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October 26, 2000 S
=
Mr. Kenneth N, Welnstein ! s ®
Assoclate Adminlistrator for Safety Assurance L £y
Natlonal Highway Trafflc Safety Adminisiration : - '-:‘.’;'j
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 32 ';.‘T';
Washington, D.C. 20590 o R
Lt
Dear Mr. Welnsteln: E o

Pursuant to Part 573 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulatians, Defect
and Noncompliance Reports, Springfleld Coach Buliders, Inc. subymits the.

following Information concerning a safaty-compilance recall action that It
has Inltlated.

573.5 (€1 (2}

Certain 2000 through 2001 model yaar Springfleld Coach Buliders, Inc.
limousines produced using Lincoln Town Cars equlpped with the 418
imousine conversion package bulit by SCB [n Springfleid, Missour! from
August 17, 1898 through Octobar 26, 2000 are affacted by this recall.

573.51(c)

A total of 172 Springflekd Coach Buliders, inc. Lincoln Town Car limousines
are Involved in this recall action.

573.5 (0) )

All of these vehicles converted with a wheelbase extenslon of 60° or more
are arfectad. These vehicles are designed special purpose vehicles that are
designed and bulit for up to 9 passengers. They were converted to
imousines using the Lincoin Town Car chassis equipped with the 418
imousine conversion package. The tires provided with the 418 limousine
conversion package are Michelin P225/70R16 which has a maximum load
rating of 1812 Ibs. The converted limousines do not conform to FMVSS110-
Tire Selection and RIms, when equipped with the tires referenced above.
Test results show that vehicles extended 60" or mors equipped with this
tire excead the maximum welght capacity of Individual tires when
subjectad to the “normial load condition” as specifled In AMVSS 110, 54.2.1
and FMVES110, 54.2.2, which reguires that weight does not excead 88% of
maximum load capacity of tha tire.
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Sectlon 573.5(c} (7

This conditlon was discaverad when Ford Motor Company alertad
springfield Coach Bullders, Inc. of potential noncompllance. subsagquent
testing performed by Springfieid Coach Bullders, Inc. conflirmed the
noncorhpiiance and affected 133 vehicles shipped to customers and 39
vehicies remalning n springfleld Coach Bullders' Inventory.

Sectlon 575.5 (c} 8 (@ (111)

Ford Motor Company Is Implamenting a recall to Include aill Springfleld
Coach Bullders imousines that fall Into the noncompllance category.
Springfleld Coach Bullders, has stopped shipment on noncompliant
vehicles and will rasiime shipments atter the vehicles are equipped with
Hires that comply with the reguirements of FMVSS 110. Fard Motor
Company will assign a campalgh number to this action.

Very truly yours,

gttt

John Bumgarner, President
Sspringfleid Coach Bullders, Inc.

JB/rkh
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