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| COACHMEN RECREATIONAL YEHICLE COMPANY, LLC

Jarwary 31, 2003
George H. Person
Chief, Recall Analysis Division
Natione! Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Soventh St., 8.W. - . -
Washington, DC 20550 ”:fﬂ‘ % r-;%
Re: Ford F53 Motorhome Chassis — Brake Warming Indicator = B %
LB
Dear Mr. Person: B t% T-c%
Pursusnt to Part 573 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Reguiations, this coffes <
is to serve as our notification to NHTSA concerning a noncompliance to 1085
$5.3 based upon a defective component supplied to Coachmen Recrestional 'V B
LLL by Ford Moior Compary.

Cna?imnllmmtinml\khiclcs, LLC received notificetion from Ford Motor Company
that &' potential problem may exist with the instrament panel of the Ford F53 motorhome
chassis they supply Coachmen. Their notification stated:
“The instrment pancl, a3 shipped by Ford, may not be wired cotrectly to
itminate the rake waming indicator for a check indicator function end/for & Jow
brake fluid comndition on the affected vehicles. Federnl Motor Vehicle Safety
Stenderd (FMVSS) NO. 105 85.3 ... specifies that this check of the brake
warmng indicator funetion and the low brake flaid indication be provided.”

Coachmen relies on Ford’s Incomplete Velicle Manaal (TVM) compliance statexnent ag
sole certification of the brake systom warning mdicator, Since Ford's instrwingnt panel
does not function as it shonld, Ford®s TVM compliance statement is invalid axi as a
result, & non-compliance exist with FMVSS 105 85.3 on the motorhomes Coachmen
manndhetured vsing the defective Ford instrument panel,

~ The affected Ford chassis are certain 2000 through 2003 model year F53 Chassis built at
their IMMSA and Detroit Chassiy Plant from May 13, 1999 through October22, 2002,
Ford has indicated thet Coachmen received 3,539 of these chassis. Coachmen used these
chasgis to build our Model Year 2000 through 2003 Mirada, Aurors and Rendezvous
Class A motorhomes during that same time period.

Ford has provided detailed instmctions for remedying their dafect (copy encilosed).
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A similar issue with Ford's brake warning indicator light issue came up in August, 1999
at which time Ford administered the remedy program (ref: EQ99-005 — 1999 F53 Brake
System Werning Indicator), with Coachmen assisting by supplying them the mailing list
of registered owners of affected Coachimen RV vehicles. We expect that Ford will accept
the same level of respongibility with this current metter emd will be supplying NHTSA
any further information that is reguired.

Should you have any additional questions or need additional information, please do not
besitaite to contact me at (219) 825-8528,

ﬁlfu@—\
Vice President, Engincering Services

Ce:  Mike Terdep
Rick Lavers
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INETRUMENT CLUSTER BRAKE WARNING LAMP CIRCUIT REVISION

AFFECTED VEHICLES: CERTAIN HIDO THROUGH 2003 MODEL YEAR:
F-53 GHASSIA VEHICLES

OVERVIEW

This procadura provides ther detall for revising the brake waming temp clrcult. A bulb wil be
rapositicned from one aockat to enother within the instrumeant cluster, and a aingle wires will be
movsd Tram one instrument cluster connactor to another. A varification check will also ba
parfamed to ensuiea properrepalr,

SERVICE PROCEDURE
1.  Instak & memory saver and discannect the battery negative cable.

O vor= O

Due to the various F-53 chaasis body hulider configuraiions. spacific detall for access o the
instrement cheater wit not be provided.

(3@l accass to and pull the Instrumennt cluster back from the nstrument panal.

NOTE: &t s not necessary or desirable 1o ramove the: cluster from the finlah panel, though
postioning the shift lever o "1™ may be heipfis. Thia should provide sultabla accasse to the
repalr aresa, San Floume 1.

2. Disconnactthe C260A (Black 12-pinconneckon) and C2500 (white 12-pin cannecior) inetrumant

cluster alectrical connactors. Sea Flgure 1.,

C250CWHITE
12-FiN CONNECTOR

C250ABLACK
12PN CONNECTOR

INSTRUMENT
ANDFINISH PANEL
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a Rammhahpaandhmkhhmﬂuﬂ!ﬁﬂhmﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂhamuphﬂupﬂlntﬂ'myjuln
tha main hamees. Ftetalnmnmnvnin It will be reinetalied. Ses Figure 2. _ .

DO 80T redaranc s the published wiring ﬂlﬂrlm:il the Infonmation for these
particular conneotors may not be comect,
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4, Open the black 12-pin cannactor locking clamp. Sea Figom 3,

OPENCONNECTOR

0RGUC

FIGURE 3

6. Remova the VIOLETAVHITE wire from cavity Mo. 3 by pushing the small relsasa tab and pulling the
wire cul of the eavity. Then, tloga the loeking clamp. Seo Figum 4.

FIGURE 4
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Opan the whits 12-pin connactor locking clamp and inated the VICLETWHITE wina into cavily
No. 10. Pull the white wira with light foroe to make sure K ls fully eeated. Then, close the
locking clamp. See Figure 5. : : ' :

FIGURE 5

Inetall the convolute aid retapa both hamessas.

Ramove the bulb: from the "BRAKE" socket ard transfer i to tha vacant “BRIC aocket
locatad on the opposite elde of the cluster. Sea Figuea 6.

TRANSFERBULE

REMOVEBLILEB TO“BRK" SOCHKET
FROM*“BRAKE" SOCKET COOE

FIGURE &
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8. Connactihes electrcal connactors
10. Rminztall tha clustar and all tim removad during dsassambly.
11, Connectthe bettery nagative cable and ramove the memory saver.

REPAIR VERIFICATION

Thesa chacks are ta ansura the BRAKE waming lamp [mth the exdamation polnt €8] wil Iluminate
undar tha proper conditions. The brake waming kamg should Tght undar ALL of these eonditions.

VEHICLES EQUIFPED WITH HYDRO-MAX

1. Make surethe parking breka ks d , then tum tha ignkion kay o the ON poation (do nat
start englng). The brake wamning lemp 23 should Hluminate along with e Hydro-Maxwaming lamp
[with the lghinlng boit 5]

2. 5tarl tha engine and appiy tha parking brake. The brake waming lamp &3 ehould liuminata.
Disangage the parking brake and the smp shaukd tum off,
3.  ‘With the anglne atil running, locate the 2-wite connector at tha left side of the master cylinder

and disconnect it. Ground the VIOLET/WHITE wira to the chassis, The hrake waming lamp &
ahould llluminate. Remove the ground, reconnact the conneciar and lum the anglng ofT,

YEHICLES EQUIPPED WITH HYDRO-BOOST

1. Make tha paridng braks ks disangagad, than while starting the amgina, varify the brakis waming
lamp 5} Kuminates when the Ignitian key ks inthe START poaltion. Once the sngiree aterts and
the key I8 in tha ON poaltion, the lamp should tum off.

2. With the engire running, apply the parking brake. The brake waming lamp & =hould lluminate,
Disangage the parking brake and the lamp should um off,

3,  With the engine =tll running, keezta the 2-wire connector at the loft side of the master cylindar
and disconnact it. Ground the VIOLETMH ITE wire to the chesels. The brake waming lkemp &5
should lumingts. Remove the ground, econnect the connector and tum the engine off.




