
JEAN PHILIP GAUTHIER LAW OFFICE 

August 3 l", 2007 

VIA FAX: (202) 366-7882 

Gcorge H, Person 
Chief - Kecall Management Division 
Office of Defects lnvcsligation 
National Highway Safety Administration 
4110 7Ih Slreel, SW, NVS-2 17 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: NHTSA 'l'ire Recall No. EQ07-002 - NVS -215rw 

Dear Mr. Person: 

In accordance with your rcrlucst as to the recall of light truck radial tires manufactured by 
IIangzhou Zhnt~gce Kuhbcr Co, Ltd. ("IIZR"), and on bchalf ol' my client, Caribbean Rubber 
Corporation, 1 hereby s~~bmi t  oilrresponse to your querics as they pertain to the distribution rznd sales 
ol'any such tires. 

Caribbean Rubber Corporation llns been in Ihe business of iniparting and selling tires 
throughout thc island of Puerto Rico for ovcr forly Ibur (44) years. Distributing eight (8) brands of 
tircs prodc~ced by five ( 5 )  tire manufaclurers. Even wl~en it is a facl that my client currently 
distributes light truck rrldiul tircs manufactured by HZR, Caribbean Rubber Cob's commercial 
relation with HZR began in the month of August, 2006, more that1 scvcn (7) months after HZR 
stopped produclion on the line of subject radial tires, which safety. pcrl'ormance and durability have 
been plaecd in doubt by FTS. 

It is our understanding that the radial tires included in the referenced recnll arc Phase 2 HXR 
light truck radial tires. The President o f  Caribbean Rubber Co., Mr. Carlos Gutierrez, can attcs~ to 
the fact that they do not possess in ir~vcntory any such tires nnd tllc carliest manufactured light truck 
tircs in inventory were inanufacturcd by IIZR no earlier than on the 2gLh week of 2006. Moreover, 
Mr. Gutierrez can also declarc 1hi11 Caribbean Rul~her Co. has not distributed. nor sold, any Phase 
2 HZR light truck riidial tires to no person or linn in thc island. All tires purchased by my client from 
H7.K are Phase 5 I-IZR light truck radial tires. Statemellt basd  un the I-Iogm & Harlson July I 1, 
2007 communication which sets forlh hat I-IZR stopped prodirction of the phasc 2 line of radial tires 
on the 3rd week of J a ~ u q  2006, and from the inveudgation conducted by Caribbean Rubbcr Cu. 
of its sale and inventory of IIZK's tine of tires, which did not find any ofthe tires subjcc( tu the recall 
in its records. 
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On another note, Caribbcm Kubber Co. has not received any complnints or allegations 10 
a defect, flaw or i~~~perfection as tv any of the lines of  light truck radial Lircs manufnctured by HZK, 
llor has any of its clicnis submitted a report as to any phase 3 HZK tire which has led to an accidcnt 
or injury. 

Caribbcan Kubber Corporation is fillly aware of its duty to ensirc lhat your agency i s  
provided all requisite inrunnation as it pertains to the probclions of those who transit our highways 
and ileighborhood streets, In light ot' such obligation and in order lo fully comply with the 
investigation being conducted by your office, wt: hcrcby proceed to respond to your qucrics as they 
rclate to the light truck radial tircs manufactured by IIZR. 

1. Please identifi, by brnnd, model nume on d size all lighr trtrck rodial tires pr~duced t)y HZR 
that ure [ha same size as any of the tires idenrfled on page lofthis letter, and which were 
iniported into rhe U11itc.d rStutes hyyour contpany btcrween January 2001 ro the present, tl~at 
your company sold or urhenuist? dlrtrihured in the United sf aft.^, l'huse tires are referred 
hrreinafter as "sintifar tires." 

I. LT 31X10.5R1S WESTLAKE CK861 
11. LT 31X10.5KlS GOODRIDE CK861 
111. LT 225/75R16 GOODRIDE CR861 
IV. LT235/85R16 GOODKIDE CR861 
V. L'la23S/85R16 WESTLAKE CZC861 
VI. LT245175R16 GOODRIDE CH861 
VI3. LT245/75R16 WESTLAKE CR860 

2. Ifjlour compuny does not agree with the stiltcmenf mrrde in the enclosed report hy FTS that 
your company importcrl f ires rnunuficturecl by HZR tho! are similarly constructed and [$(he 
same size us fhose identiJied by FTS, ( ~ n d  i/your corrqlany does nor believe that those similar 
tires contain a safety-relufed d~fcc l ,  ,vlucrse provide an explanntion for your cornpony's 
po.sition. 

Caribbean Rubber Co, has importcd and rlinlrihuted lines of light truck radial tires 
which may be identities as bci~ig "similarw to those placed into question by FTS. However, for 
my client to be able to distinguish if tbc phasc 3 radin! tires acquired from IIZR, arc "similar" 
to the phase 2 radial tircs oppugncrl by FTS, would rcquirc the evaluation of technical data 
and rpceitications, coupled with the eunrult~lioa of expcrte iu the ficld nf tire deign and 
performtlncc, in order to determine what similarities exist, if any, behvecn thc phase 2 & 3 
tires. 

Evcn when my client does not posses the requisite expertise to distiupish thc 
"similarities" bchvccii thc tircs included in the phase 2 recalled radial tires to the phase 3 
radial tires it distributes, Mr. Gutierrcz ran declare that as of today, not one client of 
Caribbean Rubbcr Co. hns presented any complaints whatsoever as to the quality, durability 
or workmanship of the HXK light truck phase 3 rndial tires sold in the island of Puerto Nco.  
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3. Srparutcl~, for each tire line identijied as similar. tircs rzbova, state qllantip o j  and the range 
of TINS, for those rirss rhatyour cornpony sold lo ~~holesalers, retail distributors or dealers, 
or rhe general public through irtdividr.~al sales. 

As previously indicntcd, Caribbcan Rubber Co. llns not distributed, sold or  otherwise 
dealt with any of thc recalled Phasc 2 HZK light truck radial tircs. Thc first batch of the light 
truck radial tires listcd in uvenuent one were produced by HZK in thc 28'"week of 2006, as 
such, all tircs acquired by our company fall under the Phase 3 design tircs.' Therefore, my 
client possesses no information or l l t~ta  as to thc distribution or  sales uf phase 2 tircs. 

4. As tu lrll similar tires that you huve idenl$ed iri re.spnnse to Rcqucst No. I above, please 
provide the~followin,g injurmation: 

a. IdentiJj, Iy contact name, odrlress rmd phone numher each tvholcsalcr, retuil distributor 
or clrr~lur, atzd individual member qf the. h.c?nerul public to whom your company direcrly sold 
or olherwise distrihutcd any of the sirnilur fires. Provide the number of tires sold or 
othenvise distrihtrted lo euclz, separately identified by brand nume und size. 

b. Pruvide a copy of each tire registrrrtion./urm (see 49 C7. F. R. part 574) and comparable 
information (e.g,, h r u  bases atrdfiles with narnes q f  tire purc.hasurs (17ot for rearale), 

Caribbcan Rubber Co. has not distributed, sold or  otherwise dcalt with any of the 
rccalled Phase 2 HZR light truck radial tires. Therefore, ~y client possesses no illforination 
or datn as to the distribution ur sales of phasc 2 tires. 

5. State rvherher or notyozrr conpuny imported and sold tires hearing the manufacturing co& 
"ITS" in the TIN, 

No tircs have been importcd from HZR which havc include "PTS" in the TIN number. 

6 State, with ~ E S I I E C I  to the tires identified ill response to Requesl No. Iuhove, by tire ljrimd 
name, model, lire size and year o j  manufacture, the number of each uj'lhu jhllowing, 
rcccivcd by your c8umpuny, or of cvkich your comnparly is otherwise atrtare, which rclate to, 
nr may rclate to tread seprrrrifion, blutvout or belt to belt separation in the similar firas thar 
you imported 
a. Reports involving a crash, injuryl or fatality, bosed on claims nguinst your company 
a d o r  !EX involvin~ n death or injury, nolices received by your contpany or HZR alleging 
or proving thut a death nr injury wos couscrI by cr possible clq/ecl in u subjec~ vehicle; 
b. Properly durnoge clairns; 

' See I-Iogan & Harlson cornmmurlication dated July 11 th, 2007, wl~ic l~  sets fodh that 
Phase 3 tires were "incorporated inlo pruduclion" l'rom thc 3rd through thc 21st wcck of 2006. 
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c. Wurranf)? a~itrstrrrents; 
d Contplaints, inclrru'ing those from .fleet operarors; 
e. Thirtl-party arbitration proceedings where yoztr cornpr~ny is or was a party to the 
urhitrcifion; nnd 
5 Lu~t~stdits, both peniii~g arid rloscd, in which ~ 0 z i r  company is or was a defendant ur 
codejenhnt. 
For subpur~s ''0 through 'I f :"  state the total nunlbrr oj  each item (e.g., fatalify rcports, 
properly damage claims, lvarranfy u ~ u s t r ~ ~ c n f s .  etc ) sepuru ftrly. AftrlrQlc incidrnis involving 
rhe same tire or(:' lo he corrnted scparurtrly. hlultipl~ reports uj'rhe satne tnciclcnt crre a l ~ o  to 
be counted separurely (i,e., aprycrl)r dtrrn~i,se claim and warrunry at-ljustmcnt involving rhr 
srrme incident in which tr crtxsh occurred rrre lo be counted as apruprrfy danlcige claim and 
a warranly adjusfmcnt). 
In  addition, [or items "ny'through '.x"provi~ie a sumnmry descriplion ofthe allegcdprohlern 
und causal crnd contrlbuling factor.s n t~dyu~n .  company's a.rsessmeni uj'rhe problem, with a 
slimmary of the significant ~rndurlying facts and evidence. For. ifems "em and ',xu identzfi the 
parties to [he action, as ~ ~ l l  as the caption, court, clucket number, and date on which the 
contplaint or url.rer document initicrrinx the actior? was Jiied 

Caribbean Kubbcr Co, has nut diatributcd, sold or ulherwisc dcnlt with any uf the 
recalled Phase 2 HZR light truck radial tires. Said notwithstanding, it has not received any 
crash or injury reports, propcrty damage claims, or warranty adjustments as to any phase 2 
light truck radial tires. 

7. Pr~d~rce  copies of ull docunients related lo rack itern within the scope ofyour re,rl>nnse to 
Bequest No. 6, inclzrtii~zg, but not limited to, received coml~lsrints and warrtrnly adjustment 
claims. Describe the scurch n~ethod ussd by your compcmy in identifying these clucumer?ts. 
Orgunize the documents sepurutely by category ti.[)., ,Jhtoli~, v,?rol~erty damage claims, 
warrtrnty adjl~slrnclnt.~, ctc.) und describe /he rnet/~odyour company used ji)r organizing {he 
documents. 

Not Applicable 

8. Describe all testing lhul your corrvnny condmc(ed, arranged to have conducted (e.g., by u 
lest laboraroty) andlor rhar your conzpany otherwise relied on in certihing lhat cach of the 
slrbject tires were in complitr17c.s with the Feckral Motor Vehicle Sufety ,5'tandard.s. For each 
tcsl, sslure the dare cfthc test, describe the tire tesled including muclel, size, undproducrion 
date, describe the test (e.g., I;'MSSNu. 11 9 with " 8 " p u r a p p h  number) and state the r a r  
reszilts. This informatiun reyuest covers cr period prior to 2001 ij'lhe certification lesting 
occiirrrd before 200 1, 

Cnribbean Rubber Co. has not conducted, or arranged any tests, as to the tires subject 
to tbc rccall. 
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9 Describe r r l l  testing thar yulrr contpilny condz4cted arranged lo have co~ductcd (c..g,, by o 
test laboratory) andlor aburrl whichyour company othe?wisc hud informorion on the subject 
tires, ntJtcr than cerfffication lests idcnlifiud in your mwwer to Number 8 above. fir each 
test, stule the dutc o f  the I P S ~ ,  describe the lire tested inclzrcling model, size, andprod~lction 
dote, describe fhe test and s l i ~ l e  thc test I'ESUIIS. Il'hiLv infnrmafiun request covers a period 
prior to 2001 if fur szrhject tires desigr~ed and resled before 2001. 

Caribbean Rubber C~I. has uot conducted, or arrnnged any tests, as to the tires subject 
to the recall. 

10. P,.ovide copies of 011 con~n~~rnications with HZR related to diu.abilityandpe~i~rmancc ofthe 
suhjcct tires. 

Csribhean Rubber Co. has not llud any communications with lJZR which rclate to the 
durability or performance of the tires sul>jcct to thc rerrrll. 

The aforementioned responses, came aftcr a careful rcview cll'your August 3*, 2007 lcttcr, 
thc Hogan & Hartson July 1 lIh comin~inication and t l ~ e  illformation and data related to the HZR 
radial tires distributed by my clicnt. All information provided in this comm~mication was reviewed 
and authorized by my client's principal. Mr. Carlos Gulicrrcz. 

If you havc any questions or doubts as to the answers 'and information provided herein, or 
thcrc is u need for additional inlbrmatioa, do not hesilatc to contact the undersigned. 

Cordially,, - 
Jean Philip Gauthier-TAesta 

ACCEPTED IN CONFOKMITY HEREWITH: 

Carlos Gutierrez Garcia 
President of Caribbean Rubber Co. 

c: Ric Willard, NHTSA 


