Q ODI RESUME

U S. Department Investigation: PE09-003
of Transportation Date Opened: 01/14/2009 : Date Closed: 04/24/2009
National Highway Principal Investigator: Lawrence Hershman

Traffic Safety Subject: Stop lamp switch failure
Administration

Manufacturer: Hyundai Motor Company
Products: 2005-2008 Hyundai (several models)
Population: 531,894

Problem Description:  Stop lamp switch failure will lead to loss of stop lamp illumination and
possible interference with proper operation of cruise control, antilock braking, electronic stability
control, or ability to move the gear shift lever. ’

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total

Complaints: 5 120 125
Crashes/Fires: 0 0 0
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0

# Injuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0

# Fatalities: 0 -0 0
Other*: 0 44,094 44,094

*Description of Other: Warranty Claims

Action: Close investigation. Hyundai has initiated Recall 09V122.

Engineer: _Lawrence Hershiman FH/ Date: 04/24/2009
Div. Chief: Thomas Z. Cooper Date: 04/24/2009
Office Dir.: Kathleen C. DeMeter Date: 04/24/2009

Summary: By letter dated April 15, 2009, Hyundai notified the agency that it will conduct a safety
recall (NHTSA recall number 09V122) to replace the stop lamp switches on many of its model year
2005-2008 vehicles. See recall 09V122 for a complete list.

The agency opened its investigation based on five complaints of stop lamp failure across several 2007
Hyundai models. The agency also received Early Warning (EWR) reports on this issue. Most of
those failures were traced to the improper operation of the stop lamp switch that controls stop lamp
illumination.

A malfunctioning stop lamp switch can cause the vehicle's brake lights not to light during braking, or
alternatively, it can cause the brake lights to stay lit even when a driver takes the foot off the brake
pedal. Failure of the stop lamps to illuminate properly creates the hazard of rear end collisions when
drivers following the subject vehicle do not recognize that the vehicle is slowing or stopping. Hyundai
reported one crash incident (a frontal impact), without injury, that was alleged to have been caused by
this defect. The agency reviewed the incident and cannot conclude that it is related to this defect.
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There are other potential problems related to failure of the stop lamp switch: failure of the cruise control
to disengage, interference with proper functioning of antilock brakes and electronic stability control, and
inability to move the gear shift lever out of park position.

Based on the above safety recall, this investigation is closed.




