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Qctober 18, 2000

Mr. Kannath N. Walnstain

Agacciate Adminiatrator for Safety Assurance
Nstional Highway Treffic Safety Administretion
400 Sevanth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20580

Dear Mr. Welnstain: -

Pursuant to Part 673 of Title 40 of tha Code of Faderal Regulations, Defact and Noncompliance
Reports, Ford Motor Company asubmits the following information concaming a safety-
cormpllance recall action that it Is voluntarly Initlating.

273.5 ()<}

All 1888 model year Ford Lovisville and Asroman trucks with tandem rear sudes with ABS built
at the Kentucky Truck Plant from Novamber 5, 1866 through Dacember 18, 1897.

Because the vehicles are not produced In VIN order, information aa to the appicablity of thia
acton to specific vehiclas can best be obtained by calling Ford's toli-fres Ine {1-800-392-3673).

573.5 (c)(3)
Approximately 8,400 vehiches ane affacted. As a reautt of tha eale of ita heavy truck bualnesa to

Fraightliner, Ford ended productlon of the Loutsville and Mmmu trucks on Decamber 21,
1867,

§73.5 {e)(4)
it i estimated that approximately 30 percent are affected.

273,53 (e)(3)

The air brake ayatem on the affectad vahicles were plumbed such that complate sir reservoir
Isolation was not provided. Some vehicles were built with an air line from the system ECU
Relay Valve Module tes fiiting. Incormectly connected to the system supply tank, rather than to
the systam auxiliary primary tank A leakags or fallure causing & preseure loes In the
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sacondary tank of thess incornectly plumbed vahicles will result in the draining of the primery
tank also, and thus a compiete icas of vehicle system air pressure. Thase vehicles, therefore,
do not comply with the FMVES 121 requiremant that sach servica resarvolr system be
protected against lose of air pressure due to failure or leakage In the system betwsan the
aarvica reasrvoir and the source of alr pressure,

Under normal conditions, the service brakes on the affected vehicles operate as intended.
Howsver, if a brake system air line wers damaged causing leakage depleting the pregsum In
the sacondary tank, the primary tank will alao drain, and an emengancy spring activated brake
would be deployed. With the emergency spring brake deployed, the vehicle would stop and
could not be moved untll the brake air system was repaired. (A leakage depleting the air
prassure in the primary tank, howewver, would not drain the sacondary tank, and not rasult In
total pressure logs - chack valves ame in place to prevent this secondary tank leakape.)

This concem was brought to Ford’s ettentlon by a dealer who found units with thia ressrvoir
isolaflon condition while sarvioing vehicles of a customer's fleet. A review by Ford personnel of
the air brake sy=tem design, and a subsaquent inspection of ancthar saparate eighteen
vehicles, five of which exhibited this condition, verified that this mis-build condition was not
Emited to the one customer's fleat but likely exdetad on othar vahicles in the fisid. :

-a73.5 (c)(8)

Ford [s not aware of any fleld or cwner reports (with the excaption of thoss identifled above) or -
alegations of accidents or injuries related to this condition. Owners of record of the affected

. vehiclss wlll ba notifiad on or about the weak of Decembar 4, 2000, and advised to contact their
degier to make arangements for Inspection, and where necessary, repalr of their vehicles. -
Tha vehiciss will be Inspaciad to determine whethar tha vehicla has the Incomactly routed air -
fing. Thoasa with the condition will be corractly plumbed and the air brake syster tested to
verify proper ressrvolr lsolation. This reamedy will be at no coat to the ownem.

573.5 (c)(9)

Ford does not at this time pian to maks a statemant avallable to the media concaming the
subject makter of this recall. Copies of the' Notificatior lethers fo dealsrs and owners from Ford
Customer Servica Divislon will be forwanded {0 itha agasncy whan avaliable.

5736 (¢

Ford has sssigned campaign number 00534 to this action.



