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February 15, 2000

Mr. Kanneth N. Wainstain i ‘F’F:EE“G ATION
Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance AEFECTS VTS
MATIQONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION

.S, Department of Transportation

400 7th Strest, SW

Washington, DC 20530 0OV—-048

RE: Racall Campaign — Brake Lamp Switch
2000 BMW 323i, 329i, 62Bi, b28iT, b40i, b40IT, M5, 7401, 740IL, 750IL

Daar Mr. Wainstein:

This notice is gant to you in accordance with the requirements of the National Traffic
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1866 and 49 CFR Part 573.

Purauant to Section 573.5 (¢] of the abova, wa submit the following information:

1. Manufacturar: Bayarischa Motaran Warke AG (BMW AG}
Munich, Germany

Designated Agent: BMW of Nerth America, Ing.
Woodcliff Leke, Naw Jersey 07875

2, Make: BMWW

Medel Yaar/Modsl Inclusive dates of manufacture
2000 3231, 328i, 528, 0D3/11/99 to 10/28/08

528iT, 540i, BAGIT, M5,
740i, 740iL, 750iL

3. The number of vehiclea potentially conteining the defect ia approximately
17,700,

4, The percantage of vehicles estimated to actually contain the defect is less than
0.1%.

5. The potential dafect involves the brake lamp switch of the subject vehicles.
The switch is an electronic devica, containing a capacitor and other slectronic
componants.

During the switch suppller's manufacturing process, the capacitor in a limited
production range of switches may have been mechanically demaged such that
ita hausing may heve cracked. In such a caee, the aperating voltaga applied to
the switch, combined with high humidity sonditicns, could result in overheating
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of the capacitor and switch housing, and eventual deformation of tha switch
housing. As a rasult, a short circuit or an open circuit could occur in the
switch,

Dapanding on whather an open or short circuit occurred, the switch could
remain either in the "brake lampe off” position or in the "brake lamps on"
position, ragardless of brake pedal operation. If the awitch remains in the "off"
position, the brake lamps will be rendared inoperative. Conwverssly, if the switch
remains in the "on” position, the brake lampa will ba continuously llluminated
when the ignition switeh is in the "on™ position.

The name, address and telephone number of the brake lamp switch supplier are
as follows:

TYCO Elactronics EC

Gustay Heinemannstrasse 212
81720 Munich

Germany

Tel.: 011 489 84 B3AB57133

B. BMW initially beceme aware of this potential problem in mid-Octobar 1989, as &
result of a emall number of field reports. Subsequant investigation and analysis
by the suppllar and BMW rasulted in ldentification of the potentiel cccurrence
and consequences, as well as determination of tha range of affectad vehiclas.

BMW has received no reporta, nor is BMW otherwise aware of any accidents or
Injuries resulting from this potential dafect.

7. Mot applicable.

8. BMW will conduct a recall campaign to remady tha dafect in the affected
vehiclas. Tha remady will consist of replacing the existing braka lamp switeh
with an improved switch. BMW expacta to bagin and complete the sending of
notiflcatlona to ownera in March 2000.

9. A draft copy of tha ownar notiflcation letter |3 attached. The Sarvice-
Information bulletin informing the dealers of the campaign will be prepared and
forwarded when availabla.

Sincersly,

Karl-Hein Z'l’q.ﬂ»‘in::K
anager
ental Engineering

Attachment

OIvinied Pages 2
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March 2000
Recnll Campaign No. 00V-XXX, Brake Lamp Switch

Dear BMW Owner/Lessee:

This notice is sant to you in accordance with the requirements of the
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act.

BMW AG has detarminad that a defect which relates to motor vehicle
safety exists in certain model year 2000 BMW 323i, 328i, 528Bi, 528iT,
540i, 540iT, Mb, 740i, 740iL, and 750iL vehicles. Cur records indicate
that you ara the owner or lessee of a potentially affectad vehicle.

DESCRIPTION OF DEFECT

‘The brake lamps of vour vehicie ara controlled by a switch activated by
movement of the brake pedel. This switch could fail internelly, causing it to
ramaln either in the “brake lamps off” position or in the “brake lampa on”
position. If this happens, the brake lamps either will not operate or will be
continugusly illuminated, regardless of brake pedal position.

DESCRIPTION OF INSPECTION / REPAIR

Tha rapair will consist of inspsecting and, If necessary, raplacing the existing
brake lamp switch with an improved switch.

This repair will requira approximately one hour and will be performed free of
charge by your Authorized BMW center. Additional time may be required
depending on the BMW center’s scheduling and processing.

PRECAUTIONS

1. CONTACT YOUR AUTHORIZED BMW CENTER IMMEDIATELY TO
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HAVE THE NECESSARY REPAIR PERFORMED AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE.

2. Before the repair, brake lamp oparation should ba checked with the
vahicla stationary by turning the key to position 2 {"ignitlon™ or "on")
and depressing the brake pedal. An observer facing the raar of the
vehiclae can determine if the brake lamps are working proparly. If the
brake lamps are inoparative or continuously lit, the vehicle should not
be driven. Arrangaments should be made for pickup and repailr.

3. {f the inoperative or continuously-lit breke lamps are ignored and the
vehicle is drivan, 8 crash involving another vehicle (or vahicles) could
poccur without prior warning, depending on environmental and traffic
conditions.

4. If you are not the sole drlver of your car, please advise all other
drivers of these necessary precautions.

OTHER INFORMATION

If the vehicle to which this notica applies has been leased and you are the
lassor, you MUST send s copy of this notice to the lessas.

If vou no longer own this vehicle, we would appreciate your furnishing ua
with the name and address of the new owner, ugsing the enclosad postage-
paid card.

Should yvou have any quastions about this cempaign, please contact your
Authorized BMYY center.

VWe appreciate your confidence in our product, and we wish to do
evarything we can to ratain your confidence. Should you need additional
assistance, you may contact BMY Customer Relations at
1-800-831-1117.

If the BMW centar is uneble to remaedy the defect withaut charge or within
a reasonable period of timse, you may notify the Administrator of the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590, or
call the toll-free Auto Safety Hotline at 1-800-424-9353 {Washington, DC
araa residante may call 202-386-0123).

BMW OF NORTH AMERICA, INC.



