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BMW of North America, Inc.

September B, 2000

Mr. Kennath N. Weinstein
Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance
NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 7th Straet, SW
Waeashington, DC 20590
|

RE: Laﬂil Campalgn - Engine Ol Leakags
1998-2000 BMW K 1200 RS Motorcycias

Dear Mr. Waeaingtain:

Thls notice ia sant to you in accordance with the requirements of the National
TmﬂT: and Notor Vahicle Safety Act of 12688 and 49 CFR Part b7 3.

Purauant to Section 673.b (c) of tha abowve, we submit tha following
informatlon:

1. Manufacturer: Bayeriache Motoran Werke AG (BMW AG)

~ Designated Agent: BMW of North America, Inc.
Woodcliff Laks, New Jersey 07675

2. Maks: BMW
Model Year/Maodel: 1888-2000 K 1200 RS Motoreyclas
inclusive dates of manufacture: 02/97-08/98

3. The number of vehicles potentially containing the defect is 2368.

4, The percentage of vehicles estimated to ectually contain the defect is
less than 3%.

B. Tha potantial defect involves the oil thermostat housing in the oil pump
intermediate flange of the affected vehicles. A spring-lcadad
thermostatic element is held in place in the housing by a cover that is
retained by a snap ring. ©On soms of tha affected vehicles, tha snep ring
may not have been completsly seated by tha supplier during production.

In this case, during vehicle operation it would be possible for the anap
ring to unseat, allowing the cover tc loosan or detach. As a result, the
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antire ail volume could ezcape from the engine in a ralatively short time
period, causing the engine cil pressura waming lemp to [lluminate. As a
result, significant engine damage could oceur if the angine ware not
immediately switchad off. In addition, oil could travel along the sngine
cover and ultimatsly cantact the rear tire.

BMW AG has recalved n total of five reports of loose covera worldwlda,
including two in the United States. The reports include one accidant,
with minor injury, in Switzerlend. Subeeguent inveatigation and analyeis
resulted in determination of the failure mode and potentlal consequencas
as well as tha range of involved vehlclas.

BMW has received no reports, nor is BMW otherwise aware of any
accidents or injuries resulting from thie potential dafect in tha US.

Not applicable

BMW will conduct a recall campalgn to remeady the potential defect in the
affected vehleles, The snap ring installation will be inspected to
determinea if it is fully seatad. If the enap ring is not fully seated, the
complete oil pump intermediate flange will be replaced.

BMW expects to begin and complete the sending of notifications to
owners by tha middie of October 2000.

A copy of the dealer Service Bulletin will be prepared and submitted
when avallabla.

A draft copy of the owner notification |atter is attached.

Mot applicable

Ziwica

Gengral Manager
Envirenmental Enginearing

Attn*’;hmant
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Reca)l Gampaign No. 00V-XXX, ENGINE OIL LEAKAGE

Dear BMW Ownar:

This notice is sent to you in accordance with the requirsments of the
Naﬁc{:\al Traffic and Motor Vahicla Safety Act.

BMW AG has dacidad that a defect which relates to motor vehicle safety
exists in cortein 1898-2000 Modal Year K 1200 RS motorayeles. Qur
records indicate that you are the owner of a potentially affectad vehicle.

DESCRI EFD

The potential defect involves the cil thermostat housing in the oil pump
intermediate flange of your motorcycie. A spring-oaded thermostatic
alement is hald in placa in the housing by a cover that is retained by a anap
ring. The snap ring may not have besn completely seated by the suppller
during production.

Duriigvvahicla operation, it i& possible for tha anap fing to unseat, allowing
the ot to loosan or detach. As a rasult, a significant and rapid oil leak
could davslop. Thia would causa the angine oil presasurs warning lamp to
illuminate. As a result of the oil leak, significant engine damage could oecur
it the engine were not immediately switched off. In addition, il could
travel slong the angine cover end ultimsately contact the rear tire, reducing
its traction and affscting the dynamic stability of the motorceycla, possibly
resulFing in a crash and personal Injury.

DESCRIPTION OF REPAIR

Tha snap ring instellation will be inspected to determine if it is fully seated.
If the enap ring ig not fully ssated, the complete oil pump intermediete
ﬂanq‘e will be replaced.




Tha repair will requira approximately two hours and will be performed freg
of gharge by your Authorized BMW center. Additional time may be required
depending on tha BMW canter’s schedullng and processing.

EEEQ&UIIQH&

1. | | CONTACT YOUR AUTHORIZED BMW CENTER IMMEDIATELY TO
HAVE THE NECESSARY REFAIR PERFORMED AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE.

2. Before the repair is parformad, if this problem occurs, the oil leak
should be indicated by lllumination of the angine oil preasaure warning
lamp. If this occurs, do not continue to rida the motorcycla. Pull

. over to a aafe location and switch off the engine immadiataly.
 Arrange for plckup and repalr as soon as possible.

3.  If you are not the sole rider of your motorcycle, pleass advisa ail
ather riders of thasa nacassary precautlions.

OTHER | 11

If yrnh ara no longer the owner of this vahicla._ we would appraciate your
furnishing us with the name &nd eddress of the new owner, using the
enclosed postage-paid card.

Should you have any questions about thls campaign, plaass contact your
Autl-anlznd BMW canter.

We appreclate your confidence In our preduct, and we wish to do
averything we can to retein your confidence. Should you need additional
agglstance, you may contact BMW Customar Relations at
1-800-831-1117, Optlon #6.

If the BMW center is unable to remsdy the defect without ¢harge or within
a redsonable period of tims, you may notify the Administrator of the
MNatlpnal Highway Treffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20680, or
call the toll-free Auto Safety Hotline at 1-800-424-9383 (Washington, DC
araa regidenta may call 202-3668-0123).

BMW OF NORTH AMERICA, INC.



