RECALL 03v048000

PART 573 Defect Report #i2 ~ Revised 2/24/03

. On February 4, 2003 The Charlés Machine Works, Inc. defarmined that a defect
which relatss to motor vehicle safety exists in the motor vehicies listed balow,
and s fumishing notification to the National Highway Traftic Safety -
Administration In accordance with 49 CFR Part 673 Defact gng NONCOME
Recorts . : :

The InttSal report was prepared on Februery 12, 2003. Thie revisad report
was proparad on February 24, 2003,
“The manifacturer's kdentification code for this recall Is 052-895.

1. Idanﬂfyﬁaﬂlmpnrﬁammanfﬂmmmm:uofhmlhd
yehicles. " The Chariea Mechine Waorks, Inc.
PO Box 66
1939 Wast Fir Strest
* Parry, OK 73077

\dentity the corporate official, by name and titie, which the agency ehould contact
with respect io this recel,

Richard L. Lambaert
. Product Safety Coondinator

Telaphone Number 380-072-2480
Faceimie S80-572-2023 '
E mall _ riambertditchwitch.com
Name and Title of Person who prepared this report

Richard L. Lambert

Product Safety Coordinstor

sgne Y2 e



" RECALL 03V048000

2. identify the Vehicies Involved in the Fiecall, for each make and model or
applicabls vahicle line (provide Hiustrations or photogrephs s nacessary to
deacribe the vehicle), provide: .

- Maka{s): Ditch Witch
Modeks): S7B -
Model Years involved: Not Applicable
Production Date: January 2002
VIN: 1DSB181.JX217W06082
Vehicle Type: Traller Bodystyle: Not Applicable
Desoriptive Information which characterizes/distinguishes the recalled vehicles
from those modal vehlcles not Inoludad in the recall: VIN

Maks{a): Ditch Witch
Modelfc: TOS '

Madsl Years Involved: -H'ut-'Applluhla
Production Dates: See List

VIN: Soe List

YIN _Dats Manufacturecd
1DSB122R8217TW2028 4-24-02
IDSB122R221TW2039 - 5-30-02
1DBB1 22R3217W2051 &14-02
1DSB122R221TW2050 &-21-02 (dealer’s Invenitory)
1DSB122R4217W2067 - 620-02
1DSB122R6217W2058 &27-02
1DSB122R8217W2089 7-23-02
1DSB122R421TW2060 8-21-02
1DSB122RE621TW2081 Te30=02
1DSB122RB21TW2062 §-05-02 (dealar’s inventory)
1DSB122RX217W2063 8-05-02 (dealer's nvertiory)
1D5B122R1217W2064 8-21-02 :
1DSB122R9217TW2065 10-01-02
1DSB122RX217W2060 10-23-02
1DSB122R1217W2081 - 11-15-02
1D8B122R1317X28601 1-16-03 (dealsr's inventory, corrected)
1DSB12R3317X2502 1-28-03 (dealer's inventory, comected)

Vehicle Type: Traller

Descriptive Information which

ls: Not Applicable

characterizes/digtinguishes the recalled vehloles

from thoss model vehicies not included In the racall: VIN.



RECALL 03V046000

identify the approximate parcentage of the production of alt tha recalled modele
manufacturad by your company betwesn the inclusive dates of manufactire
provided above, that the recalled madel population represents.

100% of ihicae with hydraulio brakes

3. Fumish the total number of vehicles recalled potentially containing the defect

or noncompianca.

Modsl Yeer Numbar of Vehicles Potentially Involved
S78 - 2002 i

T8 2002 - 2003 17

Total Number Potentlally Affected by the Racall: 18 Trallers

4, Fumish the approximate percentage of the total number of vehiclee estimated -
to actually contaln the defect or noncompliance:  unimown.

Identify and describe how the recall population was determined — In pariicular. -
how the recallod models were selected and the basls for the inclusive date of
manufaciure: '

We are racelling all trallers of these two modais squipped with
hydraulic brakes.

5. Degcribe the defeat or noncompliance. The description should Inciuds the
nature and physical location. of the defect or noncompliance. llustrations

should be provided as appropiiate..

Brakes ara not edjusted properly and/or the systams contein trapped
alr.

i this repot is for & noncomepliance, dentify the applicable eaction of the
slandard:

Not applicable

Describe the cause(s) of the defect or noncompliance condhion.
Inadequate brake system adjustment procedure.

Dascribe the consaquance(s) of the defect or noncompliance oondiiion.

4
.



- RECALL D3V045000

Bmmnuyhmnduudaﬂauﬂmuﬂurﬂuhmhm
brakse may not work.

Idemify any waming which can (a) proceod or [b] ‘oooul.

Brakes may have reduced uﬁuﬂms and/or the hreakaway
brakes may not work.

If the defect-or noncompliance Is In & camponent or assembly purchased froma -
aupplier, identily the suppller by corporate name and address. ’

Hl:lt Applicable

identify tha nama and tiie of the chief executive officer or knowiecigeabls
representative of the euppler: .

6. With respect to a defiect, fumish a chronological aummary {inchuding dates} ot i
all the principla sverts that wars the basis for the determination of the defact.
The summary should Includa, but not be {imited to, the number of rapurta
accidents, injuries, latalties, and warrenty olalme.

Raported Fallurea

2-4-03 Ditch Witch dealership reported that they were unable 1o get
the hydraulle brakes on a traller to work properiy.

2-12-03 The Charles Machine Worka suspected that the brake
actuators. did not work properly.

2=14-03 The Charies Machine Worke determined that the problem
waa a result of trapped air and/or Improger adjustment.

Acoldents, Injurisa, & Fatalltios None
Daclslon to Racall tinmllm Februery 12, 2003

7. With respectto a mnmpﬁm‘m Identify and provide the test results or othar
data {In chronologlcal nrdar Including dates) on which the noncompliance was.
determined.

‘Not Applicable

¥._Identifv the Remedy



RECALL 03v046000

8. Fumileh a description of the manufaciurer’s remedy for the de
noncompliance. Clearly deacribe the differances betwean the recall condition

and tha remeady.

The Charles Machine Works will have Ditch Witch dealorahips blesd
the braks systems and adjust the brakes.

Clearly describe the distinguishing characteristics of the remedy
component/assembiy versua the recalied componant/assembly.

VIN and comect brake operation

Ideniify and deecribe how and when the recall condition was.comectad in
production. if the production remady was ldentical to the recall remady In the
fleid, 80 stete, Ifthe product was discontinued, so atate. :

mmmmaﬂmmu has been
ohanged.

¥l. Recall Schedule

Fumigh a schedule or agenda (with spectfic dates) for notification to ather
manufeciurers, deglers/retalars, and purshasers. Plaasa, identify any
foreaseable problems with implamenting the recal!.

22103  Notify Ditch Witch dealers of the recall
2-24-03 Notify oustomars by faceimils and phons of the recall
2-24-0% Mall lottors to customers .

¥ll. Recoll Communications

8. Fumish a final copy of all notices, bulletins, and other communications that
relate directly o the defect cr noncompliance and which are sent to more
than one manufacturer, distrbutor, or purchaser. This Includee all
communications conceming this racall from the tme your company
datermines the dafsct or noncompilance condition on, not just the initial
noitfication. A DRAFT copy of the notification documents SHOULL BE
submitted to this offica by telefax (FAX: 202-360-7882) for review prior to

meling. Sos sttached draft letiers

Nuts that these documents ere {o be submitted saparately from those provided
In accondance with Part 573.8 requirements.



Draft — 2/20/63
' ' 052-895c

Safety Notlce
Recall Cods 03V0450(0)

This notics Is being sent to you In sccordance with the rnqulrmﬁh .
of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act. -

" To: (Specific Ownsr of Ditch Witch Traller)

The Charlea Machine Worlka, Inc., manufacturer of Dich Witch trallers, has determined
that & defact which relates to motor vehlole eafaty may exist in your traller, Vehicla.
Idwntification Number {VIN) fSpecific VIN).

Defect Denoription — The brakes an your traller may not bs property adjusted and/or alr
may be trapped In the brake cystem.

Eotantial Hazard - The saivice brakes may not be sHectve andior the smerpency
brakes may not stop the traller K it becomas detached from the tow vahicle.

What You Showdd Do — Check the brikes on your traller with the. above VIN. Follow

thesa stepa: :
« Move the amergency braks lever to the brake's second detent In the ON

{forward) posttion
¢ Pull the traffer with the tow vehicle to see If brakas are offective. The traller
should be hard to move on dry concrets, but should not alitis the traller wheals.

s | the brakes are not effoctive, do not use your traller. Contact your Ditch Witoh
dealership. Thay will come to vour location and bleed alr from the brake system .
and-adjuat the brakes.

Whet Tho Charles Machine Works, Inc- WIE Do — This work will be performed free of
charge by your nearsst Diich Witch dealership. Estimated repalr ime Is 3 hours per
bailar, '

You may submit a complaint 1o the Adminktrator, National Highwery Traffic Safely
Ackeninizitation, 400 Sevenih Sireat, 5.W., Washington D.C. 20590 or cedl the toll free 1-888-
327-4286 (Wezhington, D.C. crea resdents may call 1-202-366-0128), If you belleve thot

_ The Charlee Machine Worts, Ine. or your Difch Wiich dealership has fallsd o B uncble te - -
remedy the dafect or nancomplionce without charge and wihin a reaondble time. '

THH CHARLES MACTINE WORKE, INC. & PO BOD 65 # PERREY, OXLAFOLIA TEDF7 » DE(TAOTRL PAX, m



.HI.

THE CHAMLES MAZHINE Wokis, INC,
P.Q. Box 88 + FERRY, ORLAHOMA

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTIFICATION
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED




