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April 21, 2004 R
oereEls LVESTIGATION
Mr. Kenneth Weinstein,
Associate Administrator
Office of Safaty Assurance
NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
ADMINISTRATICN
400 Seventh St., S.W.
Washington, DC 205320

Dear Mr. Welnsteln:

On April 13, 2004, Honda submitted a Part 573 notification containing preliminary
Information for campaign 04V-178 to inspect transmissions in certain Honda and Acura
vehicles, We are now submitting the finel information for this campaign pursuant to the
requiraments of 49 CFR 573.8.

573.6(c¥2)
Identification of potentlaily affectad vahicies:
Make/Model Description ViN/Dates of Manufacture

Honda Odyszey Cartain 2002 model year  2HKRL180*2HS00081 - ZHKRL137*2H501127
Jul. 31, 2001 fo Aug. 22, 2002

EFNRL186"2B000062 - SFNRL189"2B0580464
Oct. 10, 2001 to Aug, Z3, 2002

Certain 2003 model yaar 2HKRL130*3HE0001 1 — 2HKRL1BOIHS05901
Aug. 23, 2002 to Mar. 17, 2003

SFNRL 185738000036 - SFNRL108" 28160138
Aug. 21, 2002 to Aug, 25, 2003

Cermin 2004 madel yaar 5FNRL180*4B8000001 — SFNRL185*4B051 620
Aug. 20, 2003 to Dec. 15, 2002

Horda Pilet Corialn 2003 modal ysar  ZHKYF184*3HE00102 — 2HKYF1B6*2HE23209
Apr, 2, 2002 to Aug. 19, 2003

Certgin 2004 model ynar  2HKYF186*4H500013 — 2ZHKYF185*4H546877
Aug. 8, 2003 to Jan. 9, 2004

Acura MDX Certaln 2001 model year  2HNYD1B8*1HE00182 — 2HNYD18271H544506
Aug. 10, 2000 to Oct. 19, 2001

Cortaln 2002 model yesr  2HNYD188*2HS00008 -- 2HNYD188*2H542068
Det. 16, 2001 to Sept. 30, 2002
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573.6(cX6)
Chronclogy:

May 21, 2003

Jul. 29, 2003

Aug. 20, 2003

Sept. 25, 2003

Oct. 8, 2003

Oct. 28, 2003

Nov. 11, 2003 to
Mar. 25, 2004

Apr. 5, 2004

Apr. 7, 2004

Sincerely,

Honda of America Manufacturing, Inc. {HAM) opened an
Investigation of sscond gear heat discoloration and asked
Honda Motor Co., Ltd. {HMC) to conduct an analysls. At
this ims, ne occurences of tranamission lock-up had been
reported. HAM had two reports of gear tooth breakege.

HMC's Investigation concludad that gear tooth breakage
should be a rare occumence so the investigation was Glosed,

HAM asked HMC to re-open the analysls regarding second
gear heat discoloratdon aftar obsarving additonal discotored
gears In transmissions replaced for other causes.

HMC recoived the first report from Canada about
transmisslon lock-up and initiated an analysls of lock-up.

HMC received a sacond repodt of tranamisslon lock-up,
which was the first occurrence in the United Statas.

HMC decldad to implemeant a countermeasure to addrasa
gear discoloration. Altheugh gear breakage rasulting in
lock-up wasg belleved to be a rare avart, the Investigation of
this issue continued.

HMC conducted many reproducibility tewts for gaar
bresakage and lock-up using multiple transmissions and
gears. Gear breakege was finally reproduced on March 18
using gears from the market that had experlenced savera
averhaating.

HMC detemmined that a aafety-related defact exists for light
trucks and multpurposa vehicles.

AMM notified NHTSA by talephone.
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