LOTUS

Lotuz Cars USA, Inc.

12 April 2001
Via il and Ce Mall

Office of Defact Investigations
Natlonal Highway Traffic
Safety Adminletration

400 Tth 8t. W

Washington DC 20590

DearSIrurMadam' RN

In accordance with 49-‘ uso 30113 and 49 CFR Part 573, this ina rapurt under 49
CFR 573.5 Infnrmlnu yoiu ihat Lotus Cars {LOTUS) has determined Hata -
noncompliance may exist i some Lotus Espri vehicles manufactured by Lotus
Cars and sold in the United Siates.

Pursuant to 49 CFR 5§73.5{c). LOTUS providas the following information (per 49
CFR 573.5(b), naw and/or updatad Information will be submitted as ik Is
availabla):

1. Manufacturer's name: Lotus Cars, Hethel, Norwich, Great Britain.
Contact parsan - Amold Johnson, CED Lotus Cars USA, 1-770 822 4566

Agant under 49 USC 30964: Amold Johnsen at 500 Marathon
Parkway, Lawrencewvllla, GA 30045.

2 kisntification of vehicles potantially containing the noncompliance:
MY 1897 thraugh 2001 Lotus Espiit vehlclas that could have had the
passenger seat belt replaced. VIN numbers: See attached. Vehicle Mfg.
Datez are from September 1995 through March 2001.

Description of basis of determinstion of recall population: LOTUS has
determined that certain replacement USA passenger seat belt assemblies
have been sold that do not comply with FMVSS 208 S 7.1.1.5 in that they
do not have a lap portion that is lockable so as to secure a child safety
segt. LOTLUS determinad that the above US VIN numbers are affacted in
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that thay are the VINz that could usa the affected part. Note — tha sest
belts fitted to all potentlally affacted cars as original equipment were
comrect and did meet § 7.1.1.5

Total numbar of US vehiclss potentially containing the defect: The
number of Esprit vahicles sald In the USA that could use the replacement
part identified as Incomect totals 520.

4, The percantags of vehiclss apaciled In #3 above sstimated to
comtain the defact. 5% (l.o. about 25 cars)

L

5. Dascription of the defect LOTUS has determinad that certain
meplacement USA passenger soat belt assemblies have been 2ol that do
not comply with FMVES 208 S 7.1.1 5§ In that they do not haver a lap -
portion that Ia lockable 30 as 1o secure a child safoly seat. Nots — the seat
belts fitted to all potentially affectad care as unnlnnl aquupmant wene
mn'nctmddldmnatSTHﬁ

B. Data on. wunhdlhmﬂmﬂnn of defect was l'l'lldl Irﬁmmﬂnn from
mmhﬂ%stmmmhrhMWN
numbera was Incomect and that the replacement part In-fact did not
comply with FMVSES 208 57.1.1.5.

7. N/A. _ _
a. Dascription of program for remedying the dafect: LOTUS will conduct
a recall In ordar to:
. Seek to asceriain which Esprit vehiclas In fact usad the Improper
raplacamert seat bel;

» Having any vehicles so identiflad brought to a Lohus dealsr for the
cormect seat belt to be instalied free of charge.

Dealers are being notified (see attached). LOTUS will contact the ownars
to effect the recall.

Eastimatad dats on which LOTUS will bagin sending notifications to
owners: Owners lettars will be malled by May 15, 2001. Dealars will be
gant the attachad Bulletin on or bafora April 30, 2001.

Estimated dats on which LOTUS will complete such notification:
May 15, 2001.
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8.  Coples of all notices, bulletins, and other communications that relate
o the noncompliance and sent to more than one dealer or
purchaser:

The draft dealer letter is attached.

10. Drafi Ownaer notification letter s sitached.

11. Manufscturer's campaign number: LOTUS wil use the number
assigned by NHTSA

Respectfully aubmitted, .

neon
CE®" .
Lotus Cars -U_s.q-,- mc.
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LOTUS

Lotus Cars USA, Inc.

Data: Aprl 2, 2001

RN RECEIPT D

Owner Name
Address lina 1
Address line 2
City, State
Country Zlp

RE: Passenger Side Safety Belt / Replacement part for Lotus Esprit V-8
Dear Lotus Owner:

This notice is sent 1o you in accordance with the requirements of the Natlonal
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safely Act. Lotus Cars Lid. has decided that a defact
that relatas to motor vehicle safety may exdst in Lotus Esprit vehicles built after
Saptember 1985 which have had the passenger safety belt sssembly replacad.

Any pasasengerside seatbelt assemblies inetalled ag a service mplacement part
(warranty or customer pay) aftor Saptember 1995 may be the incomect part.
Federal Molor Vehicle Safety Standard 208 requires that any front seat
passenger balkt be of the ratcheting type, appropriate to secure a forward facing
chik] seat

Due to replacamant part numbaeting confusion at the Lolus factory, incommact
passenger-sida belts may have bean inetalled in certain vehicles having the

passanger-sids seat belt raplaced. If an incorrect beidt was instalied, the seat
balt will not be capable of securing a child saat, and there Is the risk of death or

sarious Injury 1o a child placed in such an Impmperly sacured child seat.

Nate this recall only sffacts seat belts that were replaced after a vehicle left the
Lotus factory, and such replacement couk! have bean done by the vehicle's
cument owner, or a prior owner, including a dealer while he had the vehlcle in
stock as a new or used car.

To check the ratcheting operation of the belt, pull the belt out to its fullest axtent
bafore latching. Lat the belt retract, and as the retract machanism oOperates, a
ratcheting sound can be heand, and the belt reel mechanism becomes locked
with each ratchet so as 1o allow retraction only. After the belt Is allowed to fully
retract, it wili revert to normal operation.
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The comract part number for a USA Esprit pasaenger safety belt is ADB2VE222F.
The cioth tag near the Jower mounting point beside the seat can sasily identify
this bakt.

CONFORMS TO

UNITED STATES

FEDERAL STANDARD
FMV8S209
MODEL 5300558004
if a vehicla has a passenger side belt with a red tag and/or is labaled as MODEL
530055600A, the Incomect bek has been inctalied, and must be replaced.

Lotus is taking the folowing measures to remedy the defect: :

» Lotus Is remedying the dafact without charge.

» The defect ia baing remediad by your bringing wumrtu a Lotus dealer
for Inapection and, If necessary. replacament of the passenger side saat
balt at no charge.

« The sarllest date that the dealer will do the work. will be upon your mnﬂlpt

- of this Jetter. Call your dealer for an appointment. - Your dealer will nead
npp.rmdrmtely 60 minutas to Inspect and replace the- saat helt assembly.

Please nnte that you may submit a complaint to the Nntbnil Highway Traffic
Safety Adminiatration, 400 Saventh St S.W. Waahington, DC 205880, or you
may call the toll frae Auto Safely Holline at 1-888- 327-4236, if you belleve that:
» Lotus or your dealer has falled to or Is unable 1o remedy the defact without
charge.
s Lotus or your dealer has fallad to or is unabls to remedy the dafoct without
charge within a reasonable time, which is not longer than B0 days after
you tander the vehicle to the deaisr.

If you have any quastions, please contact Amoid Johnson, CEO at 1-800-245-
6687.
Sincaraly,

Lotus Cars USA, Inc.

Amold A. Johnaonh
CEO

SAFETY RECALL NOTICE
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Owner Name
Address ling: 2
City. State

Country Zip

SAFETY RECALL NOTICE



LOTUS

Lotus Cars USA, Inc,

Date: April 2, 2001

To: Al LOTUS Dealers

Atim: Service Manager / Warranty Admanistrator
Subject: Passenger Side Seathelt Campaign

Recall

This nofica ls asnt under the Natlonal Traffic and Motor Vehicla Safety Act. Lotus
Cars Ltd. has decided that a defect that relates to motor vehicle safety may axiat
In Lotwa Esprit vehiclas buit after Saptember 1995whid1hml'udtha

passanges safety beit assembly raplaced.

Dua to replacement part numbering confugion at the Lotus factory, Incoment
passenger-side belts may have been Inataked In caraln vehiclea having the
passenger-side seat belt replaced. if an Incomect halt was installed, the saat
helt will not ba capable of securing a child ssat, and:there is the risk of death or
senious injury to a child placed in such an improparly secured child seat.

Note this recall only affects seat beits that were replaced after the vahicle left the
Lotus factory, and such replacemant cauld hava bean done by the vehicle’s
cument owner, or a prior owner, including a dealar while he had the vehicle in
stock as a new or used car.

Any passanger side ssatbelt assemblles installed as a gervice eplacament part
{wamanty or customer pay) after September 15985 may ba the incamact part

Federal Motor Vehicie Safaty Standard 208 requires that aity front seat
passanger belt be of the ratcheting type, appropriate 1o secum a forwand facing
child seat. If the incorrect part was installed, the seat bait |a not capable of
sacuring & chiki seat, and there Is the risk of death or serious injury to child
placed In such an Impropary sacured child seat.

Inspaction
To chack tha ratcheting oparation of the belt, pull the bek out 1o ita fullest extent

bafore latching. Ta chack the ratcheting operation of the belt, pull the bak out to
te fullest extent before latching. Let the belt retract, and as the meiract
mechaniam operalas, a ratcheting aound can be heard, and the bak resl
mechanism bacomes locked with sach raichet so as to, allow retraction only.
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After the belt |= allowed to fully retract, it will revert fo nommal operation. The
comeact part number for 8 USA Esprit passanger safety belt Is ADB2VE222F. The
clath tag near the lower mounting polnt besids the saat can aasily Kentlfy this

bedit.
CONFORMS TO
UNITED STATES
FEDERAL STANDARD
FMVS3208
MODEL 5300558004 -
Remody

i a vehicle has a passanger side balt with a red tag and/or ie labeled as MODEL
5300565600A, the incomect belt has baen Instatied, and must be replaced. Lotus
“warranty will pay to replace any incomect passanger side balt assembly on any
' Egpiit with a manufacture date on or after September 1885. A notice of this Ia
being sant cortifisd mall to all Lotus Esprit owners for the years specified. Parts
should be ordered In the normal manner, and a warmanty claim submitted. All
parts replaced under this campaign must be returmed for the manufacturers

Inspection.
Lotus Cars LISA
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