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Complaints:  
Crashes/Fires:  
Injury Incidents: 
# Injuries:  
Fatality Incidents: 
# Fatalities:  
Other*:  

Total ODI Manufacturer  

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY  

LTR TIRES HANGZHOU ZHONGCE RUBBER CO. LTD. 
450000 

FOREIGN TIRE SALES, INC

Population:  

Manufacturer:  
Products:  

08/23/2007 Date Closed:  

Subject:  LTR TIRES HANGZHOU ZHONGCE RUBBER CO. LT 

Investigation:  
Prompted By:  
Date Opened:  
Principal Investigator: 

RECALL 07T-003

Ric Willard
06/28/2007

EQ 07-002

August 22, 2007

U.S. Department  
of Transportaion  
National Highway  
Traffic Safety  
Administration  

  

Certain Foreign Tire Sales Problem Descri (FTS) tires were manufactured without a gum strip or 
with an insufficient gum strip; FTS has decided that constitutes a safety-related 
defect.  FTS has alleged that other importers may be selling similar tires in the US 
market.     

ption:  
Summary:  
 
Tires imported by Foreign Tire Sales (FTS) that were fabricated by Hangzhou Zhongce Rubber Co. Ltd 
(HZR) in China have been declared, by FTS, to contain a safety-related defect (NHTSA Recall No. 07T-
003).  Light truck radial tires carrying the Westlake, Compass and YKS brands in the following sizes and 
models with a Phase II build date range (shown as the last four digits in the DOT number) of 0404 (Fourth 
week of 2004) through 0206 (Second week of 2006), are involved.   
 
Size   Model    DOT No. 
LT235/75R-15  CR861, CR857   7DT5FTS……….. 
LT235/85R-16  CR860, CR861, CR857 7DT2FTS……….. 
LT245/75R-16  CR860, CR861, CR857  7DT3FTS……….. 
LT265/75R-16  CR860, CR861, CR857  7DT4FTS……….. 
LT31X10.5 R-15  CR857, CR861   7DT6FTS………..  
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Phase I tires, with a build date range of job 1 through 0404, contained a c-shaped belt-edge (gum) strip.  
Phase III tires, build date range 0306 through current production, incorporate belt-edge wedges and nylon 
edge strips in an effort to meet the more stringent high-speed test included in FMVSS 139.  At this time, no 
decision has been made that a safety-related defect exists in either Phase I or Phase III tires.   
 
Gum strips are a common, but not mandatory, component used to slow the separation of belts to beyond the 
useful life of the tire.  For Phase II, HZR eliminated the c-shaped gum strips present in Phase I tires without 
informing FTS of this change.  When FTS discovered the change, it decided that constituted a safety-
related defect, and recalled its Phase II tires, 07T-003.   
 
The purpose of this investigation was to determine if other tire importers, including those implicated by 
FTS in their Defect Information report dated June 11, 2007, imported tires of similar construction to those 
involved in recall 07T-003.  The seventeen (17) tire importers that were sent information requests in 
association with this investigation are; Air Land Sea-Ways Inc., Cambridge, Caribbean Rubber, Cooper 
Tire, Dunlap & Kyle Co, Eben, Inc., Gomera Govi, Inc., Goodyear, K&D Tire, Omni United, Orteck 
International Inc., Robison Tire, Strategic Import Supply, Tireco Inc., Tyres International Inc., Universal 
Tire, and Victor Moralies & Assoc.  Information was also obtained from FTS and HZR in this 
investigation.   
 
HZR confirmed statements made by the 17 importers that production dates for all tires shipped to importers 
other than FTS began after the forth week of 2006, and are therefore Phase III tires and different from the 
tires recalled by FTS.  No information was found to verify the June 11th FTS implication that other 
importers brought tires similar to the recalled tires into the US market.  This investigation has found no 
information showing that any importers, other than FTS imported tires substantially similar to the Phase II 
recalled tires.  All defective Phase II tires, manufactured by HZR and imported into the US Market 
(approximately 270,014 tires), are being recalled through campaign 07T-003.  Accordingly, no further 
action is necessary and this investigation is closed.   
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