Assigned Recall No. 99V-069 by the Yr,,
7

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Part 573 Report Date:  April 20, 1999
MANUFACTURER: American Honda Motor Co., Inc,

MANUFACTURER CONTACT: William R. Willen, Managing Counsel
Product Legal Group
FAX: (310) 783-3510

SUBRIECT: Undetermined quantity of 1996-1998 Acura RL, TL, 1997-1998 Acura
CL, Accord, 1996-1998 Prelude, 1997-1998 Odyssey and Isuzu Oasis model vehicles,
Certain vehicles were manufactured with ball joints that may prematurely wear out
and passibly separate from the knuckle.

This is an jnitial acknowledgment for this recalt. A formal acknowledgment letter will be
forthcoming shortly. Afier our review of your report and associated documents, we may
have additional comments or cencerns.

In accordance with Py
must be submitted

As stated in Part 573.6, submission of the first of six consecutive quarterly status repons is
required within one month after the: close of the ualmdar quarter in wlm:h nnhﬁr.atmn tn
May 1999, Thm‘efore, the ﬁrst quarterly repurt w111 be due by .lul;v,lr 3[] 1999,

If you have any questions, please call:

on (202) 366-5227 or by FAX (202) 366-7882

' Patricia Wallace, Recall Analyst or Jonathan White, Chief
@p Recall Analysis Division



U3, Department ' 4001 Scventh SL, B.W.
of Tramporiation Washington, D.C. 20590

National Flighwey IIII -4 m

Mr, William . Willen ' NSA-11lpaw
Maraging Counsel, Product Eegal Group our-069
American Honda Mator Company, Inc.

1919 Torrance Boulevard

Torrance, CA 90501-2746

Dear Mr. Willen:

We have reviewed American Honda Motor Company, Inc.'s (Honda) Defect Information
Report dated April 20, and subseguent information dated May 13, 1999, submitted in
accordance with 49 CFR Part 573, "Defect and Noncompliance Reports.” This recall
involves 125,380 Honda 1996 through 1998 Acura RL, TL, 1997 through 1998 Acura CL,
Accord, 1996 through 1998 Prelude, 1997 throngh 1998 Odyssey and I[suzu Oasis model
vehicles. Certain vehicles were manufactured with ball joints that may prematurely wear out
and possibly separate from the knuckle. The assigned 1D Number for this recall campaign
is 99V-069.

Honda is responsible for the remedy of these vehicles from this date forward, regardless
of vehicle age, mileage, or ownership. '

Ouarteriy Status Reports

As stated in Part 573.6, submission of the first of six consecutive quarterly status refmrts is
required within one month afier the close of the calendar quarter in which notification to

purchasers occurs, A3 siated in your report, owner notification was expected 1o .beg!ﬂ
May I4, 1999,

Recall Communications

‘Communmications pertaining to safety recalls and issued by Honda to more than one distributor,
dealer, purchaser, or owner are to be submitted to this office within 5 days of issuance as
described under 49 CFR Part 573_5(c)9). Where this information is sent over a period time, the
communications are to be submitted within 5 days from the date the communications were first
sent, and furnish the date, or range of dates, each commmunication was issued. This includes
information transmitted b},r computer, telefax, or other electronic means; and initial or interim
communications. All copies are to be in readable form and a written transcript should be
provided for each non-written communication. Also, if the communication was not nationally
and uniformly distributed, then identify the criteria used for the distribution.

:sn




Manufacturer C -

Part 573.8, “Notices, Bulletins and (ther Communications,” requires that every motor vehicle or
motor vehicle equipment manufacturer shall farnish 2 copy of all notices, bulletins, and other
communications (including warranity and policy extension communigues and product
improvement bulleting) to manufacturers, distributors, dealers, or purchasers, regarding any
defect in its vehicle or items of equipment (including any failure or malfunction beyond normal
deterioration in use, any failure of performance, or any flaw or unintended deviation from design
specifications), whether or not such defect is safety related. These notices or communications
are 1o be submitted, regardless of the media used to transmit the informatien. Where
communications are made orelly or glectronically, provide a transeript. In 2ll other cases, provide
the information in the media form used to transmit the information. On a case by case basis, we
may require written transcripts of this material as well. Copies are to be submitted monthly, not
more than 5 working days after the end of each month.

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Pat Wallace at (202) 366-5232 or fax at (202)
366-7882.

Sincerely,

Jonathan D, White, Chief
Recall Anzlysis Division
Office of Defects Investigation
Safety Assurance



