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Re: Defact Report Pursuant to 48 CFR Part 573

Deaar Mr. Parson:

Kawagaki Molors Corp., U.S.A. ("KMC"} has determined that a defect which relstes to
motor vehlcle safety exsts in certaln 2001 and 2002 model year Kawasaki Motoreyeles.
The follawing Information, constituting a Defect Report, provides the information
immediately available, Additichal Information needed to fully comply with the reporting
requirements of 49 CFR Part 573.5 (c) Wil be submilited In a subsaquent report.

1) The manufacturer's name: Tha affected modsls were manufactured by Kawasaki
Motors Enterprise (Thalland} Co., Ltd. ("KMT™} and imported to the L1.S. by KMC.

2) ldentification of the affected vekicles potantially containing the defect: The
affacted modsels ara the Kawasakl 2001 BN125-A4 and 2002 BN125-A5 (and
ABL. - California vergion) "Eliminatar” as shown below. The affected vehigies
were manufactured betwaen 10/02/2000 and 02/07/2002.

MODEL -- YEAR BEGIN ViN END VIN
- BN125-A4 — 2001 JKABNRA1*1DAODS 74 04023
BN125-AS/L — 2002 JKABNRA1*2DAD4524 07585

3} The total number of vehicles potentially containing the defect: 5102

4) The percentage of vehicles or ltems of equiprment estimated to actually contaln
. the defect: Unknown, but 100% will be eligible for recall repalr. -

5) A deseription of the defect including both brief summary and a detailed
description, with graphic aikds as necessary, of the nature and physical location of
the defect

Summary - The rear brake actuating cam can break where the actuating arm
aitaches to it, causing a loss of rear brake function.

Detailed description - The raar brake Is a single-leading-shoe mechanical drum
brake. The brake shoes are actuated by a cam thal is rotated by the action of
the rear brake pedal. Due to a change In vandor and material of the achuating
cam when production of this model was shifted to KMT, the cam Installed on the
affected models can fracture from twisting (torsion) force if excessive pressure |s
applied to the brake pedal. The amount of force neaded o fracture the cam is
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6)

7)

8)

)

beliaved to be well In exceas of the force needed to fully kack the rear brake, and
is thus lkely to occur from farces not normally involved in riding the motorcycle
and using the rear brake to stap the vehide. However, ance the fracure has
oceurrad, normal rear brake actuating forces can result in the separation of the
cam, and lgss of braking action from tha rear brake.

A chronology of all principal events that were the basis for the datermination that
the defact retatad to motor vehicle safety, Including a summary of all warranty
claims, field or sarvice reports, and other Information with thelr dates of recaipt:
This information wilt be supplied In & subsaguant raport.

The manner in which and the date when the Information about the daefect wea
obtalned: This information will be supplied in a subsequent raport.

A desctiption of the manufacturer's program faor remedying the dafect. Tha
estimated dats on which It will begin sending natifications to cwnars that there is
a safety-related defect.

KMC will nolify all Kewasakl motercycle retailers via a Recall Service Bulletin.
KMC will ullllze its warranty reglstration records to notify all owners of the
affectad vehicles via First Class mail with a Recall Warmning letter. The projected
date of malling for the customer letters ie April 14. Customers will be advised to
bring thelr motorcycle to an authorized Kewasaki dealer. Dealers wilf replace the
rear brake actuating cam with one mada fram strohger material,

Note: KMC requests that NHTSA dafer posting Information concerming this
Racall ta Its web site until April 14, the date of the customer netification. This
way, KMC wlll have the cpportunity to notify ita dealers prior to public release of
thls Information; dealera will thus be able to provide Information to answer
custamer Inquiries.

A reprasantative copy of all notices, bulleins and other eommunizations that
relate diractly to tha defect or noncompliancs.

A draft copy of the Customer Wamning and Racall letter will be sent to NHTSA for
approval when it becomes availabla. Copies of other relevant comespendencs,
such as the servica bulletin and final customer letter will be forwarded to NHTSA

upon finallzation.

Please contact the undersigned if there are any questions in this mattar.

Sinceraly,

Director Publlc Affalrs




