company (herpinafter referred to as
"Defendant®™) is a foreign profit business corporation reglsterad to do
businezs in the 5tate of Georgila. Said Defendant may be served with
process through its registered agent in the State of Georgia to-wit:
Corporation Prucess Company, 1B0 Chergkee Street, NE, Cobb County,
Gegrgia 30060.

2. Defendant designed; tested, manufactuared; assembiled,
inapected, marketad, distri nd warranted a 139% Ford Ranger
Pickup, V.I.N.: 1E‘I‘YR14VDKmhereinaEter *said product™) prior to
November 13, 1999,

. [N :-:occcr plaintifers Insuren

purchased said product in the stream of intarstate commerce prior to
November 13, 1999,

4, Theresafter, Plaintiff's Insured used said product for its
intended purpose without abuse and without modificatien.

5. 0On or about November 13, 199%, while Plaintiff’s Inﬁé}edﬁhasf
driving said product, it goit running and whein Plaintiff's
exlted sald progoct 1t was on fire.
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6. Ar a result of the casualty described in the previa

paragraph, propertv owned by Plaintiff was damaged in the aik nt
519,572.00 i(malvage iz undetarmined). 0t
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7. Subzequent investigation revealed that Defendant hEE{J
negligently deaigned; nagligently tested: negligenkly manmfackored,
negligently assembled; negligently 1nspected negligently marketed;
nagligently di=stributed said product in a defactive condition at the
time of first distributlon and sale for usa,

8. Subseqguent ihveatidgation revealed that Defendant”™s negligence
described in the previous paragraph was the proximate cause of the
casualty described asbove and of the damage: described above.

%. As a remult, Defendant is llable as tort feasor in the ampunk
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of 519,572.00 iszivade iz undetezpined! for damagss cavpsad by she
defactive par:c.

19, Piaimtiff is subrogated to all rlghts and in
claim ageinst De2fendsnt as a resuli of maki: £
insered under a policy of insurance.

11, Plaintiff has szrved Defendant a coby uf. [a} Plainticff's
First For Ardmissions To Deifendant; ibl Plaintlii's First
Interrogatorias to Defendant; and, (o) Plaintiff's First Regusst For
Production of Documencs Ta bDefendant with the summons angd complainc
pursuant to Q.C.G.A. 2-11-4{al-(g).

12. Plaintiff has serwed Defsndant a copy of: {a) Notice of
Plaintiffrs Dbesire To Bettle This Litigation; (b} Nocice of
Plaintiff's Intention To Seek Attormmey's Fees In Th2 Event of A
Default By Defendant: {c)! Wotice of Plalntiff's Intention To Seek
Interast; {dy Wotice of Service af Discovery Mskbzrisls; and, (e}
MNotice of Conditioneal Stipulation For Extension of Time For Dafendant
with aummons and complaint pursuant to O0.C. G, k. 9-11-4(a)-(qg].

COUNT A: TORT OF NECLIGENT LDESIGHING, MEGLIGENT TESTING;
HEGLIGENT MAMUFACTURING; WEGLIGEMT ASSEMELY ; HEGLIGEHT INSPECTION;
CLIGENT MAREETIRG, AHD, NEGLIGENT DISTRIBIITICH

13. Plaintiff herein incorporates by reference ths zllsgations
contained in paragraphs 1 through 12 as if set forth herein.

14. Plaintiff shows that said defective part in =aid product,
which was designed, mamufactured, distributed and sold by Dafandant
was in & defective condition at tha time of the First distribution and
sala for use. Pilaintiff shows that the defective condition existing
in this vehicle included, but was not limitad Eo:

a. A defactive design of ths defective part inatalled in said
produck.

B. The failure to warn and To continue Eo warh users, purchasscs
and registered owners of such producis, by letter, recall notice, ar
other rsascnable means, of the dangerous chararkteristics and
properties of the defective part Defendant had a duty to emercise
reasonable care to design, test, manuiacture, assemble, inzpect,
market, and distribnte =zaf2 products, so as to not subject purchasers
oI users or innocent third parzies Lo an unrezsgpnable risk of ham.

l5. Defendant breached its duty to exercise reasonable care with
respect to said product and defective part.

16. Defendant was negligent and acted In a willful and wanton
manper in designing, testing, and/ar manufacturing, inspecting,
marketing, distributing and selling the installed defective part in
such a panner and in such condition as to make said product inherently
dangerous and defective.

17. Defendant‘'s defective praduct failed as a result of the
negligence of Defgndant described in this Count s that Defendant's

|2




negligence was the proximate canse of the incident and resulring
damages described above in the STATEMENT OF FACTSE section of
Plaintiff's complaint; and, said incident and =zid damages was
reasonakle perceivable by Defendant at all times relakive to
Flaintlfi's complainkt.

COUNT B: STRICT LIABILITY OF DEFENDART

18. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained
in paragraphs 1 through 17 as if fully sef fcrth herein.

19. Defendant is strictly liable in Eort te Plalpntiff for the
losses suffered by Pleintiff because the deiective part installed in
said product was defective when distributed and sold hy Defendant, was
not merchantable and was not reasonably suited to the use intended,
sald defective condition having existed at the time of sale.
Specifically, Plaintiff shows that the defects existing in the
defective part installed in sald product include, but are not limited
to, defects in design and engineering of the defective part installad
in maid wehicle, defects which weres unreasonebly dangerous and pose an
unreasonable risk of serious injury or death to the users of sald
product due to malfunctions of zald product resulting From deFectiwve
design and manufacture of the defective part.

20. Plaintiff further shows that Defendzant failed to utilize
econtomlical and technically avallable safety design altemmatives
insofar as the design of the defective product is concerned.

21. Defendant's defective prodect failed a5 a result of the
negligence of Defendant desecribed in this Count se that Defendank's
nedligence was the proxlmate cause of the incldent and resnlting
damaqes described above in the ETATEMENT OF FACTS section of
Flaintiff's complaint; and, said incident and =zaid damages was
reasonahle parceivahle by Derfendant at all times relative to
Plaintiff's complaint.

COUNT C: RREACH OF EXPRESS AND IMPLIED WAHRANTIES BY
DEFENOANT

2. Plaintiff incorpgrates by referance the allegations contained
in paragraphs 1 through 21 as if sat forth verbatim herain.

23. The defective part installed In =aid product was not
merchantable, nor was it reasonably suited for the use intended, and
a3 soch, Defendant breached the express and implied warranties of
fitness for a particular purpose and of merchantability in that the
defective part in said product ponsed an unreasonable risk of sertious
injury and deazth to its users due to the dafective design of the
defective part which allowed for the malfunction of said product.

24, Defendant's defective produoct Failed as a result of the
negligence of Defendant described in this Count so that Defendant's
negligence was the proximate cause of the ineident and resulting
damages described above in the STATEMENT OF FACTS sectlon of
Pleintiff’s complaint; and, szid incident and said damages was

EADY-BPS-L C-5538




reggpnable perceivable by Defendant at all times= relative o
Plaintiff's compizinr.

Ii. PRAYER FOR PELIEF AND DAMASES

Fps

WEEREFORE, Flaintiff demands Judgmertf ageinst Defendant i The
amount of $19,572,00 {salvage .= undetermined!, plus 12% pre-judgm=nt
interest, one-third attorney fezas in the even:t sf default, costs and
12% post-judgment interest; and that a wrlt of {i=ri facias issue
commanding all Sheriffs within the State oif Georgia and their lawrfu!l
deputies to executsz said wrlt by lawy and seli:vre of Derfsndant's gosdn

ahd lands.

August 7, 2001

our File #301-0443

Rongld W. Farnell Post DEfice Drawer RIGES

Attdrney for Flaintiff Conyars, Georgia 30013

Btate Bar Number 554450 TT0] ¥25-8EEE Rnswer Service
q
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SFCHIDMA Issue Detail 12/16/5%9 16:34:19

==

VIA: 1PTYRIAVOXE Year: 1999 Model: RANGER

Owner Status: ORIGINAL WaD;: 02712799 Mileage: 7

Nane: I tin Ph;

Trmt: Caga: 15279132149 Day Ph:
FIRE/SMOFKE VISIELE FLAME UUNDERHOOD

Symptom:

Rea=nh: LEGAL - FIREEPERSONAL/FROPERTY DAMAGE CLAIM

Tealer: SOUTELARE FDRD

ILgaue Type: 07 LEGAL CAM Court: Legal Iseue Type:
Izaus Statusg: P FENDING AN Award: MCORSTI Contact: N

R/C DATE Origin Description
12/07/95 CALGL RECEIVE VERICLE INSPECTION BACK
12/08/99 CATGL MANAGEMENT APPROVAL DF OFFER
12/08/99 CALGL OFFER
12/15/99 CALGL IWNFORMATION CALL/fPAX WITH DEALER
12/16/59 CALGL MANAGEMENT APFROVAL OF OFFER
12/1&/99 CALGL CUSTOMER ACCEPTS QFFER
FleHmlp Fimpddactkion Fid=ActionDetail F6=DealerInfo

Fi=Prav Fi=Next Fa=viawMORSII Fll=Menou FlzZz=REeturn
WO MODRE RECORDS AVAILABLE LPRELIB




- SFCHIDMA Issue Detall 12716/99 16:31:24

=3

VIN: 1FrYR14VOXHIEE Year: 1999 Model: RANGER

el T e e W -

Hame : Hm Ph:

Trmkt : Cage: 1527313219 Day Fh: -
Symptom: FIRE/SMOKE VISIBLE FLAME UNDERHCOD

E=ascn: LEGAL: - FIRE&PERSCNAL/FROPERTY CAMAGE CLAIM

Dealer: SOUTHLAKE FPORD

Izsaue Type: o7 LEGAL CAN Couxt:: Legal Ipsue Type:

Igsue Bratue: N INVESTIGRT CAM RAward: MORSTII Conkack: N

AfC DATE Origin Description

11/17/59 CACI3E ADVIEE CUSTCMER INFORMATION FORWARDED TO CONSUMER APFAIRS DE
1i/16/99% CALCL INFORMATIONAL CALL/FAX WITH CUSTOMER
12702799 CALGY INFORMATICN CALL/FAX WITH DBALER
1z2/02/%9 CATLT,  INFORMATION CALL/FAX WITH DBEALER
1z2/02/59% CALGL REQUEST POR VEHICLE INSPECTION- DETERMINE LIABILITY
12707799 CALGL ERECEIVE VEHICLE INSPECTION BACK

Fl=Help F2=AddActicn Fa=Act ionDetail FEaDealearinfo

Fi=Prevy FE=Next F9=ViewMORSIL Fll=Menu FlZ=Return
MORE BECORDE AVAILABLE : LFRELI&




SFCHATMBA Ackion Dstall 12/16/99 16:31:52

=

VIN: 1FTYRLAVOXTll  Teax: 1952 Model: RANGER

Owner Status: ORIGINAL WaD: 02/12/99
Name : | Hm Ph:

Trmt ; Case: 1527913279 Day Phs

Symptom Deas: PIRE/SMOKE VISIBLE FPLAME UNDERHOOD
Reason Dasc: LEGAL - FIRELPERSOMAL/PROPERTY DAMAGE CLAIM

Dealer: SOUTHLAKE FORD

Iagues Type: [#hr) LEGAL Issue Status: H INVESTIGAT
Comm Type: FH PHONE Cdometer Reading: 7000 MI
Analyzt: 0273LB LYNN ELACK Document Bumber:

Action Date: 12716799 Action Data: W Action Time: 15:23:15 EST

Origin Desc: COMSUMER AFFAIRE - LITIGATION PREVENTION

Acbtion Desc: MANAGEMENT APPROVAL OF OFFER

Comment s: APFROVAL TO FROVIDE REFUND TD THE CUSTOMER IN LIEU OF THE
REFLACEMENT .

Fl=Help F2=Addhction FidaFrevhotion FomNextAction Fe=ActionbData

F9=FrevComments Fld=NextCommenta Fll=M=rnu FlZ2=Return Fli=ESP
NO BEORE COMMENTE AVAILABLE - LEREL3A
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State Farm Insurance Companies
February 28, 2000

Ford Motor Company

Office of General Council

Parklane Tower West, Suite 400

3 Parklane Boulevard )
Dearborn, MI  4B126 '

CERTIFIED MAIL--RETURN RECEIFT REQUESTED

Re: «Claim WNumber:
Cur Insureds:

Date of Loss: Havembar 13, 1934

Il'ﬂlllﬂlt

Fryetteylba Cleim Service QHice
105 Meiningh Crasaing
Faynttavilla, QA 30214

(TFO) 804800

MAR O & 2000

OFRCE OF THE
GEMERAL COURSEL

Year, Make, and 1999 Ford Pickup Ranger

Model of Broduct:
vehicle Identification 1FTYRL4vOx]
Humber ([(YIN}:

ATTN: Product Claims:

The identified vehicle i= ipnsured by State Farm Mutual
Automecbile Insurance Company. This wehicle sxperienced an

engine fire.

State Farm Mutual Auvtomcblle Insurance Company would like to
give you an gpportunity to inspect the wehicle and give you
advanced neotice of our potential subrogation claim. Please

contact me ac {T70} 460-4941 to set up 2 time for
Inaspection.

Sincerely,

M

Linda M. FEdmond

Claim Representative

State Farm Mubtual Avtomoblle Insurance Company
(770 460-4%41

LE/028/0228001

HOME OFFICE: ELGOMINGTOM, ILLINOLS &1710-D001

yaur

ERDS-005-1 ¢-gops
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

February 27, 2001
Stata Farm Ineuraros Clakm Offica
105 Mcintosh Croasing
Fayttevile, Gacrgi 30214

Mr. Atllzn Robinson Phong: {770) 40G-4500

Ford Motor Company

Parklave Towers West

Suits 300

Three Parkiane Boulevard 01

Dearbvam, Mich.igan 4R 126-2568 1 3

RE: Owur Insuceds:

Date of Loss: November 13, 1999
Vehicle: 1999 Ford Ranger Pickup
Claim NMumber: 11-3401-993

EDear. Mr. Allen:

Thank you for your letter dated May 5, 2000. Pursuant to our conversation, I am
forwarding the requested documeniation for your review.

Deacription of the Ineldent

was traveling on Old Rex Momow Road around 4:30
a.m, en roats bo work when hiz vehicle caught on fire. The fire started m the engine

compariment and spread dircughout the cab arsa. The Clayton County Fire Departmett
was immediately dispatched to the scene. o
-
Due to the extent of the damages, the vehicle was rendered a total loss. k{;/
1
s
Location of the Vebicle

The vehicle is located at SADISCO of Adanta {South), 1930 Rex Road, Lake City, GA
30260, (404) 366-2298. The Lot Number iz 3712 and the Confirmation Number is
1003266, ’ .

HOME GFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 65710-0001




The Alleped Defect

The extent of the fire damage coupled with the fragile wire condition prevented us from
determining the exact cavse of the fire. However, it is withoot question that the cause
was mherent to Fogd's design/manufacture of the vehicle. The vehicle was new when
purchared it and after driving it for approximately 7,082 miles the fire

on ly.” Between the date of purchase and time when the firs started, no
ahe or any ¢ther business - ather than the Ford dealership -worked on or gave
maintenance care fo the vehicle. The driver's side of the engine was wdentificd as the
otipin of the fire becanse of the extensive amount of aluminurt melting.

Amount of Claim

Amoupt Paid by Company 518,311.50
Omi of Pocket Expense by the Insureds: $ S00.00
Total $18, 811.50
RemaHs:

According to | < deciership (Alian Vigit Ford, 6667 Tara Bivd, Jonesboro,
GA, 30237, (770) 472-3471) affered to replace the vehicle. The offer was declined since
it was §3,000.00 less than the market value of the vekicle.

Enclure
(1) Copy of the Fire Report
{2) Original photographs of the vehicle’s fire damage

(3} Expert Report
{4) Total loss document

Piesise Contact me upon completion of your investigation.

~alis

Senior Claim Representative
(T70) 460-4941

ERSS-085-1.C-TOAR




RECEIVED

JUN 2 8 2000
Conaulting Service
,_ p ’_ FAYETTEVILLE
1184 Wind Hif Lana
Marietta, Ga. 30064
Tofephone / Fax (770} 4268-6173
or Toll Free (877) 328-3385
www.vehiclelnvestigator.com
June 27, 2000
Linda Edmond
State Farm lnsurance Company
106 Macintosh Crossing
Faystievilla, GA 30214
Re: Fire LOsS
Transportation Technology No. : 20103

Claim No#
insured:

Dear Linda:

Enclosed are our raport and invoice for subject investigation. Please contact me if
you have any queations or nead further asslstance.

Thank yau again for the opportunity to assist you.

Sincarely,

Wz‘. Bl

Michael E. Bresnock

ERDS-Qps-LC-7001




RECEIVED
JUN 2 8 200p
Coneulting Service FAYETTEVI LLE

Iranspartation Iechmology

1.0 ASSIGNMENT

1124 Wind Hill Lane

Marietta, Ga. 30064
Telephane / Fax (770} 426-6173

or Toli Free (877) 328-3385
www.vehicie/nvestigafor.com

1.1 Cliant: State Farm Insurance Company
Linda Edmond
1.2 Subjact: 1999 Ford Ranger
sert ETvRIevoxP 7 !
Mllﬂgé 27,082
1.3 Location: Sadisco Salvaga Dispoaal
Rex Rd.
Forest Park, GA
1.4 Purpoase: Determine the cause and origin of the fira.
1.5 Date of ingpection: June 14, 2000
2.0 Participating Personnael

2.4 Investigator:;

Michas! E. Bresnock- Consultant

Tranaportation Technology




Consulting SBervice

o Iransportation 1o

1184 Wind Hilf Lane

Marletfa, Ga, 3064
Talephone 7 Fax (77Q) 426-6173
or Toll Frea {B77) 328-3385

www.valiicleinvestigator.com

CGASE 20103

TABLE OF CONTENTS

1.0 ASSIGNMENT
1.1 Client
1.2 Subject
. 1.3 Location
14 Purpose
1.5 Date of Inspection
2.0 PARTICIPATING PERSONNEL
3.0 EXAMINATION OF YEHICLE

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

5.0 PHOTOGRAPHS




Congulting Servica

Iranspariation Iech

1184 Wind Hill Lape

Marielta, Ga. 30084
Telephane / Fax {TTG} 426-6173

or Toll Frea (377) 328-3385
wivw.vohfcleinvastigator. com

3.0 EXAMINATION OF YVEHICLE
3.1 Pursuant to a reguast from Stata Farm Insurance Company wa conducted an
origln and cause investigation on the above mentioned vehicle while it was
sHuated on parking stall #3713 at Sadisco Seivage Disposal in Forest Park, GA
{Photo #1). The Information that wa obtained from State Farm Insurance
Company indicated that the vehicla was in operation when the fire was
discovered. Proceedingin a clockwise direction from thefrontof the vehicle tha
exterior surfaces were photographed to document the axtent of the extarior
- surface fire damage {Fhoto #2, #3, #4, #5). A visual inapection of the interiar
showaed that the front fabric seats and reof coverings (headliner) were mostly
consumed {Photo #6, #7). The burn patterns on the roof panel showed the depth

of fire pehatration (Phota #8).

3.2 Both of the vehicle's front tires were daflated. The driver's side front tire
sustainad the mosat extansive fira damage {Photo #9, #10). The fire penetrated
t!la interior compartment through an opening in the firewall, which was

previously occupied by the heater and airconditioning components {(Photo #11).




RECEIVED
JUN 2 8 2060

FAYETTEVILLE

Consulting Servica

Iransportation /s

1184 Wind Hlli Lana

Marietta, Ga. 30064
Telophone / Fax (776) 426-6173

or Toll Freo (B77) 328-1385
www.vahiclainvestigator.com

The fire alzo penetrated the interior through the opening In the windshleld
(Photo #12). The engine compartment sustained extensive fire damags. Many
of the aluminum components disintegrated or melted from fire exposure {Photo
#13, #14, #15). In addition to the top glde component melting, many of the
gfuminum compenents on the driver's side of the engine exhibited melting.
Inciuded were: the intake manifold, powsr stesring pump, and brake master

cylinder {Photo #18).

3.3 We were unabla to perform engine compartmaent wire tracing because the
copper wires wers extremsly brittle and fractured upon contact (Photo #17, #18).
The fire fuel foad in the engine compartment included powar steering fluid,
gasoline, and brake fluid along with the plastic and fikerglass components

{Photo #19, #20).

4.0 COMCLUSIONS
4.1 The fire criginated in the engine compartment and spread to the Interior of

the vehicla. The driver's slde of the angine was identified as tha origle: area




RECEIVED

JUN 2 & 2000

. Consulting Sarvica
AYETTEVILLE

Iransporiation 7s

1184 Wind Hilf Lane
Marietts, Ga, 30064
Telephana / Fax (770) 426-6173
or Toll Frea (877) 328-3385
wwiw_yahicleimvestigator.cort

because of the extensive amount of aluminum melting. The fuel icad on the

drivar’ side of this engine ia normally high because of the power staearing,
gasolina, brake fluid resarvoira. The wiras could not be tracad bacause they
were brittle from the effacts of fire axposure. Upon contact, the wires splintered
into amall piaces. This prevented tha electrical aystem from being eliminated as

a poasible cause. The extent of the fire damage caupled with tha fragile wire

. condition praventad us from determining the exact fire cause.




Consulting Service

o Jransportation I

1184 Wind Hilf Lana ' o
Marietta, Ga. 30084
Telephone / Fax {770} 426-6173
or Toll Frea (877) 328-3385
www.vehiclelnvestigator.com

Ll S-S

Photograph: #1 Tranaportation Technology : 20703
Date Taken:June 14, 2000
Description of Subject 1999 Ford Ranger

ERE3-805-LC-70a7




Consulting Sarvice

o Transportation Tecinology

1184 Wind Hili Lane
Mariatta, Ga. 30064
Telephons / Fax (770) 428-6173
ar Tol Free (877) 328-3385
www.vehicieimvestigator.com
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Photograph: #2 Tranaportation Technology : 20103
Dafe Taken: June 14, 2000
Description of Sublect 1998 Ford Ranger
Nota: t vehi
EAR3-809-1 C- 7008




Consulting Service

1184 Wind Hilt Lane

Marlelta, Ga. 30064
Telephone / Fax (770) 426-6173
or Tolf Frea (877} 328-3385
wrw.vahicieinvesigator.com

Photograph: #3 Transportation Technology : 20103
Date Taken: June 14. 2000
Descripion of Subject: 1999 Foryg Ranger

low nger's

ERBS-B%-LC-Tope




ConsuHling Service

S Jramsporiation

1784 Wind Hill Lane

Marietta, Ga. 30084
Telaphone / Fax (770} 426-6173

or Toll Free {877) 328-3305
www. vahicleimvestigator.com

Photograph: #4 Transportation Technology : 20103
Date Taken: Juns 14, 2000
Descyription of Subject: 1999 Ford Ranger

EReS-225-LC-TRiR




Consulting Sarvice =

® Iransportation lechmokgy

Marletta, Ga. 30064

Telephane / Fax (770) 426-6173
or Taoll Fres (877) 328-3385
www.vahiclainvestigaiar.com

Photfograph: #8
Date Taken: June 14, 2000
Description of Subject: 1999 Ford Ranger

Transportation Technology : 20103

Mota: YViow of driver's side.

EROS-2A8-LC~7811
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Consulting Service

1134 Wind Hill Lane

Marigita, Ga. 30064
Telophone / Fax (770) 426-8173
or Tall Free (877) 328-3385 — 2 s

www.vehicfelmvestigafor.com Toor e

Photograph: 6
Date Taken;_ June 14, 2000

Transportation Technology : 20103

Description of Subject Interior {from passenger's alde window opening}
Note: Extont of intgrior flre damage.

EAGS-£88-1C-T012




Conaiiting Sarvice

1184 Wind Hili Lane
Marietta, Ga. 30064
Tolaphons / Fax (770) 426-6173

or Tolf Free (877) 328-3385
wiww.vehicle/nvestigator.conr

Photograph: #¥7 Transperiation Technology : 20103
Date Taken:_June 14, 2000

Description of Subject: Intertor (roof headilner)

Note: Extent of fire damage.

CRNG-285-LC-TH13



Consulting Service

Iransportation 7ec:

1184 Wind Hiiil Lane
Marietta, Ga. 36084
Telephone / Fex (T70) 426-6173

or Tolf Freg (877} 328-3385

Photograph: #8 Tranaportation Yechnology : 20103
Date Taken:.Juns 14, 2000
Dezcripfion of Subject: Roof {sxterlor}

EAS-005-1LC~Ta14




Conszulting Service M=o

S Transportation

1184 Wind Hill Lane
Marietta, Ga. 30084

Telfephone / Fax (770) 426-8173
or Toll Frep [877) 328-3385
www.vehicleinvestigaior.com

Photograph: #9 Transportation Technology : 20103
Date Taken:June 14, 2000

Description of Subject: Pasgengar’s Side Front Tire




® Iransport

Consuliing Service RSty —H

allon

1184 Wind Hill Lane
Marlefta, Ga. 30064

Telsphone / Fax (770} 426-6173
or Toll Free (877) 328-3385

Photograph: #10

Transportation Technology : 20103

Date Taken: Juno 14, 2000
Dagcription of Subject Driver's Slde Front Tire

EAGS-p05-LC-7018




Consulting Sarvice

!—_'—_-

® Transportation Ii

1784 Wind Hill Lane

Marietta, Ga. 30064 '
Tefephane / Fax (770) 426-6173

or Toll Free (877} 328-3385
www.vehicielnvestigator.com

LY

Photograph: #11 Transporiation Technology : 20103

Date Taksn: Junse 14, 2000
Dascription of Subject;: Firewall

EROS-283-LC-TO17




Consulting Service

Transportation Tecinology ..

1184 Wind Hill Lene
Marietia, Ga. 30064
Telaphane / Fax (770) 426-6173
or Tafl Free (877} 328-3385
Wi, veicleinvestigator.com

[ ]
|.fl
m

Photograph: #12 Transportation Technology : 20103

Date Taken:June 14, 2000
Deacription of Subject: YWindshlald

ERQU-203-LC-T218




Consulting Service

®  Iransportation Ia

Telophone / Fax (770) 426-6173 ' -
or Toll Free (877) 328-3385
www. vehiclehvastigator.com [N

Photograph: #£13 Transportation Technology : 20103
Data Taken:_ June 14, 2000
Description of Subject: Engins Comparimant

EnpS-308-1.C-7818




Consulling Service

S  Iransportation

1184 Wind Hlll L.ane CEIvEr
Marietta, GGa. 30064
Telophone / Fax (770) 426-6173 _
or Tol Free (877) 328-3385
www.valiicfeinvestigator.conr FAYE?TEEEL,: .

Photograph: #14 Transportation Technology : 6103

Date Taken:.Jung 14, 2000
Description of Subject: Engine

Note: tad remal rottda.




Consulting Service

1184 Wind Hilf Lane
Mariatts, Ga. 30064
Telephora / Fax {770) 4268173
or Tod Free (877) 328-3385
www.valiicieimresiigator.com .

Photograph: #15 Transporiation Technology : 20163
Date Taken: June 14, 2000
Description of Subject: Engine {fronf)




Cansuliing Service

S Jransportation

1184 Wind Hill Lane
Marietta, Ga, 30064
Talgphone / Fax (770) 4266173
or Toll Free (877) 328-3385
www.veliicielnvastigator.com TatE L T

Photograph: #18 Transportation Technology : 20703
Dats Taken: June 14, 2000
Deseription of Bubject: Engine (driver's side}
cylinder.
EAdS-285-LC-7022




Coneulting Service

1184 Wind Hilf Lane

Marietia, Ga. 30064
Telephone / Fax (770) 426-6173

or Toff Free (877} 328-3380
www.veliicleinvesiigator.com FRTE" =i

Photograph: #17 Transportation Technology - 20103
Date Taken: June 14, 2000
Description of Subject Engine Compartment Wiring

var wire




Consulting Service

S Jransportation

1184 Wind Hill Lans

Marietta, Ga. 30064
Telaphone / Fax (770) 426-6173 ST .- o
or Toll Frea (877} 328-3385 - P—-
www. veliicle/mvesHgator. com

Photograph: #18 Transportation Technology : 20103
Date Taken:.June 14, 2000
Dascription of Subject: Engine Compartment Wiring




Conouiting Service

® Jransportation IMJMM

1134 Wind Hill Lane

Mariatta, Ga. 30064
Tolephone / Fax (770) 426-6173
or Tolf Fres (877} 328-3385 TETa - 5

Photograph: #18 Transportation Technoclogy : 207103
Date Takan: Juns 14, 2000

Deacription of Subject: Engine Cogmpartment

Note. Fua| dellvery hogs remapins.

ERAS-DDE~L C-702%




Consulting Sarvice

Iransportation Ia

Marietta, Ga. 30064
Telaphone / Fax (770) 426-6173
or Toll Free {877) 326-3385
wivw.vehiclelnvestigetor.com

Transportation Technology @ 20103

Photograph: #20

Date Taken: Juns 14, 2000

Description of Subject: Engine (drivesr's side}
Note: i

I




- “TOH COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMRNP"
v g 7810 HICHWAY 85

RIVERDALE, GEORGIA 230274 @@W

FDID #03101 IRCIDENT EEPORT 9% /f1732% PAGE 1
MO/DA/YR DAY OF WEEK INDEX DISP. ARR. COMP. TEMPERATURE
11/13/99 SATURDAY a1 04:26 04:31 05:04 04 40-49% DEGREES ¥
METHOD OF ALARM REPORTED BY TELEPHONE
01 PHOME UNENOWN { )
LANDLOT DISTRICT 0. INSPECTION DISTRICT

172 12 02A ENGINE TWO
JURLSDICTYON gHYFT MUTTAL AID
02 CLAYTON COUNTY B GIVEN RECEIVED N/A X

RESP FROM X ALSTGNED STATION OR

INCIDERT LOCATION 2424 OLD REX MORROW RD.
BOTEDIRG SUITH
ZIP CODE 102&0

L R RN L N RN R R N N R R R RN R BN N R N N L R R R N NN BN BN W M BN T N NN T BN BN EE ST BN e e e e ey e e e g

BOILDING e
CITY ELLENRQOD BTATE SA ZIF CODE
TYPR SITUATION POUND 12 VEBICLE FIRE TYPE ACTION TAKEN 3 EXTINCUISEMENT

INCIDENT COMMANDER FHEILLIPS, JEFFREY DANIEL

INET OFFICER UNIT OFFICER

AT IN AT IN
SCENE (HARCE BCENE
E2 PEILLIFPS, JEFFREY DAMIEL

UNITS CANCELLET}
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‘ . 7810 EIGHWAY 85 _ @@LE_.)
RIVERDALE, GRORGTA 30274 °

FOID #03101 INCIDENT REPORT 9% /17325 EPAGE 2
MORTLE PROPERTY TYPE YEAR MAKE
1 PASSENGER ROAD TRANSPORT YEHICLE. 1855 FORD
MODEL TAGE VINE
RANGER _ 1FTYRLI4VD,
FLIED FPROFEHTY USE OCONSTRUOCTION TYPE N). OF ETORIES
STRIOCTURE S5TATUS )., OF OCCOPANTS AT TIME OF INCIDENT
RO. INCIDENT EELATED INJURIRS FIRE SERYICE COTHERS
RO, INCTIDERT RELATED FATALITIES FIRE SERVICR OTHERS

0 S e e e e e i e

METHOD OF EXTINGUISHMENT
05 PRECONNECT FROM TANK

EXTINGUIEHMENT SYETEM PERFORMANCE N0, OF EXTING. HEARDE OPERATED

EXTERT OF FLAME DAMAGE EXTENT (OF SMGEE DAMAGE
7 EXTENDED BEYOND/STRU 1 QBJECT OF QRIGIN

EXTENT OF EXTING. AGENT DAMAGE
1 OBJECT OF ORIGIN

BRIISH FIRE: no. OF aCRES OFEN LAND PORESTED LAND
DETECTOR PERFORMAMCE DETECTOR TYPR DETECTOR POWER EUFPLY
ARER OF ORIGIN EJUIPHENT INVULVED IN IGHNITICH

B3 ENGINE, RUNNING GEAR 90 OTHER OBJ.EXP. INSUF

IGNITION FACTOR FORM OF HERT TIGHITLOM

30 OTHER IGN.FACTOR I/I 10 HEAT FfFUEL EQP INSF

TYPE OF MATERIAL IGNITED FORM OF MATERIAL IGNITED

14 GAS INSUFFICIENT INF 10 STRUCT.COMPG/FIN L/I

LEVEL OF FIRER ORTQIN
01 GRADE LEVEL TFQ 5!



EIE’TEHEUMIFIRBDEPAR

I 7810 HIGEMAY 85
“RIVERDALE, GEORGTA 30274 7
FDTD #03101 INCIDENT REPORT 99 /17325 ©©

e E W EE R W R M M N TE W MR MR A R b R o B S T M N R R MM A BN o o N o M R —E A o B B i M o — — — o — = — — o —

E-2 ARRI‘.’ED DN SCENE WITH PICKUF TRUCK FIRE IN THE ENGINE AND PASSHENGER

COMPARTMENT, ALSC A SMALL WOODS FIRE, E-2 USE A I 3/4
TRASH LINE TO EXTINGHUISH THE FIRE. OWHMER ADVISED THAT THE TRUCK QUIT

RUNNING AND WHEN HE GOT OUT THE TRUCK WAS ON FIRE.

MEMBER MAETHG REPORT PHILLIPS, JEFFREY DANIEL II# 5631
OFFICER TH CHARGCE PHILLIPS, JEFFREY DANIEL ID# 5631

ERe)-B08=LC-TE2S







FIRE INVESTIGATION OF A 1998 FORD RANGER PICKUP TRUCK
CLAIM NO.
FOR
MR CHRIS TORKELSON,
SENIOR CLAIMS REPRESENTATIVE
FARMERS INSURANCE GROUP OF COMPANIES.
BY
WILLIAM C. GEARY, P.E
SPECIAL INSURANCE INVESTIGATOR
CREBATIVE TECHNOLOGIES
i JULY 21, 1999




FIRE INVESTIGATION OF A 1998 FORD RANGER PICKUP TRUCK, CLAIM NQ.38-137188

. | ivrroDUCTION

Case Identification
MemeofInsured .. ... ... ... .oiiirinrrnninennn- _
Policy Number ...................ccciiiiiinn., [
Claim NUmber . .. . oo e ]
PateofLoss ... . ... ... nfa
Vehicle Description . ... ... .. .. ............... 1998 Ford Ranger Pickup Truck
Vehicle License Number (LPN) _ . ...... ... ... TIZ 984 FOK]
Yehicle IdentiGeation Number (VINY .. ... ... ....... IFTYR1
Location of Vehicle .. ... ... ... e Sepulpa Auto Pool
PoolNumber . ...........ccciiiei i it iinees 7441
CREATIVE TECHNCLOGIES NUMBER. .......... 37901

Background

Wednesday, July 14, 1999

A call was received from Mr. Chris Torkelson, Semior Claims Representative of the Farmers
Insurance Group of Companics (Fanners) regarding a fire which destroyed the vehicle of his

. insured. The insyred’s name was Mr. Campbell (Insured), and the vehicle was 3 1998 Ford Ranger
Pickup Truck (Truck). According to Farmers, the truck caught on five in the motor eren while being
driven down the road The truck was being held at the Sapulpa Auto Pocl (Poot). This investigator
was asked 1o look into the fire.

Chhjectives

The objective was to determine, as hest as possible, the cause and origin of the fire.

37901c] wpd Page 1 of 5
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FIRE INVESTIGATION OF A 1998 FORD RANGER PICKUP TRUCK, CLAIM NO. I

. TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
The following information was reviewed in preparation of the report:

(X) Research into Truck Model History
{X) Physical Examination of Truck andfor Components
{X) Dther Information/Reports

() Truck Shop Manual’

Weadnesday, July 14, 1999

On the same day that the fire was called in, research was conducted into the vehicle’s ye=ar, make
and model. The databases of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) for
recails, defect investigations, technical service buileting, and consumer complaints were accessed.
Inaddition, the recails were checked against the Consumer Reports databases. The resules are shown
I in Figures 1 through 9,

Friday, July 16, 1999

A visit was made to the Poot to examine the destroyed truck. Upon arrival, the following i dentifying
observations were made: H

. * The vehicle was a biack truck, bearing a Ford emblem: on the tailgate
= The truck was, indeed, burned.
» The Pool number, 70441, was writier on the front cross member and the left (driver) front
fender.
» The last six digits of the VN, IEMvere writt=n on the left fromt fender. I
¢+ The LPN displayed the number TIZ 984 [OK]

After the identification was finished, overatl photographs were taken, as shown in Figures 10
through 14, The following ohservations were made:

Both front tires were deflated and badly buwrned. I
Both rear tires were inflated and more or less unaffected by the fire.
100% of the left front fender was bvrned

23 10 95% of the left door was burned, with emphasis toward the top and front.
The hood was missing.

- & B B #

! Chilton's Ford Ranger/Explorer/Mountaineer 1991-99 Repair Mo,
vol 26688, ed. Kevin M.G. Maher {West Chester: W. G. Nichols, Inc., 1999}

37901r).wpd ' Page 2 of 5
. = B e e




FIRE INVESTIGATION OF 4 1998 FoRD RANGER PIckuP TRUCK, cLam Noj|

The roof was 100% bumed and was buckled.
90 to 99% of the right door was buned, with emaphasis toward the top and frant.
10 to 20% of the right rear fender was burned, toward the from and top.
1} 1o 20% of the left rear fender was burned, toward the front and top.
30-5(% of the truck bed was bumed toward the front
The fuel filler was in place and unaffected by the fire.
- The spare tire int the truck bed was bumed on the top side.
There was fire debris in the bed; namely, the hood, heater zore, and much mealted soft metal.
There was no bed liner.

After the overall examination was made, the passenger compartment was checked. Photographs
were taken, as shown in Figures 15 through 17. The following observations were made:

Although burned, significant portions of the dashboard were more or less undisturbed.
The steering coluran was still in place.

There was & sigaificant smount of melted glass inside.

There was litle or no glass inside the doors.

No melted wining was cbserved.

After the pessenger compartmeni was gone over, the engine compariment was exantined.
Photographs were taken, as shown in Figures 18 through 33. The following observations were made:

Considerable amounts of soft material had meled

The: brake fluid reservoir, located on the Ieft side, was metoed

The master cylinder, located on the left side, was meltad

The serpentine belt had disintegrated

All interconnecting hoses on the top of the engine had disintegrated

The mtake manifold, low in the engine compariment, was melted, as shown typically in Figurs
28

The female portion of the high pressure fuel supply’s push connect fitting was missing &s shown
typically in Figure 21

The barbed connection at the side of the fael pressure regulatr was missing, as shown typically
in Figure 32

37901l wpd Page 3 of 5




. ]  FIREINVESTIGATION OF A 1998 FORD RANGER PICKUP TRUCK, CLAIM No. I

DISCUSSION

Before procesding with the inspection, the identity of the subject truck was conftrmed with the
information found at the Pool.

No correlation was established between the published defect data and the hindings at the Pool.
Figure I revealed s recail for 1998 Ranger 4.0 Liter (L) engines where a fuel line, nouted too closely
to the exhawst menifold could resolt ina fire. The insured’s truck was equipped with 2 2.3L shgine,
not 2 4; therefore the recall does not apply. The other recalls were onrclated to the cunvent case. No
dafect investigations were found, as shown in Figure 7. Forty three {(43) technical service bulleting
were discovered, but none appeared to relate to the current case. One hundred and thirty twa {132}
gonsumer complaints were uncovered, and those involving fires were extracted and listed in Figure
8. Nonc of the three complaints listed appeared to relate to the curmeat case. Figurs 9 confirmed the
presence of a fuel hase problem on the targer engines, but the current truck was equipped with &
smaller engine.

Externn! patierns showed the general area of origin. The burn patterns on the track indicated that
the onigin of the fire was somewhere in either the engine compartment or the passenger
compartment. Exactly where would be determined with an inspection the remaining parts of the
truck. In examinmg the passenger compartment. Thet zone was ruled out The condition of the
dashboard, along with the condition of the wiring, appeared to eliminate the passenger compartment

. a5 the origin of the fire. Focusing on the engine compartment, the precise focation of the origin was
found. The amount of soft metal melted on the left (driver) side at the rear of the engine
compartment places the fire’s origin at that location.

Looking closer a1 that area, it was found that the fuel rail connections were gone. The fuel injection
system for the 1998 Ranger 2.3 liter engine is equipped with a push connect fitting on the high
pressure fuel supply, and a barbed comnection at the side of the fuel regulator attaching it to 5 hose.
The ahsence of the hwse on the barbed connection can be explained by an assumed deterioration of
the hose during the fire, permitting it to disintsgrate and fall off. The missing push connector,
however, is a different matier. It is highty unlikely that the commector came of during the fire. It is
much more likely that the push connector releazed peior to the fire, permitting high pressere fuel o
leak onte the engine. That would also account for the imtense burning observed in the same location
of the engine campartment, as shown typicely in Figure 27

The amotmt of damage done to the ¢ngine compartment can be seen by comparing Figure 31 and
34%, Figure 34, showing z 4.0L engine installation, is otherwise typical in the engine compartment
layout Nearly all of the organic materials in the engine compartment were destroyed in the fire.

2 Chilton's Ford Ranger/Explorer:Moumiaineer 193199 Repair Manual,
vol 26688, ed. Kevin M.G. Maher (West Chester: W. G. Nichols, Inc., 1999), pg 1-12

37901rl .wpd Poged of 5




FIRE INVESTIGATION OF A 1998 FORD RANGER PICKUP TRUCK, CLAIM Hﬂ.-
SUMBMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ‘

A call was received from Farmers regarding a fire which destreyed their insnred's truck. Research
was conducted into the year, make and model. A physical examination ufﬂledesunyadtnmkwas
made, and evailable literaturs on the truck was reviewed. The following was concluded:

* The origin of the fire was in the left rear of the engine compartment, adjacent to the fuel rail._
» The canse of the fire was fuel leaking from ihe fuel injection system high pressure supply line.
Bit the push connection [nnssmg}__.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e ———— -




Figure 10




Figure 15
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1720 20wt Brmdwsy, Mooy, DR
Maling Addecaa: P BOX TRER
Moowr, Oklaboam 731531028
Msin Numsber (405) 793-2586
Toll Fres {§77) 777253

Fax {MI5) 9120173

Lins Gl (4083 793-2620

Shalls Winndward (405) 793-2684
Laowrin Puskeay (77) TTT-25840
Sheka Vatgha 377} 7772505

sw . faneon DR com

Aungust 19, 1999

Ford Motor Company
Parklarne Towears West

3 Parklane Bivd., Suite 400
Dearbom, Ml 48128-2588

RE: Qur insured: _
Ty Claim Nao:

Date of Loss: a7-1189
VIN: '.ll-'I'YFHQEEWm
Total Claim: $10,744.33-va es-support attached

Daar Claims Dapt:

Tha above listed wvahicle 1998 Ford Pickup burned dua to fusl lsaking from the fuel injectian
system high pressura supply line at tha push connection. We inspectad and raimburzed our
insured for this loss.

Wea usad Williamm Geary, P.E. with Creative Technologias to conduct a Cause & QOrigin Rre
immatigation. | have attachad a complete copy of thair findings and suppart of all our damages.

Your prompt reply wilt be appreciated.

Sinceraly,
FARMERS INSURANCE CONMPANY, INC.

Alctuts

Lorrig Bucknar
Claims Analyst
Subrogation Claims

Entlogura

EROS-205-L0-7045



IN THE- STATE CQURT OF COBB COUNTY, GECRGIA, CIVIL ACTICN &

. PLAINTIFF:
. {0ur File

v | 2001A-5102%

DEFENDANT : Ford Motor Company

COMPLAINT FOR TORT OF WEGLIGEWCE (FRODUCT LIABILITY)
STATEMENT OF FACTS

N (1 inaftex
referred to as "rlaintl iles this Complaint for damages against

befendant Ford Motor Company, and respectfully shows the Court as
follows:;

l. Defendant Ford Moteor Company (hersinatfter referred to as
*pefendant™] is a foreign profit business corporatlon registered to do
business in the State of Georgla. Said Defendant may be served with
process through its registered agent in the 3tate of Georgia to-wit:

Corporation Process Company, 180 Cherokee Street, NE, Cobb County,
Georgias 300&0.

2. Defendant dasigned, tested, manufactured, assenbled,
inspectad, marketed, distribmtesd and warranted a 1999 Ford Ranger

Fickup, ¥.I.HN.: lF'I'YRl*l‘F.FDKE-hEIEinaftEI *sazid product®) prior to
Movember 13, 1999.

a. M{hereinaﬁer Blaintiff's Insured)
purchase gtream of interstate commerce prior ko

November 13, 1999,

4., Thereafter, Plalntiff’s Insured used said product for its
intended purpose wlithout abuse and without medification.

5. 0n aor about November 13, 1999, while Plalntiff’s InfitedSas_ -

driving said product, it quit running and when Plaintiff"sa t}:re% =&
exited said product it was on fire. = =
. ) L) .=

6. As g result of the casualty described in the previd& - =z
paragraph, property owned by Plaintiff was damaged in the moan t > 5-';3_
%12,572_00 (salwvage is undetermined) . E ro A<
7. Subsequent investigatlion revealed that Defendant b =

o
negligently designed; negligently tested; negligently manufaotured,

negligently assembled; negligently inspected; negllgently marketed;
negligently distributed said product in a defective condition at the
time of first distribution and sale for use.

8. Subsequent investigation revealed that Defendant's negligence
dascribed in the previecus paragraph was the proximate cause of the
casualty describhed ahove and of tha damages described abova.

9. A5 & re‘:ﬂﬂefendant ls liable as tort feasor imn the amount

@ :

. ERGS-20s-LC-TO48



of 51%,572.00 {salvage is undetermined} for damages cauased by, the
defactive part.

10. Plaintiff is subrogated to all rights and interest in the
claim against Defendant a5 & result of making payments fo Flaintiff's
Insured under a policy of insurance.

11. Plaintiff has served Defendant a copy of: {(al Plaintiff's
First For Admissions To Defendant; (b] Plaintiff's First
Interrogataries to Dafendant; and, () Plaintiff's First Request For
Production of Documents To Defendant with the summons and complaint
pursuant te 0.C.G.A. 9-11-4{a)-(g).

12. Plaintiff has served Defendant z copy of: {al! MNotice aof
Plaiptiff's Desire To Settle This Litigation: {b] Neotice of
Plaintiff's Intention To Seek Attorney's Fees In The Event of A
Defavlt By Defeandant; {c) Notice of Plaintiff's Intention To Seek
Interest; {d} Notice of Service of Discovery Materials: and, le!)
Hotlce of Conditlonal Stipulation For Extensicn of Time For Defendant
with summons and complaint pursuant to O.C.G.A. 9-11-4{a)-ig).

COUNT A: TORT OF HEGLIGENT DESIGNING; NEGLIGENT TEETING;

NEGLIGENT MARUFALTURING; NEGLIGENT ASSEMBLY ; NEGLIGENT INSPECTION;
NEGLIGENT MARKETING; AND, NLGLIGENT DISTRIBUTION

13. Plaintiff herein incorporates by reference the allegaticns
contained in paragraphs 1 through 12 as if set forth herain.

14, Plaintiff shows that said defective part in said product,
which was designed, manufactured, distributed and scld by Defendant
was in a defective conditicon at the time of the first distribution and
sale for use. Plzintiff shows that the defective condition existlng
in this wehicle incinded, but was not limited tor

a. A defective design of the defectiwve part installed in said
product.

k. The failure tc warn and to contlnue to warm users, purchasers
and registered owners of such products, by letter, recall notice, or
other reasonable means, of the dangerous characteristics and
properties of the defective part Defendant had & duty to exercise
reagsonabie care to design, test, manufacture, assemble, inspect,
market, and distribute gafe products, so as to not subject purchasers
Or usera or innocent third parties o an unreascnable risk of harm.

15. Defendant breached its duty Lo exercise reasonable care with
respect to sald product and defective part.

16. Defendant was negllgent and acted in a willful and wanton
manher in designing, testing, ahd/or manufacturing, iaspecting,
marketing, distributing and selling the installed defective part in
such 2 manner and in such condition as to make said product inherently
dangerous and defective.

17. Defendant‘s defective product failed as a result of the
negligence of Defendant described in this Count so that Defendant's=s

2
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negligence was the proximate cause of the incident and resuliing
damages described abave in the STATEMENT OF FACTS section of
Plaintiff's complaint: and, said incident and asald damages was
reasonable perceivable by Defendant at all times relative to
Flalnhtiff's complaint. .

COUNT B: STRICT LIABILITY OF DEFENDANT

1B. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contalned
in paragraphs 1 through 17 as if fully set forth herein.

19, Defendant iz strictly liable in tort to Plaintiff for the
losses suffered by Plaintiff because the defective part Installed in
said product was defective when distributed and scold by Defendant., was
not merchantable and was not reascnably sulted to the vse intended,
said defective condition having existed at the time of sa2le.
Specifically, Plaintiff shows that the defects existing in the
defective part installed in said product inciude, buf are oot limited
to, defects in design and engineering of the defective part installed
in said wvehicle, defects which were unreasorably dangerous and pose an
unreasonable risk of seriocus injury or death to the users of said
product due to malfunciions of sald product resulting frem defective
design and manufacture of the defective part.

20. Plaintlff Further shows that Defandant failed fto utilize
economical and technically available safety design zlternatives
insofar as the design of the defective product 1s concerned.

21. Defendant‘s defective product failed as a result of the
negligence of Defendant described in this Count sc that Defendant's
neqgligence was the proximate cause of the incident and resulting
damages described above in the STATEMENT OF FACTS =ection of
Plaintiff's complaint; and, szid lncldent and sald damages was
reasonahle perceivable by Defendant at 211 times relatlive to
Plaintiff's complaint.

COUNT ¢: BREACH OF EXPRESS AND TMPLIED WARRANTIES BY
. DEFENDANT

22. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained
in paragraphs 1 through 21 as if set forth verbatim kerein.

23. The defective part installed in said product was not
merchantable, nor waz 1t reasonably sulted for the use intended, and
as.s8uch, Defendant breached the express and implied warranties of
fitness for a particular purpose and of merchantability in that the
defective part in said product posed an unreasonable risk of serious
injury and death to its users due to the defective design of the
defective part which allowed for the malfunetion of said product.

24, Defendant ‘s defective product failed azs a2 result of the
negligence of Defendant described in this Count so that Defendant's
negligence was the proximate cause of the incident and resulting
damages described abowve in the STATEMENT OF FACTS section of
Plaintiff's complaint; and, said incident and said damages was
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reasonable perceivahle by Defendant at all times relative to
Plaintiff's complaint.

II. PRAYER FOR RELIEF AND DAMAGES

WHEREFORE, FPlaintiff demands judgment against Defendant in the
amount of $1%,572.00 (salvage 1s undetermined), plus 12% pre-judgment
interest, one-third attorney fees in the event of default, coskts and
12% post-iudgment intereskt; and that a writ of fieri facias issue
commanding all Sheriffs within the State of Georgia and their lawful
deputies Lo exXecute said writ by lewy and seizure of Defendant's goods
and lands.

August 7, 2001

dur File #301-0443

Fost Office Drawer B1085
Rttcrney for Plaintiff Convers, Georgia 30013
State Bar Number 564450 {770} 929-8585 Answar Service
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