Cumins Inc.

« Hox 3005
Calumbue, indtiana
47T202-3009

February _E. 2003

Mr. Kennath Welnatain ' O3E —m?@
Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance

L.S. Depariment of Transportation

National Highway Traftic Satety Adminlstration

400 Seventh Streat, S.WN.

Washington, DC 20580

Dear Mr. Walnstein:

In accordance with the prooadures outlined In 49 CFR Part 673.5, we ara
aubmitting the attached safety defect information report. This recall Involves
7818 Cummina {SB Modet engines Inztalled In achool buses manufactured by

- Blue Bird Comporation and Freightliner Custom Chassls. The dafact involves an
alternator support brace and alternator support bracket that Cummins installs on
the engine before shipment 1o the bus memuiachumer. The bus manufacturar then
installa an altamator and belt to complate the assembiy In thelr chassis. Dur
investigation shows that altamators heavier than envisloned and designed for are
being installed, thus resulting in fallures of the brace and bracket. Thes= fallures
can then lead o alactrical sparking and potantially a firs. We hava had 3 firag
reportad to us with ne reported injurles. Cummine will conduct a safety recall to
ingtall new, higher capabililty brackets and brace. All supporting detaiis are
owtlined in the attached Report.

in addition, we have included a draft of the lotter we would propose to
sond to aur cuaiomers, as well as a copy of the envelope.

Cummins, Inc. will awalt your input on na:tstapa. As always, if you have

any quastions, please comact me.
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Phonye; 212-377-8000
Facsimile: B12-3T77-3334




Higiweay Traffic Safety Administration in socordanoe with 49 CFR Pert 573 Defoot and
Noncomplisnge Reports.
|

Date this rapm'tm preparad: Fabruary 8, 2003
Flamish the manufacturer's identification code for this anllﬂlq:pllnﬂll]
1. Identify the full comporats name of the tabricating rerfbrend namaitrademark

ovmer of the recalisd twm of sguipment. if the recalled of sgulpimait s Imporiad,
MMMMMNMW an preacribed by 49 U.S.C.

Summine Inc.

Iderdity the corporate official, by nama and titls, whom the agency should contect with
respect to thie recall.

- Telophorns Number: _ 8123773713 - Fax Ma.: - B12-377:8739
lumundmmnmnmwmm '

'Each manufacturer must furnish a report, to the Associate Administrator for Satety
Assurance, for each defect or noncompliance condttion which to motor wehicle salety.

This guide wes developed from 48 CFR Part 573, “Dafect and Raporiz®* and
also outlines information currently requested. Any questions, coneult the complate
Part 573 or contack Mr. Jon Whita at (202) 386-5226 or by F. m{zuz} 386-7882.







03E- 007
ldentify the approXimeate percentage of the production uld the recallod models
manufactured by your company batween the inclusive nlmul‘nﬂumpmvldadm
that the racaliad modal population nepresents. For i the racall Involved Widgets
squippad with certaln tems of equipment from Januery 1, 1908, through Aprii 1, 1997, then
mpﬂ:rpmmmﬂumlhdmaﬂanWMnnm
time peorlo

3. memmlmﬂmuwmmwmmmmmm
or noncompliance.

Number of bems

Tﬂ'lﬂl Humhnr Pmmlllly Aﬂlﬂﬂl b] II- chlll ZE'_IQ

4. Mﬁﬂuapm:lmhmnﬁqnﬂﬂnhﬂnunﬁmﬂﬂumﬂqwgﬂm
hamﬂ]mhhthulrllutnr D¥EL 0% h NG

Identity and dencribe haw the recsll population wes detsrined—in partouler how the
recalled models ware sslectsd and the besis for the beginning and fina dutes of
manufacture of the recalled itema of oql.llpmlnt:




5. Daacribe the defect or noncomplisnce. Trndnulpﬂnn should address the
mmmmnmmmdewmm Musiratione should
?_&pmﬂdadnmprnplhh.

Hﬂudahotnrmmnmlhmlnhamwmﬂwﬂnﬁrpwm:
supplier, identity the supplier by corporate nese and dm




5
o?fm?

Identify the name and title of the chisf exacutive officer or knowladgeable

if the recall is for & defact, complets ilem & otherwise fem 7.

8. With respect 0 a dafant, furmizh a chronological summery {including datas] of
all the principla events that ware the baxls for the determination of the dedest. The-
summary should Include, but not ba limiled to, the mmbar of repeorts, ageidonts,
Injuries, Iatalities, and warmnty claims. :

8. Fumnish a descriplion of tha manufacturer's remecly for the defect or
nencomplisnoe. Clearly deacribe tha diffarances batwesn tha mcall condition and
the remady.



Clearly dasoribe the distinguishing chamecieristios of the remedy
component/assembly versus the recelied componentasasembly.

Idontity and desoribe how snd when the recall condition was comacted in
production. if the production nmdymldlnﬂedhhnulmmthn
tleld, 20 siate. H the product waa discontinued, 3o siats.

Fumiah a schadule or agenda {with spacific dates) for notiication to other
manufacturers, deslora/retallors, and purchosers, Fluu, idontify any foresesable
problemas with Implementing the recall
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. Funish Reca Gomenuniestionn

Fumnish a final copy of all notices, hullling, snd other communicasions that
relats directly fo ths defeci or noncompliance and which are sam to more than
one manutacturer, distributor, or purchdser. This Inciudss all communications
{including beoth original end follow-up} conocermning his recall from the time
your company detsrmines the dafect or honcongltience condition on, not just
the initial notification. A DRAFT copy of the notification documents shoutd be
mnmmwa:mﬂmmmmhmm
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Cummins Inc.
Bay 3005

#7202-2008

Dear Cugtonner, :
; d.JE’-do?
' IIIPURTAHI‘WHUI'ICH '
mlmhmmmmmm mqukmufﬂuﬂmunﬂmmm
Vehicls Safety Act mmmmhmam-mmunmmmmmmm
mmmwhmmmmmmeNMnmw

& Cwroonirs 5.9 L ISE engine,

mmmmmmlrﬁhvﬂdnuhqmuwmumhmmhﬂm
Budcmndhdghﬂhuﬂmﬂunu. m:ﬁemdmumbﬂthnm 1948
1 Muve Ena:uSuinIHubuuiﬁ:mﬂnmpur ""'* LIETS6 or

hm-ﬂhﬂﬁmmgh:dmhmmquﬂllm

wmm.mmmwmqmwmmnmhm
action. This will be done without charge to you The tlme neadad to perform B aoreative petion in
apyroximately 1.2 hoors, The lower altermator sapport bace snd mounting herdware will ba removed and /
repliced MWMWWWEMMMW'H&:MW . { _ﬂ;_-.‘.-.*'-‘,

mmmmm@umammwmmmmmmm Pt

_mmmnnuawmm“mmmmmm.mmﬂwmﬂm

249

Adeministvator, Nationad Highway Traffic
Sudety Adminkstration
400 Savepth Strest, 5.W.
Wazhingtow, DC 20390 . o
;";i":_"r: -l - P et
Or you may call the tll frae Azto Safoty Hotling st 1-808-424-9853..

‘Wa regret the inconvenicace this recall may ceude you.

Eagards,

L . !
Bryan Bathert
Excoutive Director of Powereae

Smheﬂ:nimuim

Phona: 812-377-5000 -
Facalmite: 812-377-3394 | !
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