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 PART 573 Defect and Noncompliance Reporting 
 

Defect Report 
 
 
Report Date:    June 15, 2012   
 
 
1.  Vehicles affected are manufactured by:  
 
                                     Blue Bird Corporation                                                                    
    P. O. Box 937                                                                                     
                                             Fort Valley, GA  31030                                                                       
 
2.  The following vehicles are being recalled: 
       
 Certain 2013 Blue Bird All American rear engine school buses manufactured  

from December 09, 2011 through March 09, 2012 and equipped with a retarder  
transmission.   

 
3.  The total number of vehicles recalled potentially containing the defect are: 
 
     12 buses 
       1 aftermarket brake treadle valve 
 
4.  The approximate percentage of the total number of vehicles estimated to actually    
     contain the defect is: 
 
     100% 
 
5.   The defect consists of: 
  
            Bendix advised Blue Bird that it had determined that an unapproved manufacturing  

modification at a Bendix sub-supplier had led to a potential defect. The modification  
resulted in a thin wall section that can potentially develop a fracture during brake  
application, resulting in reduced brake pedal angle and travel.  This condition may  
limit the driver’s ability to deliver full pressure from the foot brake valve. Bendix also  
determined there is a potential that the brake plunger could become lodged and not  
allow release of the service brakes. There have been no reports of any injuries or  
accidents related to this issue.  
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