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Washington, DC 20590
Subject: Joat JSK 37U Series Fifth Wheels

In accordance with the requirements of 49 CFR Part 573, Volvo Trucks North
America, Inc, submits the following information.

Volvo Trucks North America on April 24, 2003 received notice form Jost
International Corp. concerning a safety defect affecting their ISK 37 “1J” zeries fifth
wheel agzemblies that were manofactired hetween Septemnber 3, 1999, and April 4,
2003.

Jost stated the defect is a Satigue crack that can initiate in the weld joining the
mounting flange to the bracket pin (top-plate pivot pin). The bracket pin (top-plate
pivot pin) is the component that joins the fifth wheel top plate to the fifth wheel
mounting structyre (fifth wheel leg). See exhibit “A™.

Based on the information provided by Jost International Cotp. a total of one thounsand,
two lumdred, and seventy-five (1,275) Volve VNL, VNM, and VHD mode] vehiclas
have been identified as potentially having one of the suspect fifth wheels.

According to lester received from Jost on May 21, 2003 Jost will be conducting all
aspects of the recall per the requirements of 42 CFR Parts 573, and Parts 577, which
inchudes owner notifications. See exhibit “B™.

Baszd on the letter of May 21, 2003 Volvo Trucks North America will provide to Jost
vehicle and owner information necessary furJnstmlmufytheaﬂ’:denlmvehlcle

owners of the subject recall, See exhibit “C”, = 2
T = "
Best Regards T e
'_" [ Y E'-'.i-": ﬁT
A0, i’dmgf;&(/ S 4 E
Chatles D. Powell Ga B 1 =
L] -'"llL-; I
Recall Administrator P [
= T3
; L
Vioivo Trickes Morth Amarica_Ine- Talighons
79K Nationsl Servios Rrl. (27408) {338) 393-2000
PO Boa 28116

Gresrsbaro, NC 274028115




03V-204 @@

- i EXH[BIT A

Violve Trucks North America
Warren E. Spradiin

P.C. Box 28240
Greansboro, NC 27402

Dear Warren,

Cn April 18, 2003 Jost Intemnational initiated & voluntary recall, which could affect moter vehicie safaty.
The recall involves the bracket pins for the JSK 37U series fifth wheels. The bracket pins connect the
fifth whee! topplate to its mounting structure (see Figure 1 below}.

Under certain [pading conditions a fatigue crack can initiate In the weld jeining the bracket pin to Its
mounting flangs. Weld failure could laad to the foss of the pin, and the potentlal separation of the fith
wheel fopplate from its mounting structure.

To date, there have bean no accidents thal have rasulted in any property damage or personal injury.
Qur racords indicata that you have prchased ona or more of the fifth wheels that may contain this
defect. We have enclosed all of the infarmation that we know regarding each of the fifth wheels that
you have purchased. We are asking that you search your records and complste the OEM pertion of
the aftached forms.

We will then contact your customer, requesting the same information, until we locete the end user.
The end user will then be notified with his optlons to have the pins replaced.

Your responses can ba forwarded to us slectronically by E-Mail to recali@jostinternational.com or by
fax ta (616) 846-0310 also by mail to Jost International P.O. Box 327 Grand Haven, M| 48417,

If you have any questions, or feel that this nofificaion was sent to you In arror, feel free to contact us af
recallf@jostinternational or {800} 253-5105.

Very Truly Yours:

Ny L

Gregory A. Laarman
Vica president Enginesring

{Enclesures)
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FIGURE 1

JOST Intaraiional Corg., 1770 Haves Road, P.O. Box 327, Grand Hawen, A, US.A. (B18] 345 7700 (800} 263 65105 Fax (618) 345 0310
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Mr. Chuck Powuell

Yolve Trucks North America

PO, Box 261158

Greensborg, North Caroling 27402-6115

Dear Chuck:

This-letter is to confirm our discussions regarding the JOST Interpational Bracket pin
(SK 79011-073) recal! for our JSK 37 “U™ series fifth wheels. As wo have discussed, we
feel that we have the obligation to conduct this recall.

We have made notification 1o NHTSA snd forwarded a Defect and Non-Complisace
Report. NHTSA has assigned this recall aumber 03B-028. We plan 1w fulfill the
quarterly reporting requirements as oytlined in 49 CFR Part 573.

We have also planned to make the owner notification, as outlined in 49 CFR Part 577.
NHTSA has already veviewsd and appraved our owaer notifieation documents.

I you agres that we are now respongible to filfil] the recall requiremens, plesse forward
the resulls of your database scarch for the owners of record, (of the potentially affected
units), 30 that we can begin the notification grocess, We vnderstand thar this information
is confidential, and will onty uge it for the puwrposcs of this recall,

Theak you for your assistance, if ] oan be of further service feel froe to contact me.

Very Tauly Yours,

ST Firtarytimivil Gorp. 17 /0 Hayes Fopu PO, Bou IX, #8717 Criawt M, S8, oS 514 360 R 00 131 5105 Fea o) 08 B0
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Volvo Trucks North America, Inc. EXH[B]T C
May 29, 2003
Express - Over Night
Mr. Gregory Laarman
Jost International Comp.
1770 Hayes Road
Grand Haven, MI 49417
Subject: Jost Fifth Wheel Recali

Dear Mz, Laarman;

In response to Jost International’s recall notice of April 24, 2003, and subsequent
letter of May 21, 2003, Volvo Trucks North America, Inc. submits the vehicle and
owner information required to notify the affected vehicle owners of the subject recall.
The enclosed information is to be used to motify the affected Volvo truck owners of
the subjact recall and for no other purposes,

It is Volvo Trucks North America’s onderstanding that Jost International Corp. will be
conducting all aspects of the subject recall pet the requirements of Federal Code of
Regulations ({CFR) Title 49 — Transportation Part 573 Notification, and Part 577
Defect end Non-Compliance Reports for the affected Yolvo model vehicles.

Based on the information provided by Just International, Volvo Trucks warranty
records identified 1,275 vehicles, which were built with the suspect JSK 37U series
fifth wheels. '

The enclosed compuier disc identifies each vehicle and the name and address of the
affected vehicle owner,

Should you have any questions, please contact me at (336) 393-2233.
Ven;_'.r Truly Ymns, |
Iy (| 7’2&&*:{...6.'6?

Charles D. Powell
Recall Admimistrator

Yoivo Trutios North Amsenica, Inc Talaphona
7000 Nationa! Serace Rl [27400) {338} Ap3-2000
PO Boxk 38113

Grasraboro, NG 27402-6% 15



