L W. Camp Fomd Motor Company

Dirscior 330 Town Carter Drie
Automative Salety Cfice Deertom, Michigan 48126 LISA
Ervircrmaral And Salety Englnesing

March 10, 1599

Mr. Eenneth N. Weinztein

Associate Adminlstrator for Safety Assurance
Metional Highway Trafflec Safety Administration
400 Sewventh Street, 5.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Imar Mr. Welnstein:

Pursuant to Part 573 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Defect and Nonccmpliance Reports, Ford Motor
Company submits the following information concerning a safety-
compliance recall action that it is lnitiating.

573.5 [c) {2}

811 1997 and 1998 model year Ford Louisville and Rercmax
trucks with the DSC {(Dealer Special QOrder) eptional Wabeo air
dryer built at the Kentucky Truck Plant from April 29, 1936
through December 21, 199%7.

Because the vehicles are not produced in VIN oxder,
information as to the applicability of this action to specific
vehicles can best be cbtained by either calling Ford's toll-
free line (1-800-392-3673}, or contacting a local Ford dealer
who can obtain specific information regarding the vehicles
from the Forgd OASIS computer system.

373.5 (c) {3)

A=z a result of the sale of its heavy truck busziness to
Freightliner, Ford ended production of the Louisville and
Aeromax trucks con December 21, 1%97. During Ford's production
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through this date, approximately 1,700 affected vehicles were
built.

573.5 [e) (4) EBV‘NGH@

All 1,700 wvehicles are zffected.

573.5 (c) {5)

The air brake system on wvehicles built with the optional
Wabco air dryer were plumbed such that the syatems did not
provide air reservolr isclaticn. The wehicles were built with
check valves incorrectly positiened between the supply tank
and the secondary air reservoir, such that the loss of
raservoir air pressure is possible in the event of a leak in
the system. These vehicles, therefore, do not compiy with the
FMV5S 121 regquirement that each service raservolr system be
protected against loss of air pressure due to failure or
leakage in the system between the service reservolr and the
acurce of air pressure.

Under normal condition=, the service brakes on the
affected vehicles operatse ag intended. However, if a brake
system alr line were damaged and ieakage occurred, the. air
brake reservoir pressure mavy be depleted, actlvating the
emergency =Spring brake. With the emergency spring brake
deplaoyed, the vehicle would stop and could not be moved until
the brake air system was repaired.

573.5 (e} {7}

The condition was brought te Ford's attention by a
customer with four units with this reservolr isolation
concern. An inspection by Ford personnel of this customers
vehicles, and a review of the air dryer coption plumbing
design, verified the design deficiency. Subsequent inspection
by Ford personnel found five additional units in the field
with this condition,

573.5 {c} (8}

Ford is not aware of any field or cwner reports (with the
exception of the four identified above] or allegations of
accidents or injuries related to this conditicn. Owners of
racord of the affected vehiecles will be notified on or about
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B 98V-031 G3)
the week of Rpril 26, 199%, and advised to contact their
dealers to make arrangements for repair. The repair will
invelve air line plumbing revisions to incerporate check
valving to provide air reservoir isolatien. This remedy will
ke at no cost to the owners,

573.5 (<) (5)

Ford does not at this time plan to make a statement
available to the media concerning the subject matter of this
recall. We have identified and, through our owner
notification mailing, will communicate directly to the owners
of each affected vehicle. Copiea of the Notlfication letters
to dealers and owners from Ford Customer Service Division will
be forwarded to the agency when available.

573.5 (e} (11)

Ford has assigned campaign number 929505 to thisz action.

Very truly yours,
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