B4 Kawasaki
Kawasaki Motors Corp., LLS.A_ RECEIVED
November 10, 2000
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DEFEETS INVESTIGATIAN
Mr. Kannath N. Walnstaln
Associate Administratar for Safety Assurance
National Highway Traffic Sefaty Adminisiration
400 Seventh St., SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Defect Report Pursuant to 49 CFR Part 573 - 00#"34"5_ &2
Daar #4r. Walnstain: -

Kawasaki Motars Corp., U.S.A. (KMC) has determined thel a defect which relates to motor vehicle
safety axisty in cartmin 2000 model year Kewasaki motorcyches Imported to the U.S. by KMC. The
follow|ng Information, conatiiuting a Defect Raport, provides tha Infarmation immediately avaliabla.
Additlonal informetion needed ko fully comply with the reparting requirermnants of 48 CFR Part
573.5 { c ) wil be submittad in w subsequent repart.

1) The manufacturer's nema: Tha affectsd motorcycles wers manufachured by Kowaseki
Heavy Indusiries, Lid. of Akashl, Japan. They wera Importad to the United Etstn by
Kawasaki Motors Comp., U.S.A.

2) : jng 4 sfact The affected
vuhml-an ara ol rmdul ynur 200!] Kuwnualu 2){1 2nn-A1 and -ML {Californin specilcatiaon)
“Ninja" £X12 motorcyclas.
3 efect: A total of 4506 unlts are
4}
a)
Bref Description: A leaking vant pips In the fusl tank may sllcw fuel o drain anto the
ground, ameating a risk of fira.
Dataled Description: A rigld matai fuba to cornwvey fusl overflow from the area around the
fuel fll opening passes through he fual tank an rouse to a flexible draln hose which allows
fuel to drain to the ground I casa of ecckiental overfliling of the fuef tank. This tube can
crack from vibration at a location inslda the tank, sllowing fual from the tank to drain onto
the ground. This créates a sk of fire,
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i } gir detes aceipt: This information will e
prwid&:l In a al.lpplamantal repnrl.
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7)

B)

9)

The manner In which ery

KMC wes notlfied by Kmsakl Haauy Industrias [KHI} of rl:s inlarrliun h:'.t conduct raml
action for thia problem an Navemnber 8, 2000, Additional nformetion will ba provided In g

supplemantal report.

defget: KMC wil noh.iy allauthurizad Kawasal-ﬁ ratalars hyrmaana nfa Flacdl Bunfna
Bullatin. KMC wil notify all owners of tha affected motorcycies by dirsct mall, using
KMC's wairanty registration recards. Vehicls swnars will be divisad to bring the
motorcycle to & Kawasaki dealer for rapairs. Repairs will conslst of inserting a saupporting
braca Into tha tank to dampen any effacta of vibration an the vent plpe. Repalrs will be
made at no cost ta the conaumar. [(Plaass nota that a parallel recal, affecting some, but
not all of these same models will be parformed at the same tima).

" Gaples of these cammunlcations wil bs provided
whan they bacoma available.

Please contact tha undersigned If there ara any queslions in this matier.

Sinceraly,

KAW

| MOTO P. USA.

F. Hagle

Director Public Affalrs



